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PLUS: Complete buyer's guide to spreadsheets, graphics and games software. 



The First 
Accounts Package 
Written with Small 



Businesses in Mind 
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Features 

□ Simple and easy to operate intuitive structure. 

□ Reports include P& L, Balance Sheet, Trial Balance and 
full audit trail. 

□ Budget comparison report - compare the actual features 
with the projected. (Not on PCW edition) 

□ Designed to operate on a single disc drive machine - fully 
RAM resident. 

□ Data can spill over onto any number of disks. 

□ Prepare your VAT return directly from the systems VAT 
report. 

□ Drives any Epson or IBM compatible printer. 

□ Suitable for mono or colour systems. 



For PCs and PCWs 

Small Business Accounts will make any small 
business, using manual cash book accounting, easier 
to manage. The system offers speed, efficiency and 
the sort of up to date information which is normally only 
available to large companies operating extensive 
accounting departments. 

The final accounts reports are always up to date and 
therefore may be reviewed at any time to show the 
companys current trading position and distribution of 
funds. 






£69.95 



inc VAT 



Small Business Accounts 

Available from Dixons, Comet, Rymans and all good computer dealers. Distributed through Centresoft, Gem, Greyhound, Softsel and NewStar 
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"The Best Compiler in the World!, 
Excellent value-for-money, Great!" 

Unsolicited comments from users of HiSoft PascalSO and FTL Modula-2 

That's what our customers have to say; we're a little more modest ... 



Pascal80 

The Fastest, the 
Standard, the Best! 




FTL Modula-2 

The Language of 
the Future ... Now! 
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The Best! 



HiSoft Pascal80 is a powerful Pascal compiler for all 
Amstrad CP/M computers that allows you to learn and 
program in this immensely popular language. HiSoft 
Pascal80 has features that you would expect on 
minicomputers but at a micro price: 

H/\ Full, standard Pascal compiler with lots of useful 
1 — ' extensions like GSX graphics, PEEK, POKE etc 

r^l Interactive editor, takes you straight to any error 
1 — ' for easy correction and re-compilation 

r^l Compiles at 6000 lines per minute to efficient 
1 — ' machine code that is smaller and faster than other 
compilers, including Turbo Pascal 3! 

f^| Machine code, graphics and CP/M support 

[7| CHAIN facility for extra-large programs, with 
1 — ' passing of global variables to called program 

[7| Many example Pascal programs including the 
source of a full, intelligent Z80 disassembler 

Extensive ring-bound manual with examples 

Send for HiSoft PascalSO now and discover just how 
fast, powerful and easy-to-use our compilers can be. 
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The Bestl 



Modula-2 was designed by Niklaus Wirth as the 
successor to Pascal and it is fast becoming a new 
standard wherever programming languages are used. 
FTL Modula-2 is a full implementation of the language in 
an easy-to-use and friendly package: 

[71 • Fast, interactive package with compiler, editor, 
assembler, linker and many extra utilities 

[71 Standard Modula-2 language with separate 
— compilation, CASE, CARDINALS, large SETs 
(1024 elements), open array parameters etc. 

[7] Split-screen editor with menu, macros and 
automatic goto-compiler-error facility 

f7| 15-digit precision mathematics, full trig functions 

[7| Very fast, one-pass compiler. Extremely efficient 

[71 FTL Modula-2 is available for the IBM PC and 
Atari ST so you can port with confidence 

[7] 200-page manual, clearly written with plenty 
of examples in a quality ring-binder 

Get FTL Modula-2 for your Amstrad CP/M Plus 
computer and see what everyone's talking about! 



HiSoft Product Prices for Amstrad CP/M 
Software inc. VAT 

FTL Modula-2 interactive compiler/editor, CP/M + £54.95 

FTL Editor Toolkit complete source code £39.95 

FTL Editor Toolkit when bought with compiler £34.95 

FTL APK Enhanced linker, trimmer, overlay manager £39.95 

HiSoft Pascal80 fast, interactive, GSX graphics ' £49.95 

HiSoft Devpac80 version 2 full Z80 development £49.95 

HiSoft C integer K&R with GSX graphics £49.95 

Aztec C Prime professional, floating-point compiler £79.95 

HiSoft FORTH compiler with GSX graphics £1 9.95 

Knife Plus full superb disk recovery and editing £1 9.95 

Nevada COBOL ideal for learning £49.95 

Nevada FORTRAN close to ANSI-66, easy-to-use £39.95 

ZBASIC interactive compiler. 600 page manual £69.95 

Nevada BASIC Special Offer while stocks last £9.95 

HiSoft Lisp Special Offer while stocks last £1 9.95 



We offer full technical support on all our software so that you need 
never be stuck with a product you cannot use. Every program that 
we sell is either written or carefully selected by our team of in- 
house programmers who are highly-trained professionals; don't 
be fooled by lesser, non-standard programming products. 



Please rush me the following HiSoft Software: 



I enclose a cheque/PO. Please charge my Access/Visa Card 
Card No: Expiry: 



Name: 
Address: 



Signature: 
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High Quality Software 



The Old School, Greenfield, Bedford MK45 5DE 

Tel: (0525) 718181. Order Hotline: (0525) 718271 



KEYWORDS 



THE SHOW GOES ON 



The average PCW user is very different from the average home 
micro owner. He or she (and more PCWs are owned by women than 
any other computer) could be anything from 14 to 85, from an 
ironworks manager to a Mills & Boon writer. All very different, but 
generally an intelligent lot despite their protestations of being 
beginners at this computing game, and all willing to invest time and 
money in something which will be of genuine use. Buying the PCW 
was a leap into the dark for most of us, and the fact that second- 
hand PCWs can't be had for love nor money shows that most 
people have taken to it pretty well. An ideal market, you might think, 
for software houses to exploit: willing to try something new, wanting 
to automate tasks where possible, and not afraid to spend money. 

If you spent last bank holiday weekend doing something other 
than visiting the PCW show at Alexandra Palace, you'll be 
wondering what you missed. Well, if you're a reasonably regular 
8000 Plus reader, not much in the way of sensational new products. 
The only thing on show that qualified for the description 'new' were 
Locomotive's new LocoScript printer styles (reviewed here last 
month). Large software houses don't release much new stuff for the 
PCW because they say the market isn't there. 

Rubbish! Recently Database's Mini Office and Stop Press by 
AMS have proved that a good product, well targeted, well advertised 
and sensibly priced, can succeed in the supposedly sluggish PCW 
marketplace. There are still gaps to be exploited, subtle yet obvious. 
People like packages; the reason the PCW is so attractive is 
because the keyboard, monitor, printer and word processing 
software all come bundled together. So how about some 



comprehensive, all-in software packages in various areas of 
interest? 

There's no software for authors and writers; nothing for 
musicians; not much in the way of educational software; still virtually 
nothing in the leisure line outside adventures and arcade games; 
and no package for budding programmers. How about an all-in-one 
pack of software plus clear trom-zero tutorial manual in assembler or 
C? At least, given that, many PCW owners could write and release 
software for the market gaps themselves. 
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You never know till 
you try it 

Fans of our BASIC listings will 
notice we've changed the format 
a little from this month to make 
those type-ins, especially the 
longer and denser ones, a little 
easier to read. This was partly 
prompted by a letter the editorial 
team received from a recent 
purchaser of a 9512 and 
enthusiastic convert to 8000 
Plus. Although she was generally 
pleased with the layout and 
design of the magazine, she did 
complain that the listings were 
set in such small type they were 
impossible to follow. 'It's obvious 
your art team have never tried 
typing in those minuscule 
listings themselves!' she said. 
'Please redesign the pages so 
that they're actually legible'. Well, 
we hope they're a bit easier on 
the eye now. So who was the 
author of the letter? It was the 
person originally responsible for 
A those very pages - 
/-?§§&■-*""'"" our Art Editor 
/&>C'' '"*"'*»», Kim Bale! 



Computers are only human 



In our hardware survey 'Fringe 
Benefits' last month we got into 
a bit of a mixup with the name 
'Margin Maker'. We managed to 
put it against the wrong product 
in one of the photos, and to 
make things worse left it out of 
the paragraph which described 
the genuine product. Just to put 
the record straight, MM3 is the 
name of a cut sheet locator and 
feeder for 8000 printers made by 
Margin Maker, which is the 
applied for trade mark of the 



makers of MM3. Margin Maker 
fans can see the real picture in 
their advert. Sorry for any 
confusion! 

Amendment number two is to 
the telephone number we printed 
in 'News' last month for CBS 
services who supply the JUMBO 
help disc. It seems British 
Telecom have now decided to 
change it again, so enquiries 
should be directed to 0736 
50488. 



PLUS 



The red-hot 
August issue of 
8000 Plus will 
be in the shops 
on 28 July. 
Don't miss out 
while you're on 
holiday - 
reserve your 
copy now! 



Graphics competition 
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The response to our Spot-the- 


London; and O Bains, 
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difference competition was 
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The five second prize 
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beagle-eyed judges, the four 


winners, who each 
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differences were in the ear and 


receive a MasterPaint, 
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belt loops of the man on the left, 


are: A Meldrum, Kent; T 




and in the pen (in the chest 


Tokarski, Middlesex; P 






pocket) and direction of the 


Bulley, Eastbourne; 
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stripes on his tie of the man on 


Simon Freethy, Pinner; A 
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the right. 


White, Pontyclun; J 
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The five winners of the first 


Ryeland, Brentwood; Jon 


Wft, 




prize, a MasterScan plus 
MasterPaint each, are: Philip 


Trevor, London; Gary 
Perry, Yeovil; M Tyner, 
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are even as we speak hurtling 


Weston, London; S Musgrove, 


Twickenham; and C Lewis 




your way. Thanks again to 


Marlborough; John Morris, 


Milford Haven. 




Database for helping organise 


Edinburgh; Christine Irwin, 


Congratulations - your 


prizes 


the competition. 
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WORD PROCESSING 



Locomail I or II , i 28.95 

Locospell I ',.' 28.95 

Locospeltll 17.95 

Locoscnpt II 17.95 

Locoscript II t Lpcospell II 33.95 

Protext (8256 8512 & 9512) 39.95 

Pocket Protext : 27,95 

Prospell 21 95 

Tasword 8000 17.95 

Tasspell8000 11.95 

Tasormt8000 1 1 95 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



The Desktop Publisher :. 19.95 

The Desktop Publisher + Mouse 59.95 

Master Scan + Master Paint PKG 62.95 

Master Scan 55.95 

AMX Stop Press 32.95 

AMX Stop Press + Mouse 64 95 

AMX Mouses Desktop Organiser 64.95 

AMX Mouse & Interface Only 39.95 



PCW SOFTWARE 



DATABASES 



Database Manager (At Last) Plus 29.95 

Mastertile8000...** 34.95 

Cambase II 35.95 

Plan It , 17 95 

69.95 

49.95 

69.95 



dBase II 

Sage Retrieve . 
Delta 



SPREADSHEETS 



Supercalc II 37.95 

Cracker II Turbo 44,95 



THIS MONTHS SPECIALS 



MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 
NEW LOW PRICE £19.95!!!! 

9512PRINTWHEELS 
All Styles (inc Thesis PS) £4.95 each 

9512 RIBBONS (Multistrike) 
Only £3.25 each 

AMSOFT CF2 DISCS 
5 for £11.95 -10 for £22.95 

tf you don't see it - ASK! 



IMPORTANT! 

When comparing prices 

please remember that 

ALL OUR PRICES 

INCLUDE VAT & 
FIRST CLASS POST 



ENTERTAINMENT 



EDUCATIONAL 



All School Software Titles 10.95 

Better Spelling (Age 9 - Adult) 

Magic Maths (Age 4 - 8) 

Maths Mania (Age 8 - 12) 

Physics 1 (Age 12- 16) 

Better Maths 1 (Age 12 - 16) 

Biology 1 (Age 12 - 16) 

Chemistry 1 (Age 12 -16) 

Starglider 18:95 

Pawn 17.95 

Batman 11.95 

Strike Force Harrier 14.95 

Hitch Hickers Guide to the Galaxy 18.95 

Tomahawk 14.95 

Brian dough's Football Fortunes 13.95 

Leather Godesses of Phobos 18.95 

Clock Chess 88 1195 

Bridge Player 2000 11.95 

Time & Magik (new from Mandarin) 1 1 .95 

Sage (Latest Versions 1 ) 

Popular Accounts Plus 104.95 

Popular Accounts 73.95 

Popular Invoicing 52.95 

Popular Payroll 52.95 

Now all suitable for 9512 

Dialup ■■ 67.95 

Sage Popular Chit-Chat 74.95 

With Modem 199.95 



ACCOUNTS 



COMMUNICATIONS 



Orders To: Offices: 

Copy Comm Software COPY CO MM SOFTWARE 95 Bonnygate 
FREEPOST Telephone: Cupar (0334) 56309/56655 CUPAR 

CUPAR TELEX- 76284 FAX 0334 56306 FIFEKY15 4LG 

FIFEKY15 4BR SCOTLAND 





STOCKMARKET 

THE COMPREHENSIVE INVESTMENT PROGRAM! 

STOCKMARKET is a program designed to help you plan your investments and keep a close and careful watch on their progress. It enables you to 
record full details of your purchases and sales of stocks, shares, unit trusts and other securities. Dividends can be recorded as they are received. If 
required, cash balances in savings accounts can also be monitored as stocks are bought and sold. It also lets you record and plot prices of shares, unit 
trusts, exchange rates, indexes etc. 

STOCKMARKET does not have to be used only with your real investments. We all see shares recommended in a newspaper or magazine that we 
think will do well. Six months later if the price has gone up we wish that we had trusted our judgement. If the price has fallen we quietly forget it. 
With STOCKMARKET you can record details of as many shares folios as you want. These can include hypothetical folios of 'hot stocks', recovery 
shares, penny shares or whatever you choose. You can practise buying and selling shares and see how well you do! 

The program is easy to use and comes complete with a comprehensive manual and demonstration files including real price information going back 
several years for several shares (inc FT 30 index, British Telecom, Amstrad, Marks & Spencers) so that you can plot graphs straight away. 



PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 

* Record full details of your portfolios of stocks, shares, unit trusts etc. 

* Practise buying and selling and accurately record your progress. 

* Up to fifty shares per folio. As many folios as you like. 

* Buy and sell shares with automatic calculation of dealing costs. 

* Ten sets of dealing costs which you can alter as necessary. 

* Record dividend yields and price earnings ratios. 

* Update prices and automatically recalculate share and folio values. 

* Record tax credits (not CPC) and dividend payments. 

* List one year's information for the tax man (not CPC). 

* Keep records of your cash as you buy and sell. 

* List your present folio, past transactions, dividends and cash accounts. 



PRICE ANALYSIS 

* Record values of share prices, unit trusts, indexes, exchange rates etc. 

* Store up to 260 prices per share (equivalent to weekly prices for 5 years). 

* List all the prices for each share. 

* Plot prices and moving averages on a logarithmic or linear scale. 

* Choose any period for moving averages. Plot them separetely or 
superimpose them on the price. 

* Automatic scaling of graphs so they always fill whole screen. 

* Easy to read scales for prices and dates (not just week numbers). 

* Complete with real weekly prices for several shares for the last few years 
(inc FT 30, British Telecom) as a demonstration. 

* Use curves as a guide to the best buying and selling opportunities. 



Comprehensive fifty page manual. Complete with demonstration account and prices. 

AMSTRAD PC, PPC, IBM PC and compatibles £39-95 
AMSTRAD PCW £39-95 

T%/ri^T>TT^T A "fcJ (AMSTRAD CPC (disc) £29-95 

\/|li If 1 I \ [V Prices are all inclusive worldwide. Send cheque or phone any day (including t^mmmi^m 

weekends) from 8am to 9pm and quote credit card number for immediate K8W 

delivery by first class post. HK ^H 

38 Balcaskie Road, London, SE9 1HQ. Tel: 01-850 7057 ItA-J 
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Make Music 



Want to make music with your 
PCW? The Amstrad show saw the 
long-awaited advent of the 
Miditrack Music System from 
Electro Music Research Ltd. But 
Mike Beecher of EMR says that 
you don't necessarily have to be 
capable of producing astonishing 
musical virtuoso performances on 
various instruments simul- 
taneously, or be particularly 
computer fluent in order to enjoy 
the benefits of Miditrack. What you 
do need is a Midi instrument, like a 
portable keyboard or synthesizer, 
your PCW and a Midi interface with 
which to link them together. As you 
gradually expand the set-up, you 
can carry out each stage of musical 
production (like composing, editing 
and recording) at home (You could 
always get the spare room sound- 
proofed!). It's just like musical word 



processing; you can edit individual 
notes and insert or omit whole bars 
if need be. If this is all starting to 
sound a little daunting, especially if 
you're as yet unaquainted with 
Midi, EMR have produced a 
booklet (Midis, Micros and Music) 
to help you grasp the program's 
basics. That costs £1 .00 but is 
refundable when you purchase the 
PCW Miditrack Pro-Performer, the 
system's main program. 

The software costs £59.95 
whilst the interface price is £89.90 
(both prices inclusive of VAT.) All 
the accessories that you're likely to 
need for the system, like cables, 
footswitches etc. (but not baseball 
caps or soundproofing materials) 
are also available from Electro 
Music. For further details, contact 
EMR Ltd 0702 335747. 



Son of Doom Rides Again and 
Meets Godzilla III - The Sequel 



As everyone knows the planet 
Doomawangara (Doom to its 
friends) is a dangerous place. And 
yet Topologika are hoping a large 
number of PCW users will visit it. At 
least they will be able to do this 
courtesy of the company's follow up 
to Countdowm to Doom and the 
predecessor to an, as yet, 
unnamed third part to the trilogy 
(what would happen if any of these 
things ever had four parts?) 



Topologika's market research 
suggests that 'true adventurers' are 
looking for quality text-only 
adventures, which is lucky because 
graphics seem to be decidedly 
absent from the game. On the other 
hand it does claim lots of original 
'Killworth' puzzles, alternative 
universes and weird weather. What 
more could you want for £12.95. 
For details phone 0733 752061 . 




Writerswahted 

However good a manual is, 
everyone thinks they could do 
better themselves. Well, if you 
thought that about the LocoScript 
manuals, or about any of 
Locomotive's documentation, 
here's your chance. The producers 
of LocoScript are looking for a 



technical writer and the salary for 
the right person could be well into 
the teens. Before you start on your 
CV though, Locomotive's Howard 
Fisher says, make sure you have 
considerable experience in writing 
technical documentation (why am I 
still writing this?). Opportunity could 
be knocking on 0306 740606. 



Que veut dire 'bug' en 
Francais? 



Francophones will be pleased to 
hear of another package 
available in the language of 
romance and good cooking. 
Database Software and Power 
Product France are releasing 
French versions of their most 
popular software, Mini Office 
and the Desktop Publisher. 
Rather than translating from the 
existing manuals, they have 
been rewritten from scratch. 
(Probably not a bad idea in the 
case of the Mini Office manual). 
A joint Anglo-French venture, 
the translation of the software 
was undertaken at the Power 
Products France HQ, in 
Compiegne, by native French 
speakers. 'Database' comes out 
in true Academie Frangaise 
style as 'base de donnees' while 
'comms' is more prosaically 'le 
comms'. In addition, the text 
editor within DTP-PAO (the 
French version of The Desk Top 
Publisher) uses the same 
commands as LocoScript, and 
even these have been 
completely gallicized so that the 
underlining facility, for example, 
is activated by pressing the [+] 



in conjunction with the [S] and 
[L] keys (for 'sousligner'). 
Presumably if you try to enter an 
English code it will crash in 
disgust. Details from Database 
on 0625 878888. 







New ideas for Brainstorm 



A new, improved version of 
Brainstorm, the PCW ideas 
processor has been launched at 
£29.95. This is a program that tries 
to help you develop ideas in a 
natural and systematic way. It is 
aimed at writers and programmers 
allowing them to take random ideas 
and put them in order. 

The changes have been 
brought about after Caxton, the 
software distributors, backed out of 
the PCW market leaving the 
program without a distributor. 

The rights were re-acquired by 
the authors who are now selling it 
through Brainstorm Software Ltd of 
Middlesex (0895 677845) at £20 
less than the original price. 
Improvements include a much 



needed change of key use and the 
manual has been rewritten. All 
documentation now comes on disc, 
in both LocoScript and ASCII text 
formats. There are tutorial and 
reference sections held in separate 
files so experienced users don't 
need to print out the entire manual 
to get the basic information. 

The program also has a new 
customisation program which 
allows users to adjust print, paper, 
screen characteristics and 
keyboard. Apart from the new key 
use and the customisation program 
the program operates exactly as 
before. Existing users can upgrade 
for £9.99 if they return their original 
disc. 
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Portable PCWing? 



One little-publicised event at the 
recent Amstrad show was the 
appearance of a portable PCW, 
just the size and weight of a 
briefcase. Tentatively called the 
Odessa, it has one or two disc 
drives (no printer, of course), a 
four-inch monitor with the full, if a 
little reduced, 90x32 PCW screen, 
and takes the standard three inch 
discs, running LocoScript and 
CP/M as normal. It runs for four 
hours from its internal rechargeable 
batteries and beeps when you try 



to close it while switched on to 
ensure maximum battery life. The 
cost would be somewhere around 
the five to six hundred pound mark. 

Sounds too good to be true? 
Well, it's still very much a 
prototype, and as the man behind it 
- David Rathbone, formerly of 
Nabitchi - explained, the costs for 
setting up mass production are 
huge. Isenstein, as the company 
producing the Odessa will be 
called, hope to start production 
later this year. 




£AP WITH ~W£ P<?P.T/ s >e>U& PCW 



Three new packages, recently 
featured on Radio 4's 'Money Box' 
programme and all dealing with 
home finances, have been 
launched on the PCW by a new 
software firm Vital Software. The 
company, who reckon that the 
software available in this field 
"simply isn't relevant" or "pretty 
indigestible" reckon that their 
Income Processor, Savings 
Processor and Insurance 
Processor are the kind of "simple 
•relevant software packages which 
any PCW user will be able to 
understand and apply directly to 
their needs." 

All three are written by systems 
analyst Stephen Walmsley who has 
aimed at reducing input as much 
as possible so that, it is claimed, 



Brickbat time 

It seems quite a few 8000 Plus 
readers have been having trouble 
with the Mira Group, who 
advertise club membership and 
PD software facilities for very 
reasonable rates from an address 
in Dewsbury. Quite a few people 
have heard nothing from them 
despite having their cheques 
cashed two months ago, and can 
only get through to an 



answerphone on Mira's quoted 
number, 0924 462670 - which is 
all that happened to our repeated 
calls. 

This doesn't appear to be a 
swindle, just sloth - Mira have 
almost certainly set up in good 
faith and have found the time 
they can devote to their hobby 
much less than they thought - 
but if you do send any money off, 
it looks like you'll have to be 
prepared for a long wait. 



Look after the pennies 

the programs do not need a long, 
complex manual. 

The Income Processor offers a 
'profit and loss account' for family 
and personal finances. Income and 
expenditure are divided into 
categories or 'accounts' chosen by 
the user. This gives you a full 
breakdown on your income and 
expenditure and how it changes 
over a period of time. At a press of 
a button you will be able to see 
exactly how you stand financially. 

The Savings Processor is a 
balance sheet, again for family or 
personal finances. It allows you to 
record full details of all assets and 
liabilities, including cash balances, 
possessions, life assurance 
policies and stocks and shares. Set 
against these are mortgages, 



Carry on Adding 

Kador have taken over sales of 
MEAC Designs very popular 
Amstrad accessories following the 
death of MEAC's owner earlier this 
year. A Mr Young, of Kador, says 
this hasn't involved any price 
changes in the MEAC range of 
products, though the stock is 
limited. He added however that if 
the present demand continues, 
Kador may well begin 
manufacturing the add-ons 
themselves as MEAC Designs are 
currently winding down. Kador 
have also changed their premises 
and can now be located on 0443 
740281 . 



loans, HP and leasing liabilities. 

The Insurance Processor is a 
system to create an inventory of all 
items insured under all insurance 
policies with premium rates and 
dates on which premiums are due. 
You can list them room by room 
and classify them according to the 
headings you choose. This also 
acts as a schedule of fixed assets. 

One advantage claimed is that 
the programs can operate 
independently or they can fit in with 
other packages in the range. The 
packages are designed to work in a 
similar style. Each costs £29.90 
from Vital Software (01 494 3041). 

Two more programs are being 
prepared at present - one on tax 
computations and the other on long 
term financial planning. 



Better even than a 
PCW printer 

Help is on hand for anyone not 
content with the output from their 
PCW dot matrix or daisywheel 
printers and yet unwilling to pay 
high commercial prices for laser 
printing (claimed by the group to be 
as high as £5 a page). It's claimed 
that these pernickety customers 
can save thousands of pounds by 
joining the club. 

The AmScript User/Publisher 
Group (who thinks up these snappy 
names?) is offering prices as low 
as £1 for an A4 page according to 
their laser printed press release. 

Originally intended for 
publishers and authors the group is 
now offering to produce business- 
cards, letter-heads, brochures, 
reports, newsletters, theses, 
transparencies, contracts, terms of 
business, forms and anything else 
they can think of. 

Although not exclusively for 
LocoScript users, the group is 
geared up to cater with the output 
of the PCWs own word-processor 
(both versions). Annual 
membership is £12 (including a 
laser printed newsletter) and it is 
claimed no service or product costs 
more than £3. They even claim to 
help budding authors publish their 
work. That sounds like a full time 
job by itself. 

For full details send a SAE to 
The AmScript User/Publisher 
Group, 68 Barcombe Road, 
Brighton, East Sussex, BN1 9LR or 
phone 0273 606067. 



DIY DTP 



A new Do-It- Yourself publishing 
centre, Graphic Point, has been 
opened in Birmingham to allow 
computer owners to make use of 
the latest desk top publishing 
technology. This is believed to be 
the first time this kind of service 
has been seen in Britain although 
it is already popular in the USA. 

Computer owners will be able 
to take their disc into the 2000 sq 




A The DIY DTPers hard at work. 



ft centre and gain direct access to 
DTP systems, laser printers, 
typesetters and scanners. A full 
design and print service is also 
available. 

Although not available at the 
moment it is planned soon to 
have facilities for PCW owners to 
input text from their own three 
inch discs. For details phone 021 
233 2905. 
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Joined up writing 
on a PCW8256? 

Yes, use LocoFont! 

For just £19.95, LocoFont gives you 
ten distinctive typestyles on the 
PCW's built-in matrix printer. 

With LocoFont you can select a typestyle to fit the mood of your 
writing. Use the Script font to thank Aunty for the socks at Christmas, 
the Roman font for professional business 
letters, the Copper Plate font for stylish 
invitations - or cut a dash with Deco. 



To select a typestyle, simply pick the font 
you require from one simple LocoScript 
menu. 

Of course, comingfrom Locomotive Software, 
all ten styles include all of LocoScript 2's 
characters and accents.You'll even get better 
looking text in 15 and 17 pitch - the new 
fonts have twice the resolution of the old! 



Character Set 



ans serif 
Modern 
Finesse 
Definite 
V Script 
Deco 

CopjerPlate 
Capital 
Roman 



For printer 
MATRIX 



LocoScript 2 - New Edition! 

If you haven't already, now's the time to move up to 

LocoScript 2 - the better word processor for thePCW. 

Not only have we released LocoFont (which only works with 
LocoScript 2), but LocoScript 2 itself now comes with two high quality 
typestyles. And if you want to use a different printer, we now support 
over 250 matrix, daisywheel and laser printers - but for some, you 
may need the Printer Drivers Disc. 

The new edition of LocoScript 2 costs £24.95. Buy LocoScript 2 
together with our spelling checker LocoSpell for £34.90 saving £10 on 
the combined price. To complete the family, add LocoMail for £29.95. 

Note: A free upgrade of LocoSpell or LocoMail to work with LocoScript 2 is available. 
For details of the upgrade, or of any Locomotive products phone (0306) 740606 - 24 hours. 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 




3>ear Awvty Mary 

Thank, yoti/ for the wonderful eocko you eet 
Ghrietmaio. They fitted perfeotty, and were 
rUfht colour to ao with, my new euM/. 

9 hope that you and Uncle Tom had oe a 
enjoyable Christmas as $ did. T expect it. 
rather warmer in Spain- than it was back 

yours 



ID<DM«rV]HC»3g 

Saturday 12th August 

Cgg Mayennalse 
Deep fried Erie with Carllc 

— t — 

Pculet Restl 

Beef Stregancff 

Vegetarian Lasagne 

served with a selection of vegetables 

•r a green salad 

— » — 

lift Id (*«»»*»■•*■• *™m *h« tr^Mau 



The Manager 
Blue Wldglts Ltd 
St Albans 

29th June 88 

Dear Sir 

I should be grateful if you co 
details of your full range of wldgl 
particularly need a side mounting I 
drilled with three fixing holes. 

In addition to details of the 
would like to receive details of thi 
hold as a matter of course. If the 
suitable, I expect to be placing a < 
orriffr nn a rflgnlar h««ln. 



Dave and Hilary Webster 

tnvttc 

Steve and Mary 

to tfveir grand 
f*.o«jL*«v<* cs.-t~rtt-lri.gr party 

at 24 Lodge Lane, Kainsford, Herts 
on Saturday 15th December 
from 7.30 pni 



To: 



Name 
Address 



Postcode 



Katy Buchan, Locomotive Software 
Allen Court, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1YL 
Phone (0306) 740606 



Please send me the following products 

□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 
□ 



LocoScript 2 (New Edition) with LocoSpell 

LocoSpell (requires LocoScript 2.03 or later) 

LocoMail 

LocoScript 2 (New Edition) 

LocoFont (requires LocoScript 2.12 or later) 

Printer Drivers Disc (specify 8256/8512/9512) 

Total 
I enclose a cheque payable to 

Locomotive Software Limited 

Charge to my Access Card 



£34.90 
£19.95 
£29.95 
£24.95 
£19.95 
£14.95 




EAT YOUR HEART OUT 

Alec Rae dons his green eye shade and starts the presses rolling on the four DTP p 
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Ht tor choice with 
your needs? 



In theory a DTP, or desktop publishing, program should 
be as flexible as, say, a word processor. Just as you can 
write a note to your aunt or a 100,000 word novel in 
LocoScript you may want to produce anything from a small 
labelled diagram to a publication the size of the Sunday 
Times. But in DTP there are definitely horses for courses. 
Some programs are more suited to certain applications to 
others simply because of the way they tackle the question of 
making up a page. 

Some programs put the emphasis on graphics and 
design while others seem to regard the handling of text more 
important. Which one you choose depends largely on what 
application you have for the package. 

To a mouse 

All the desk top publishing packages claim to work either 
with or without a mouse, the little long-tailed gizmo to allow 
you to move the cursor about the screen more easily. Don't 
believe them. If you are going to do any amount of page 
make-up you will either need a mouse or the patience of 
Job. 

Check below what mice are compatible with the package 
of your choice. If you already have a certain type of mouse 
this might make a difference to your choice of package. And 
if you don't have a mouse, take into account that you will 
probably need to cough up the extra £30 or so for one. 



STOP PRESS 

£49.99 (£79.99 with mouse) 
• AMX (0925 413501) • 8000s only 
Although Stop Press falls definitely into the graphics 
biased category of DTP programs it is still the best all 
round buy. For those with an artistic bent it will provide 
you with what is the best graphics package available for 
the PCW but it also has quite sophisticated page design 
features not seen in its competitors. 

It is more limited on the text side, as the only one 
that does not have a text editor but the way it gets 
round this is clever and would suit most PCW owners. 

Design 

Stop Press is one of those programs that allows you to build 
up the page as you go along - probably the most user- 
friendly method for anyone not trained in page design. 

One innovation by the designers is the full screen pull 
down menu chart. Press a couple of buttons and the screen 
is filled with a chart of icons representing virtually all the 
program's operations. Click on the correct icon and away 
you go. When you get to know the package a bit this stage 
can be cut out by typing in the grid reference (for example 
'erase' is L3) and going straight to the section you want. 

This means that apart from text entry mode you have the 
full screen to work on (it's not cluttered up with icons and 
menus). At any time you can quickly call up a reduced 
version of the page to allow you to see the complete layout. 

Some of the icons are a bit obscure (not every operation 
can easily be represented by a suitable symbol) but a bit of 
trial and error will usually allow you to work things out 
without constantly consulting the manual. 

You can work with or without fixed size columns (up to 
seven columns) or even pick variable column sizes to suit. 
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Text 

If there is a criticism of Stop Press it would be that it doesn't 
have an in-built text editor, although it does have 
sophisticated text features that some of the others don't. 

The idea is that you prepare your text in LocoScript 1 or 
2, put in all your bolds and italics at that point and the 
program converts the file to suit. It is true that you always do 
find a mistake, in a prominent position, as soon as you get 
the text on the the page but you can still change individual 
words on screen as long as you are careful not to change 
the length of it. 

One big plus is that when you are loading text into 
various boxes (you can define the boxes in advance to keep 
the text to the area you specify) you can stop, move to the 
next box and start again at the correct point in the text. 

However the most sophisticated feature must be the 
Autoflow - the ability to wrap text round an illustration or into 
oddly shaped boxes, giving some very sophisticated effects. 

Headlines 

There are 1 headline fonts giving a good variety and there 
is an even wider variety of sizes you can use. There are 19 
fixed sizes between 10 and 192 point but once you have 
chosen your size you can adjust the height and width of the 
font, the spaces between letters and the leading (the space 
between the lines) to allow you to squeeze a headline into 
an exact space. 

Being designed on a full 32 by 32 grid the fonts convert 
well into the bigger sizes with few of the jagged edges 
obvious in other programs. However you can get strange 
effects if you distort a font too far. 

You can even define your own font or, more practically, 
modify one of the existing fonts to suit your tastes. 
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Graphics 

Not only is this the best graphics package available in a 
DTP package it is probably the best graphics package 
available on the PCW and there are some people who 
would find this alone worth the £50 investment. 

The choice of facilities is vast and it would take a lot 
of experimentation to discover the full range of effects 
that are possible. The process of ghosting 
(superimposing one image on another) can give hours 
of innocent fun and there is a wide range of free-hand 
drawing, painting and spraying tools. 

There is a good range of fill patterns and you can 
create your own 'fills' which also doubles as a simple 
'symbol' definer. 

The zoom (the ability to blow up a part of the screen 
and switch individual pixels on and off) works well. It 
shows both the magnified area and the original graphic 
at the same time, allowing you to see the effects your 
changes are making and you can easily reposition the 
box around the screen. 

As everything on the page is handled as a piece of 
graphics (others make distinctions between graphics 
and text boxes) you can use graphics effects on text 
and headlines. You can move text around the screen 
and position it accurately - a great way of getting round 
any shortcomings in the text editing side. 

There is a selection of clip art with frames, cartoon 
figures, useful symbols and a few reasonable line- 
drawings. 





Other features 

Recognising that there are many uses for a DTP package 
beyond making up pages, Stop Press has a neat graph 
drawing section with bar graphs or pie charts. One of the 
easier and quicker ways of getting simple graphs on to 
paper. 

Add ons 

Stop Press works with either the AMX or the Kempston 
mouse and it can take pictures from the Masterscan 
scanner. It will also take images direct from the Rombo 
digitiser. 
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Professional 
note 

If you're really serious about 
DTP you might think about 
investing a few thousand 
pounds in an Apple 
Macintosh plus a laser 
printer. You can still use your 
PCW for text preparation and 
then do the page makeup on 
the Mac. This, and all the 
other pages in 8000 Plus, are 
produced this way. 
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FEATURE 




Headline note 

If you want nice smooth 
headlines instead of the 
rather Jagged ones DTP 
packages give you, good old 
low-tech Utrasei. the rub- 
down lettering available from 
any stationers, is still a good 
bet 
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DESK TOP PUBLISHER 

£29.95 • Database Software Ltd 

(0625 878888) • 8000s only 

This is the cheapest program available and probably the 

easiest to get to grips with - although this is partly 

because it carries fewer features than the others. It is 

definitely more in the 'text orientated' school of 

programs with its own text editor. 

It does instill an organised attitude to page layout 
which is probably no bad thing for someone not used to 
page design. It would be suitable for an occasional user 
and for simple repetitive use especially for 'texty' pages 
although it may seem limiting to anyone interested in 
imaginative or creative design. 

Design 

By its very nature Desk Top gets you organised. The first 
operation is to design a page from scratch and then fit the 
elements to the space available. This takes a bit of practice 
but, in the long run can help to create consistently organised 
pages. 

Only then do you start creating headlines, illustrations 
and columns of text each in their own sections. So, for 
instance, you can cut or expand the text in the text editor to 
fit its box or scale a picture to suit. 

While you are in the page design section you can 
'preview' your page - a rather slow process of printing a cut 
down version to the screen. This is worthwhile however as it 
shows up if any of the elements is too big for its box. If, for 
example, there is too much text for a box, it will try and print 
it all even if it means overwriting graphics or headings. 

Graphics 

Desk Top works by setting limits on what you do. Once you 
have set up the size of your graphics window in page design 
you move to the graphics section and call up the window. 
The space you have available is shown on screen and you 
have to fit the illustration into it - a bit like a Krypton factor 
test. 

You can introduce illustrations from clip art, a scanner or 
a digitiser and then scale them to fit although this can cause 
distortions if you don't get it right. 

Although more than adequate to modify imported 
graphics or for diagrams (using the shape drawing utilities) it 



Text 

Desk Top Publisher tests your ability as a sub-editor far 
more than your ability as a page designer. Again you 
are given the space and you have to produce the text 
to fiH it. This cart be done directly at the keyboard, 
although it is not as good a word processor as, say 
LocoScript, so to produce a whole publication tike this 
would be a tiring business. 

You can import the text from an ASCIi file (as you 
can produce in LocoScript for instance) but again you 
have to plan ahead and have a reasonable idea of how 
much space your words will take. You cannot use one 
long file to fill several boxes so you really have to 
carefully create several flies with slightly more text than 
you need and then edit them down to fit 

When the text is too big for the space you get a 
'Window Extended' message. You cut the text until this 
disappears and then you are at the right length. This 
you will only leam with experience. 

One advantage is that you have WYSIWYG (the 
famous 'What You See Is What You Get*) in the text 
editor. In practical terms if you set a word to be bold or 
italics it will appear as bold or italics on the screen. 



might be ambitious to try to create an illustration from 
scratch in the graphics section. It has all the elements you 
would normally expect from a drawing package but in 
practice they don't work with the fluidity you would really 
want for free hand drawing. 

The screen is set out with all the icons framing the actual 
drawing area, which is handy but does cut down the working 
space. There are 16 fill patterns available although the 
actual operation of fill is slightly erratic. 

The zoom facility (cryptically called Magnify) does show 
the both the magnified area and the changes although as 
the area chosen isn't marked on the illustration it is possible 
to lose yourself on the screen. Each pixel has to be set or 
unset individually - a slow process. 

Headlines 

Headlines in Desk Top provide an almost infinite variation in 
size, although this brings its own problems. To type in a 




headline you create a box on screen, which you reckon to 
be the size of each letter you want. If any task needs a exact 
eye this does, as you very quickly find it too big or too small 
for the text or line breaks coming at totally inappropriate 
places. You then have to have a good memory to adjust the 
box size next time you try. There also seems to be no 
opportunity to adjust the spaces between letters or words, 
short of actually cutting and pasting. 

Perhaps because the fonts are designed on the smaller 
16x16 grid or because you are more than likely to be 
distorting them from their normal shape the fonts in the 
larger sizes are inclined to show a marked tendency to 
stepping' - the jagged edges that appear when you try to 
create a rounded edge. You have a font editor to create your 
own fonts. There are 15 fonts provided although they more 
on the practical side rather then imaginative. 

Add ons 

The DTP can take all three popular mice (AMX, Kempston 
and Electric Studio) and the Masterscan scanner. 

NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL 

£25 (£50 with light pen)(£70 with mouse) 
• The Electric Studio • 8000s only 

Despite the fact that Newsdesk was the first on the DTP 
market it has held up well against the opposition. It has 
a strong graphics base, being built round the popular 
Electric Studio art packages. 

It also has its own in-built text editor and you have 
reasonably sophisticated facilities to load in text from a 
word-processor. It is based on the old Electric Studio 
pull-down menu system. This is fine for those who are 
used to it although it might take a while for a beginner 
to work out the logic. 

Design 

Again this is a 'make it up as you go along' style of page 
design. You start with a completely blank screen and build it 
up like a jig-saw puzzle. 

You can set text boxes to any size you want and these 
can be duplicated across the page. However there is no way 




of regularly creating even sized columns to fill the page, 
other than working out the sizes and setting the lines 
according to the grid references. 

Everything is chosen by a series of pull down menus 
which take a bit of getting used to. This does leave the full 
screen free to work on and you can call up a cut down 
version of the page to see how it is building up. 

Text 

Although perhaps not competing with a regular word 
processor Newsdesk does have its own text editor, making it 
one of the most flexible packages. 

Although you would perhaps find it tiring to fype in a 
whole publication you can import text in ASCII from your 
word processor and then edit it to the right length or make 
those last minute corrections before putting it on the page. 

The program also has the important facility of being able 
to stop in the middle of a file (when a box is filled) and start 
again - invaluable in multi-column pages. The only thing 
missing is a method of gauging accurately how much room 
your text will take up, so getting things exactly right is a bit of 
trial and error. Still it does allow you to do this - a feature 
some rivals don't provide. It is sometimes difficult to 
accurately place text in a box. 
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STOP PRESS 

PLUSES 

Excellent graphics passage 
Great design potential 



MINUSES 
■ No text editor 
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DESKTOP PUBLISHER 




PLUSES 


MINUSES 


Good WYSIWIG text editor 


■ Cumbersome in use 


Organised method of design 


■ Spreading text over several columns 




difficult 


RANGE OF FEATURES ■■ 


■ PERFORMANCE ■■■■■ 


EASE OF USE ■■■■ 


■ DOCUMENTATION ■■■■■ 


8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT ■■■■■ 



NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL 



PLUSES 

Text editor 

Can split text over several columns 

Full graphics package 



MINUSES 

■ Menu system confusing 
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FLEET STREET EDITOR 

PLUSES 

Multj page design 

Well suited to producing a large number of 

pages with the least trouble 

Good text handling 



MINUSES 

■ Limited in design facilities 

■ Graphics package inadequate 
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Digitiser note 

One way of including pictures 
in your publications is to use 
a digitiser. This is a device 
which takes pictures from a 
video camera and trims them 
into a dot pattern which can 
be included in your DTP 
pages as a normal graphic. 
Rombo and the Electric 
Studio both produce 
digttisers - see this issue's 
Good Software Guide, 
Graphics section. 



Laser printers 

Laser printers (which start at 
£1000 or so) give a much 
higher resolution than your 
PCW printer and so produce 
much cleaner looking output. 
The snag is that you're 
limited to the resolution of 
the package you're using - 
which means a laser printer 
plus any of the programs 
here will still result in jagged 
headlines and coarse clip art, 
but less smudgy looking.. 
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Graphics 

Electric Studio are the old masters of PCW graphics 
and anyone who has used one of their light pen or 
mouse driven packages will be totally at home. The 
graphics section is the same as you would get if you 
bought a drawing package so it has everything you 
need. There are a wide range of tools - brush, pen nib 
and spray sizes and you can create some quite 
interesting effects using the ink modes and colours. 
This is the only program that works with a light pen - a 
method many people may find more natural than free- 
hand drawing with a mouse. However it has to be 
admitted that it does not give the same control as a 
mouse and especially in freehand drawing this can 
cause problems. 

The zoom facility is one where the magnified 
screen doesn't allow you to see how your changes 
affect your drawing and is not so solid as some of the 
later packages so it takes a bit of patience getting 
things just right. 

Electric Studio have a disc of clip art available for 
their art packages although they are mostly cartoon 
type images. 



Headlines 

At first the method of producing headlines might seem 
limiting but in practice it works quite well. Basically there are 
only seven font styles (all reasonably sensible including the 
old faithful Old English) and only three type sizes (the 
biggest 36 point) 

Whether you find the range limiting depends on taste 
although in practice you might not need many more. If you 
were really keen you could create your own in the font 
editor. 

The problem of getting the right type size is got round 
quite ingeniously by typing in headings and then expanding 
them, like a piece of graphics to fit the space exactly. As the 
fonts are designed on a 32 x 32 grid they should stand up to 
any distortion better than the smaller ones. 

Add ons 

The system works with all the Electric Studio extras, the 
mouse, light-pen and digitiser. 

FLEET STREET EDITOR PLUS 

£49.95 • Mirrorsoft Ltd (01 377 4645) 
• 8000s only 

Probably the most ambitious of the group, Fleet Street 
Editor Plus has, at least, tried to provide many of the 
features that you would expect from a serious 
professional page maker would provide. 

Admittedly it is quite limited on the graphics front 
but the text handling facilities are unequalled. Not only 
does it have a text editor it even has a word count. 

Because of the very complexity of the program the 
early versions did have some bugs which resulted in the 
program crashing rather regularly although, later 
versions have hopefully sorted this out. It is, by far, the 
most complicated program and takes a bit of effort to 
get to know. It is the most suitable for people who 
intend churning out a lot of pages with the least effort. 

Design 

Fleet Street is the only multi-page system available, allowing 
you to create several pages in a publication (left and right 
handed) and allowing you to set default lay-outs to give you 
consistency throughout. However you can over-ride the lay- 



out setting if you find it too limiting. 

Again in Fleet Street you prepare the elements in 
separate sections and bring them together in the page 
design section although this time you don't need to plan in 
advance - they simply add the elements as you build up the 
page. 

You can set up to seven columns for text (presuming that 
your text has nothing but very short words in it), set the 
length and spread text over as many columns or even pages 
as you want. 

Throughout you have the choice of metric or imperial 
measures and the grids for lay-out are useful. Although 
there is a fair amount of flexibility at the design stage it is still 
not as simple to get exactly what you want in the way a 
'graphics' based design works. 

One particularly unusual quirk for mouse users is that 
you 'click' on to an item by using what is normally the Cancel 
button - needing a very frustrating period of retraining. 



Text 

Certainly the most extensive text handling facilities, the 
text editor is as near to a proper word processor as any 
- including a word counter. It also allows you to import 
text either in ASCII form or using LocoScript files. 

Once you have the text on disc you can add it to 
page in either 12, 18, 24 or 36 point (as with 
headlines). There is again a rather unusual use of the 
mouse when instead of clicking on an icon you place 
the cursor in the place you want the text to go and 
press one of the function keys. 

If the text is too long for the text windows you can 
either move on to another column immediately or save 
it to go on another page. As you load the file on to a 
page it actually removes it from the menu so you can't 
put the same story in twice. If you find you have made 
a mistake you actually 'recover' the text from the box to 
make it available on disc again - a very useful facility. 



Graphics 

There is no way that you could describe Fleet Street as 
having a full blown graphics facility. It has the most limited 
range of features although, to make up, there is a good 
range of clip art. It is more likely that you will use it to modify 
clip art or a digitised picture than attempt any freehand 
drawing. It has a full screen zoom facility and a rather 
unhelpful method of switching pixels on and off. 

More important the program does have the ability to 
convert graphics from other PCW graphics packages - a 
much more sensible idea. 

Headlines 

There are only five reasonable standard heading fonts 
although you can vary these by making them outline, bold or 
italic giving in the end a reasonable choice. 

Headlines are entered from the keyboard in position - 
fine when you are sure of what you are doing but nowhere 
near as flexible as the graphics based programs. 

Add ons 

The program can be used with a Kempston mouse and a_ 
Rombo digitiser. 




NOTES IN THE DARK? 

Light them up with CHIBASE! 

CHIBASE is specially designed and written for the PCW by Chiasma Software 



Putting your notes or abstracts on Chibase is really easy, and Chibase helps you to find 
just the ones you need by means of keywords. 

This is how Chibase could work for you: 

• You can use Chibase to replace an indexed cardfile or notebook. A Chibase record 
corresponds to a card in the cardfile or a page in the notebook. 

• Chibase includes a simple text editor which enables you to enter and amend your 
record text on the screen. As you type or amend your record you can nominate one or 
more words as keywords. A single key command nominates the word at the cursor as 
a keyword, and the word becomes highlighted. 

• A single key command causes the edited text to be stored as a record on the 
database. The keywords will be stored in an index. The software uses the index to find 
records. 

• You can selectively retrieve records by means of an enquiry which is just a list of 
keywords. Those records which include the listed keywords will be retrieved. You can 
also retrieve only those records whose keywords include some minimum number of 
the keywords in the list. 

Some features of Chibase 

• Fast and easy to use: No complicated syntax to learn. 

• Free format text up to 23 lines of 80 characters per record. 

• Keywords up to 1 5 characters. Up to 50 keywords per record. 

• An Index of keywords is automatically maintained by the software. You can view or 
print the index. 

• Form facility, if required, helps you to position text within the records. Move between 
parts of the form by pressing the TAB key. 

• Export/Import facility enables you to move English text t or from your word processor. 

• Amend/Delete facilities. 

• Sort facility. (Needs 512K RAM). 

• High capacity achieved by automatic text compression and true variable length 
records. 

• Comprehensive Indexed Manual with tutorial introduction. 

PRICE ONLY £49.95 inc. 



CWMBRAN COMPUTER CENTRE 

(Dept. EP), 3-4 Ventnor Road, Old Cwmbran, Gwent, 
Phone: (06333) 60996 or 01-399 9758 (24 hours) 

Access/Visa welcome 
Open: Mon-Thur 1.30pm-7pm. Sun 10.00-1.00 



9512 
• COMPATIBLE 



TIMEDATA 



PROFESSIONAL TIMERECORDING 

FOR SOLICITORS USING PCW8512 

£95.00 

This unique program allows a Solicitor to immediately 
start effective time recording even if they have had no 
previous computer experience. It requires NO changes 
to existing accounting methods, and can support up to 
ten fee earners. The program was written by experts in 
solicitors' systems and was created specially for the Am- 
strad PCW851 2 computer. 

Accountants too have found it invaluable for their time 
recording needs. 

In a recent review Amstrad 8000 gave it 4 out of 5 for 
overall value! 

For greater details and sample reports write to: 



APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY 

42 Enfield Street, Beeston 

NOTTINGHAM NG91DL 



INDEX, HOW TO 



Anisble Index the only fully featured extraction indexer for 

Locoscript text documents. Alphabetization by 
letter or by word. Correct page references. 
Indexes WORDS, PHRASES and INVERTED 
PHARASES. Full editing of the index is 
possible, plus page-proof compatibility. 

Ansiblelndex includes a trouble-free 
word counter and the unique vocabulary testing 
program GREASE ! 



BRAND NEW 



A.I.Q 



Price:29.95 



Random text generator, with uncannily realistic 
results. Blank verse, rude letters, horoscopes, 
etc. Also, SHORT STORY PLOT DEVELOPER 
for writers! Every idea different ... use ours, or 
write your own. 

Price £25.95 



Request or information sheet. All our software is accompanied by 
an operating manual written in plain English. The price shown 
includes VAT, delivery anywhere in the world and full after sales 
support. No hidden extras ! 

ANISIBLE INFORMATION 

94 London Road 

Reading, Berks RG1 5AU 

Tel: 0672 62576 









HURRY ! HURRY ! HURRY ! 

DON'T MISS THESE BARGAINS 

UP TO HALF PRICE REDUCTIONS IN OUR 

SUPER SPRING SALE 



NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL RRP £3935 £25 

NEWSDESK WITH LIGHT PEN RRP£6935 £50 

NEWSDESK WITH MOUSE RRP JS89S5" £70 

At these prices this is the most affordable desk 

top publisher ever written for the PCW. 

It's ALWAYS been the BEST - now it's the 

CHEAPEST 



VIDEO DIGITISER RRP-£9935 NOW £50 

THE BIGGEST SAVING EVER OFFERED, AND THE BEST WAY 
TO INCLUDE PICTURES IN YOUR DESK TOF? PUBLISHER. 



HALF PRICE OFFERS ON SNIP ART 

OR FONT LIBRARY DISCS - ONLY £7.45 EACH 

Snip Art 1 & 2 General, 3 Nature, 4 Travel, 5 Leisure, 6 Sport 
Font Library 1, 2 and 3-12 ExtraFonts on each disc 




The Electric Studio 
8 The Cam Centre 

Wilbury Way 
Hitchin SG4 OTW 
Tel: 0462 420222 



Please send me the items indicated: 



NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL C25 



NEWSDESK WITH LIGHT PEN £50 



NEWSDESK WITH MOUSE 



VIDEO DIGITISER 



SNIP ART DISC} 1| 2j 3| 4| 5| 6 £7.45 each 
FONT LIBRARY! 1| 2 | 3 | £7.45 each 



NAME & ADDRESS 



I have enclosed a cheque or P.O for £ 

or please debit my Access/Visa/Amex card 

No. 

Signed 



OFFICE 



GRAPHIC 
ARTISTRY 

You can prove anything with statistics - 
and Mini Office's graphics module makes 
illustrating them easy 



Touch of a 
button 

The quick way to select items 
from a Mini Office menu, instead 
of cursors and [ENTER], is to 
press [SHIFT][+], From now on 
letters show up by each item of 
each menu and you can then 
select the item just by pressing 
the letter, without return -just G 
for graphics, B for bar chart and 
soon. 



Lies, damned lies, and statistics - but how much more 
convincing they all look if they're supported by 
illustrations. The graphics package will take data you 
type in at the keyboard and turn it into bar or pie charts or 
line graphs. You can label them, save them, print them out 
(not if you have a 9512 though) and edit your data to 
produce new charts later on. 

Suppose you want to illustrate the success of your 
mythical magazine, Train Spotting Plus, over its arch rival, 
Train Spotter. A series of graphs (bar or line) illustrating the 
monthly sales figures for 1987 for each mag will make the 
point. Or you may want to illustrate your dominance of the 
market using a pie chart. 

So, insert your Mini Office disc, type office then select 
'graphics'. From the main menu choose 'Edit' then 'Edit' 




. Defining a data set 



Spread it around 

If you use the spreadsheet, you 
can save data from it in a form 
the graphics package can use. 
This process will be covered 
later in this series. Details aren't 
in the manual but appear in the 
READSPRD.ME document on 
side 4 -typing type 
READSPRD.ME Will put this 

document on screen. 
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▲ Printout of bar chart using two data sets and the side by side' option. The 
'primary' data set Spotting Plus's, is displayed first and the secondary' set (Train 
Spotter) second for each month. In the 'stacked' option, the primary data set goes 
at the top of each bar. 



from the next menu. You're entering new data, so press n for 
New and give a name for your data set- say spottingt 
87. Now you type in a 'field title' (eg. January) data (ie. the 
sales figure for that month) and a group number for each 
item (ie. each month for 1 987). The group number only 
applies to pie charts, so we'll worry about that later: for now 
just press [ENTER] twice to make everything go in group 1. 

When you've finished, press [EXIT] and your data is 
displayed. It's been called 'Data set 1', and the title, total and 
average is there for you. Now for the rival magazine's set of 
figures. Press n for New (note this has automatically been 
called 'set 2') and give the title and monthly figures as 
before. You'll have to type in the field titles exactly as you did 
before or Mini Office won't be able to match them up later 
on, when you want it to put both you and your rival's monthly 
figures side-by-side on the same graph. A quick way of 
doing this is to press [EXIT][EXIT] c after n. This will copy all 
the field titles to a new set, set 2, and you can then just enter 
the figures for each month and the group for each item. 
When the new set is done, [EXIT] twice to get back to the 
main graphics menu. 

Called to the bar 

Now select 'Bar Chart' and when the bar chart screen shows 
up, press [ENTER] with the cursor on the bar chart icon. 
Data set 1 - Train Spotting Plus's sales figures - are drawn 
to screen. Great eh? Now to explore some of the options, 
via the 'Options' icon. When you put the cursor on this and 
[ENTER] you see more icons which you can change with 
[ENTER]. 

The top icon lets you pick the data set. Data set 1 was 
used automatically for the first, but now you can switch to 
set 2, your rival's. With the cursor on DATA, press [ENTER] 
and give the number of data sets you want to use (ie. 1) 
followed by the number of the set (2) then [ENTER]. Then 
just [EXIT] and with the cursor on the bar chart icon and 
[ENTER] - your rival's chart appears. 

Now for an effective comparison. As above, pick the data 
set, but ask for two data sets to use. Give 1 as the 'primary' 
and 2 as the 'secondary'. Now when you draw your chart 
you'll see the two sets of figures side by side for each 
month. 

There are other options you can use. The lines' icon with 
'ON' written on it lets you choose between having scale lines 
drawn across your chart or not. The ruler lets you have the 
scale made up automatically or choose it yourself. 
(Unfortunately you can't have scales between, say, 5000 




. Line graph with two data sets 



and 30000 - your minimum must be negative. Why do they 
do this to us?). 

The bar chart icon near the bottom lets you choose 
modes for charts displaying more than one data set - either 
side by side or on top of each other. The second option 
stacks the figures: suppose Train Spotting Plus sold 30000 
in January, its rival 10000. With this option you'd have a bar 




40000 high for January, with the 
bottom 30000 shaded one colour and 
the top 10000 another. The bottom 
icon lets you select a 2D display or a 
3D effect. 



My prints will come 

Now to print the chart. The 'TV icon 
takes you into another series of options. 
The top one, the printer icon, prints the 
currently displayed chart and you can 
choose sideways or normal printing with 
the bottom icon (if you look closely, you'll 
see the holes to show the orientation of the 
continuous paper). Sideways is rather 
bigger than normal (Cursor down to the 
bottom icon, press [ENTER] to change the 
setting, then cursor back up to the print icon 
and [ENTER] to print.) 

The 'invert screen' option's function is 
obvious, and the other two icons cover saving 
and loading the currently displayed graph. To 
save the current graph, go to the arrow-to-disc 
icon and [ENTER], giving an appropriate name 
like bar. i. To retrieve the graph later on, get 
back here and select the disc-to-arrow icon, giving the right 
name. You'll have to get back to the main bar chart menu 
and [ENTER] on the bar icon to draw it to screen. 

It would be good to label this graph, which is done via the 
'Text' option. [ENTER] on this to bring the text options up. 
Their effects are pretty obvious. [ENTER]ing on 'Text' lets 
you write out the text you want. Then position a box 
anywhere on screen to place it, using the cursors. [SHIFT] 
with the cursors moves the box in bigger jumps and [ALT] 
with cursors moves it to the edge of the screen. 

What a save 

Before you go any further, you should save the data you've 
defined. [EXIT] to the main menu and choose 'Load/Save' 
(note that the current graph is saved to memory and will 
reappear when you come back to it). 'Save all data' and give 
a suitable name when prompted. In future you can reload 
this data from 'Load/Save' - of course, you'll have to redraw 
it to screen. 

Choosing 'Line graph' from the main menu gives you 
functions very similar to the bar chart drawer. Loading data 
sets, adding text, printing and saving screens etc. is the 
same, and the only difference is in the 'graph options' (the 
graph OPT icon). You can have a graph with points marked 
by a triangle ('on' in the third icon down) or not and, if 
displaying two sets of data on the same graph, you can have 
one solid and one dotted ('on' in the fourth icon). 

The bottom icon gives you the chance to draw a 
cumulative graph. Instead of month-by-month sales, it will 



Mini Office 

PROFESSIONAL 




show the total so far for each month; if January was 1 000, 
February 2000, March 1500, then on the cumulative graph, 
January will be 1000, February 3000, March 4500, and so 
on. This is the icon with a line graph going up - normal is a 
fluctuating line. The third option, 'TOTALLED', will plot one 
graph, totalling the figures for each month from two or more 
data sets. Otherwise you'll get the different sets with 
separate lines superimposed. 




▲ Drawing a pie chart. Longer titles can be put in the key by overwriting with text 



MINI OFFICE 



Horses for 
courses 

Continuous processes - eg. 
how house prices fluctuate with 
time - go best in line graphs, 
while discrete data - earnings 
of different socio-economic 
groups, perhaps - should go in 
bar charts. Pie charts are good 
for showing how something is 
shared out - sales figures in 
different regions, perhaps, or 
your share of the market vis-a- 
vis your rivals. 



Not a good mixer 

You can't put a graph directly 
into a text document. To illustrate 
your word processed report 
you'll just have to leave space 
for the graph when you print 
your document and print the 
graph on to that sheet of paper 
later on - or put the graphs on 
separate sheets. 



The value of pie 



Suppose you want to draw a pie chart to 
illustrate how the market is shared out 
between you and your competitors. First you'll 
have to create a new set of data. If the old data 
sets are still hanging around, take 'Edit' in the 
main menu and then choose 'Delete all data'. 
(This only deletes from the memory, not from 
the disc). Then take 'Edit' to get to the data 
entry screen and press n for New. 

Enter the sales figures as before for you 
and each of your rivals. Now those "group' 
numbers in the right hand column come into 
play. Let's say that there's yourself and five 
rival companies, conveniently called A, B, C, D 
and E. However, A and B are both subsidiaries 
of C. You can group A, B and C together when 
you draw the pie chart if you wish by putting 
them in the same group now - so, when 
prompted for group', put 1 for yourself, 2 for 
A, B and C, 3 for D and 4 for E. 

{EXIT] when finished to the main menu 
and take 'Pie chart'. The setup from here is 
similar to the bar and line graphs - the 
difference is again in the options. If you move 
to the 'options' icon and [ENTER] you can 
now select data sets as before. The 'WE' icon 
lets you draw pie charts for your data set's 



positive values only or negative values only 
(you can't represent both negative and 
positive values on the same pie chart). The 
bottom 'key' icon lets you have the key to the 
chart displayed or not. 

The middle pie chart icon selects the way 
the pie is split up. By [ENTERJing you cycle it 
through all slices together, all slices separated 
from each other, slices of your choice 
separated (you're asked for the ones to 
separate when you come to draw the pie) or 
the slices grouped according to the group 
numbers you defined in your data set. 

Normally Mini Office fills the slices with 
patterns of its own choosing, but you can 
select your own. Change the fourth icon in the 
options', currently showing NORMAL', to 
'SELECT'. When you draw your pie, as each 
slice is drawn, a selection of fill patterns 
appears at the foot of the screen. Move the 
cursor over the one you like best and [ENTER] 
to fill the slice with that pattern. If you choose 
DEFINED' from the options icon, then the last 
series of patterns you selected will be used. 

Printing the pie, adding text headings, 
saving data and so on is the same as for the 
bar charts and line graphs. 
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ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT -CARRIAGE FREE 
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PCW HARDWARE 




PCW 8256 


E329.00 


PCW 851 2 


£425.00 


PCW 9512 


£459 00 





NEW SECOND DISC DRIVE 

for the 82S6 and 9512 from Amstrad 

FD4E119 

(1 Megabyte Drive) 



Amstrad RS232/Cent. Interface £49.00 

8256 Memory Upgrade 851 2 P.O.A. 

RSC PCW Printer Extension (8256/8512) £11.00 

(pack includes power extension) 
RSC PCW Printer Extension (9512) £9.50 



LU 

X 



3"0ISK DRIVE HEAD CLEANING KII 





RSC special price 
£8 



DMTAfax 



By Kempston 

Diary - Phonebook - Notepad - Calendar 

* £29* 



PCW SOFTWARE - DATABASES 



Camsoft Cambase II £30.00 

Sage Retrieve £42.00 

Sage Magic Filer £43.00 

Datastore (Digita) (Version II) £28.00 

Supertype (Digita) (Version II) £17.00 

Database Manager (At Last) £18.00 

Masterfile 8000 £30.00 

dBase II £66.00 



Database Manager Plue 
£25 



W0RDPR0CESSING 



Tasman Tasword 8000* £16.00 

Tasman Tasprint 8000* £10.00 

Tasman Taspell 8000* £12.00 

Tasman Tas Sign £20.00 

Arnor Protext £38.00 

Arnor Pocket Protext £27.00 



SPREADSHEETS PCW 



Amsoft Supercalc 2 


£30.00 


RSC SPECIAL C 


NewWordll 


£45.00 


Cracker II 


£29.00 





GRAPHICS PCW 



Dr Draw £30.00 

Dr Graph £30.00 

Electric Studio Video Digitiser £80.00 



^ 



(0923) 243301 
(24 hours) 

(6 lines) 

Fax: (0923) 

37946 



AMX MOUSE PACKAGE 

(with Desktop) 

Graphic Front End-Desk Diary 

Telephone Address Book-Memopad 

Desk Accessories all for 

£50 



PCW DUST COVERS 



Very attractive set. 

Keep your PCW dust free. 

VDU keyboard & Printer £8.65 

(Please specify 8256, 851 2 or 951 2) 



STOP PRESS 



DESKTOP PUBUSHING 

13 Fonts, Clip Art, Typesetting, 

Cut & Pasteup, Graphic Design 

NEW IN!! . . . £30.00 

STOP PRESS + AMX MOUSE . . . £60.00 



RSC'S SPECIALS 



Amsoft CF2 

Double sided/ 
Single Density 

£18 

for box of 10 



For 20 £1 7.50 per box For 50 £1 7 per box 

larger quantities - price on application 




Loco script 2 £16.00 

Locoscript 2 with Locospell 2 £28.00 

Locospell I (for Locoscript 1) £26.00 

Locospell II £17.00 

Locomail I & II £26.00 



ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 

Export, Government & Educational Orders 
Welcome. All enquiries & payments to 
RSC Ltd, 75 Queens Road, Watford 

WD1 2QN 

Telex: 265871 MON REF G. REF CJJ128 

Tel: (0923) 243301 (6 lines) 

Callers Welcome 

All prices subject to change without notice - all goods subject to 

availability 

Carriage Free 

Map Integrated Accounts 

- Sales, Purchase, Nominal Ledgers and Stock Control. Com- 
prehensive Reporting of Debtors. Creditors. Invoicing State- 
ments, V. A.T. calculation. Profit and Loss Accounts and Balance 

Sheet _ „.e94.00 

Map Payroll £38.00 

Camsoft Stock Control £38.00 

Camsoft Sales Ledger £38.00 

Camsoft Purchase Ledger £38.00 

Camsoft Nominal Ledger „ £38.00 

Camsoft Invoicing System £38.00 

PSPN-Sales, Purchase and Nominal £69.00 

PSIS-Stock, Invoicing and Sales £69.00 

PSIL-Stock, Inv, Sales, Purch *. Norn £98.00 

Money Manager Plus £27.00 



DISC STORAGE BOXES 



PCW DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Fleet Street Editor Plus £40.00 

Electric Studio - Newsdesk International £33.50 

The Database Publisher (Software) £20.00 

Database Desktop Publisher (with AMX Mouse) £52.00 

Llghtpen with Newsdesk ..„ £49.00 

Mouse with Newsdesk _ £69.00 

Kempston Mouse £55.00 

Kempston Mouse with Fleet Street £95.00 



ACCOUNTS PCW 



Sage Popular Accounts 

- Designed for inexperienced users, suitable for cash or credit 
trade. Single program disk, fully automatic sales, 
purchase* nominal ledger. 999 sales+purchase accounts 

£60.00 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus 

- AH the features of the Accounts program, plus automatic 
invoicing and Stock Recording £94.00 

Sage Popular Invoicing 

- For the business with higher than average output of Invoices. 
Can be used on its own or in conjunction with Sage Popular 
Accounts „ _ £44.00 

Sage Popular Payroll 

- Handles all UK tax codes and N.I. tables £44.00 






AMS 20L 

(holds 21 3" disks) 

Perfect Storage 
Box Designed 
and made 
for 3" Disks £10 



Mini Office 

PROFESSIONAL W 

Value for money 

Five programs £18.50 by Database 



STOCKMARKET 



£27 



PCW COMMUNICATIONS 



MODEMS 
Linnet V21/V23 

- Auto dialling and answering 

- Hayes compatibility 

- 32 names/Number/Store 

- 3 Help Menus - Best value £129.00 

WS4000 (Miracle Tech) 

- Auto-Hayes - standard £156.00 

Sage Chit-Chat Software 

Sage Combo (Chitchat + Linnet Modem) £182 

Sage Chit Chat software - £78 

Diaiup communications software £65 



MiMtW 



With MasterScan you 
can reproduce any 
picture on your PCW 
screen - and print it 
out as often as you 
like. £45 

Incorporate graphics into packages as The 
Desktop Publisher, Fleet Street Editor Plus and 
Newsdesk. Send Scanned images via modem to 
other PCWs anywhere 

As well as creating drawings from scratch 
you can load in scanned images from Mas- 
terScan and manipulate them using any of 
MasterPaint's versatile tools. Then you can 
remove superfluous detail, fine tune the 
drawings using the zoom feature, and add 
text. £13 



M&sar 



MasterScan 

and 
MasterPaint 

£50 



a^TrIcesexcHjd^a^Tarriage FREE I 




MOUSE 
PAD 

Precise moving 

£5 



PCW GENERAL & UTILITIES 



Mass Easy Labeller £25.00 

Rotate £17.00 

Plan It £18.00 

Digital Pascal/MT+ £35.00 

Digital C Basic Compiler £35.00 

TasSign £20.00 

lankey Crash Typing £17.00 

lankey Two Fingers £17.00 

Prospell £20.00 

ArnorC £40.00 

ArnorMaxam £40.00 

Personal Tax Planner by Digita £20.00 

Business Controller by Digita £69.00 

Touch 'n' Go £17.00 

EPSON 

Epson LX8001 50 CPS/80COL £185.00 

Epson EX800 300 CPS/50NLQ/80 COL £385.00 

Epson EX1000 300 CPS/50NLQ/136 COL ...£499.00 

Epson FX800 200 CPS/50NLQ/80 COL £299.00 

Epson FX1000 200 CPS/50NLCV132 COL ...£379.00 
Epson SQ2500 Ink Jet £925.00 

LATEST EPSON PRINTERS 
24 PINS 

Epson LQ500 150 CPS/50NLQ £295.00 

Epson LQ850 220 CPS/73NLQ £420.00 

Epson LQ1050 132 COL/220 CPS/73NLQ ...£520.00 
Epson LQ2500 132 COL/270 CPS/90NLQ ...£685.00 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



LATEST 24 PIN PRINTER 

NEC P2200 (A WINNER) 

£275 



Panasonic 

Panasonic KX-P1081 80col. 120cps + 24cps NLQ ....£145.00 
Panasonic KX-P1 592 132col. 180cps + 38cps NLQ ..£365.00 
Panasonic KX-P1595 136col. 240ops + 51cps NLQ .. £445.00 
Panasonic KX-P1082 col. 160cps + NLQ £190.00 



4 WAY MAINS 
DISTRIBUTION SOCKET 




Don't trip over - Ideal tidying unit £12 

Above unit with built in Arrester - to give 

protection from mainsborne spikes 

and surges £15 



AMSTRAD 

DMP4000 136 col-200cps F/T 50 NLQ ..£265.00 

DMP3160 80 col-160cps F/T NLQ £165.00 

Amstrad LQ3500 24pin £270.00 



Iis@llf* 

IKINIIKS FOK l<U->INSbi 

StarNX15 120cps/30nlq/136col £269.00 

Star NB24-10 24pin/216cps/72nlq/80col £394.00 

Star NB24-1 5 24pin/21 6cps/72nlq/1 36col .... £494.00 
Star NB15 Same as above but 300ops £577.00 

NEW STAR PRINTER 

Star LC-10 Multifont Printer £167.00 

Star LC-10 Colour Printer same as above .... £200.00 



DAISYWHEEL PRINTERS 



Panasonic KX-P3131U 17CPS £240.00 

Micro-P26 - 26CPS £225.00 

Juki 6100 20CPS £257.00 

Juki 6200 30CPS £417.00 



AMSTRAD PCW 

PRINTER 

MAINTENANCE KIT 




For 8256/8512 

Remove ink deposits, maintain print 

quality 

RSC PRICE £14 



LASER PRINTERS 



Epson GQ3500 £1275.00 

Canon Laser LBP-8 Mark II £1595.00 

Hewlett Packard Laser Jet Series II £1645.00 
Brother HL8-8 pages per minute £1725.00 

Mallard Basic by Amstrad £9.50 

Programming PCW by Ian Sinclair £7.50 

S by S to Locoscript 1 £4.95 

Desktop Publishing with the Amstrad PCW £9.50 

Locoscript 2 by Ian Sinclair £9.50 



ACOUSTIC HOOD 
FOR YOUR 9512 PRINTER 




Up to 90% noise reduction-Attractive linen 

textured finish-Maintenance free-Easy to 

install-bronze tinted acrylic perspex lid with gas 

struts for smooth access. 

Available finishes-Black Ash, Magnolia and Light 

Grey £175 (Hood without trolley £125). 

For other printers please ring. 



9512 

SHEET FEEDER 

Coming Soon 
Please ring for 

Price & Availability 
RSC SCOOP 



KEYBOARD STORAGE DRAWER 



TKD21 : Keyboard storage 
drawer, Steel and plastic 
construction. PC keyboard 
locales in the tray and can 
be slid out of sight when not 
in use, saves space on your 
desk and protects from dirt 
and dust. CPU and monitor 
can stack on top 
E2S 




PRINTER PAPER 



2000 Sheets 1 1 x9.5 - 60gsm (fan) £14.00 

2000 Sheets 11x9.5-80gsm (fan) £18.00 

2000 Sheets A4 - 70gsm (fan) £20.00 

1000 Sheets A4 - 90gsm (fan) £13.00 

2000 Sheets 1 1x14.5 Ruled (fan) £20.00 

2000 Sheets 11x14.5 Plain (fan) £20.00 

1000 Adhesive Labels 1 across £6.00 

2000 Adhesive Labels 2 across £8.65 



PCW RIBBONS (min order 2's) 



QT2 QT5 QT10 (or more) 

£4.00 each £3.50 each £3.00 each 

PCW Multistrike Ribbons £5.00 

PCW Colour Ribbons (Blue, Brown, Red, 

Green) £5.00 

Ribbons for other Printers 



PCW 9512 RIBBONS 



QT2 QT5 QTIO(ormore) 

£3.35 each £3.15 each £3.00 each 

FOR DAISYWHEEL PRINTER ONLY 

9512 Colour Ribbons (Red, Blue, Brown) 

£5.00 



PCW 9512 DAISYWHEELS 



AVAILABLE TYPE STYLES 



Product Code 



Typeface 



Courier 10 
Recta 1 

Letter Gothic 10/1 2 
Script 12 
Thesis PS 



Prestige Pica 10 
Oratorio 
Prestige Elite 12 
Mini Gothic 15 



Each £4.95 



COPY 
HOLDERS 



What every work station 
ought to have. No more 
looking down — or finding 
important drafts. Takes very 
small amount of space and can 
be positioned at almost any angle 
RSCL1 

£16.00 




LEISURE SOFTWARE 



Cyrus Chess £12.00 

Bridge Player £15.00 

Colossus 4 Chess £14.00 

Batman £11.50 

Tomahawk £14.00 

Scrabble £15.00 

The Pawn £18.00 

Trivial Pursuits £15.00 

Head over Heels £12.00 

Starglider £18.00 

Silicon Dreams £15.00 

Ace £15.00 

Strike Force Harrier £15.00 

PSI.5 Trading Company £15.00 

Colossus 4 Bridge £14.00 

Knight Ore £15.00 

Match Day II £12.00 

Tetris £15.00 

Clock Chess £15.00 

Jinxter £15.00 



SPREADSHEET 



GETTING 
SORTED OUT 

Alec Rae shows you how to keep tabs on 
debtors with Cracker Turbo 



Ask anyone in business. The most important thing is not the quality 
of the product, the service you provide or brilliant marketing - it's 
keeping track of who owes you money. 

One of the great features of Cracker (and other spreadsheets) is 
that it can be used successfully as a database. Although it doesn't 
really compete with a specialist database program for large 
complicated applications, it will meet a suprising number of 
requirements in a different and, perhaps for some applications, 
more useful way. To do this it relies heavily on using the search 
facility and the ability to sort.... 



One area where search and sort can be used 
effectively is keeping track of customer accounts. 
You can use a spreadsheet to set up a general 
database and use the sort facility to extract basic 
information. Add your day sheets lay-out and you have an 
effective way of keeping track of the money your customers 
owe you. 

Set up a number of text columns - for example 
i(lnsert)c(4 columns)i2(12 characters wide) 
[RETURN][RETURN] tl (Format text justified to the left) - 



o Nane 

6 Zed idee and Sons 

4 Dallas Filn Co 

3 Dallas Cowboys 
SQuetialcoatl * Co.. 
2 Bez Fashions Ltd 



Mdrossl 

the Waterfront 

The Filn lot 

The StadiiM 

The Lima ParV 
Broad Gates 



lAardvark Clothing Co Bide-A-Hee 



Mdress2 
Bath 
Dallas 
Dallas 

..LtM 

Sicily 



Address3 
Avon 

Anerica . 
Anerioa 

Peru 

Italy 



Narninster Wiltshire 



Credit Linit.Total 

2,W«.e»..; 

»,WJ.W.J 

l.sw.ee...: 

7S».e«.j 

sc.m.j 

im.m...i 




▲ Enter the names and details in any order you want. 



Copy Cat 



It obviously does take a bit of time 
setting up a complicated matrix but 
there are various methods of making 
life easy. Last month we looked at a 
method of using Macros, commands 
for carrying out lay-out commands 
that have to be repeated over and 
over again. 

But another time saver is the 
command COPY. Say you want a 
column that works out the VAT on a 
long list of entries. Type in the entry 



for the first one (for example in Q13 
you might write 15% (F13) ) and then 
enter c for copy, e for Entry and 7, or 
whatever number is suitable for the 
number of times. When the program 
prompts you for a destination move 
the cursor down one space and 
press [RETURN]. When you do this 
the program will ask you whether to 
adjust the references. This means 
that in G14 you will now have 
15%(G14)andsoon. 



20 8000 PLUS 



and add about 25 lines - I25L [RETURN] [RETURN]. Then 
head up the columns in turn Name, Addressl , Address2 and 
so on, like fields in a database. 

Add in any special fields you would want to sort on with a 
column in a suitable format. In the example we have a credit 
limit but you could classify your customers by any way you 
want with a simple integer column and a code number. 
Remember any columns that have to take figures will have 
to be a different format. For example you use OF (normal 
financial format) for any columns where you will be entering 
money amounts. 

Type in your customers in any order you want, putting 
each part of the address in a different cell. If a company 
name starts with initials put them after the name, just like a 
telephone book (for example Newman Alfred e. & Co). 
Keep all the addresses regular so the towns for all the 
addresses are in the same columns and all the counties are 
in another. 

"Ve haff vays 

The first way to sort them is obviously to put your customers 
in alphabetical order - a simple task. Assuming that the 
names are in column A running from line 4 to line 20 you just 
type s for Sort. When prompted enter A4 . . . A20 [RETURN] 
and the program will ask "Increasing or Decreasing". 
Assuming you are wanting it to be increasing (starting at A 
and battling fearlessly through to Z) type i[RETURN] and 
after only a moment's thought the program will list out the 
names in alphabetical order. 

If you want to you can give your customers an account 
number at this point (it could make life easier) by simply 
adding a small integer column before the name and entering 
the numbers. Save this basic format - c(Copy) a (AII)F(to 
file) and enter the filename of your choice. It can be used in 
a wide variety of ways and can be modified as your 
customer list changes. 

But say you want to extract more information. For 
instance you want to discover every customer in Bath. Again 
assuming that the towns are listed in column C carry out the 
same routine except sort on C4. . .C20- again (l)ncreasing. 
This will sort out all the towns alphabetically allowing you to 
easily pick out the Bath ones. Or say you want to list your 
customers out according to how much money they owe just 
sort on that column but choose D for decreasing to start with 
the highest amount first. The only limit on your ability to sort 
is the number of fields you set, just like a real database. 

Even with a large sheet you can still find individual 
entries with the GET command - Cracker's search facility. 
Just type in g and then the word you are looking for 
surrounded by /s (G/ruminants/ [RETURN].) 

"In summing up.... 

But you can add greatly to the effectiveness of this basic 
database by adding the daysheets we created last month 
and using the slightly obscure command SUMIF. 

What this does (in technical terms) is to add up a list of 
figures only if there is a marker in another cell alongside. In 
simple terms what it does is allow you to list all your entries 
in a daysheet and automatically total only the entries for an 
account you specify. 

To do this you need a column in your daysheet for every 
account. This needs only be one character wide 
(I6C1[RETURN]I [RETURN]). However you can actually 
use it to hold any information you want (all that matters is 
that something is entered in the cell), so you could use it for 
any information you regard as useful. In our example we 
have used it to take details of the quantity of products 
bought but you could use it to note a reference number or 
the date of purchase, or anything you want. 

As you type in your day's sales in one column you simply 
put a marker (type an entry) in the correct column alongside. 



Na«f _...,.. i Addressl Address2 Address3 Credit Limit Total 

Dallas.Film.Co The.Film.Lot Dallas America... 20, « 

.Zedidee. and. Sons The.Materfront Bath Avon 2,000,00 



Dallas Cowboys." The Stadium Dallas America l'soOo J 



wwm 



iQuetzalcoatl. S.Co The.. Llama.. Park Lima Peru.. . ' 750.00 

:Aardyark. Clothing. Co. Bide-A-Mee Warminster. Wiltshire 100. 00. 

.iBez.Fashions.Ltd Broad. Gates Sicily iltaly S0.00 



• x -v Mdressl., Addrtss2 Address3 Credit.! 

a as.Cowbous The.Stadijm Dallas America 1,500 

iallas..Fil«..Cp,. i .....The..Film..Lot Dallas America 20,000 

Aard«ark..Clothing..Co..Bide-A-Hee Harminster.Hiltshire 100 

Zedidee..and..Sons The.Hater front Bath Avon 2,000 

Suetzalcoatl. i Co The.Llama.Park Lima Peru 750 

td Broad Gates Si ' 



lez.Fashions.Ltd .Broad.Gates !!!!!s!clls 



iltaly.. 



SO. 



Nan? , ,. .. „ S4dressl Address2 Address3 Credit Limit Total 

Aardvark..Clothing..Co..Bide-A-Wee Warminster Wiltshire 100.00. i 

Bez. Fashions. Ltd Broad.Gates Sicily iltaly 50. 00 i 

Dallas Cowboys The Stadium Dallas America... 1,500.00 i 

Dallas.Film.Co The.Film.Lot Dallas America 20/ "" 



S.iQuetzalcoatl..«..Co The. Llama. Park Lima ^Peru 

G.iZedidee. and. Sons The.Waterfront Bath Avon 



2,1 



.750. 



. You can sort the entries in various ways. Here we have sorted alphabetically, by town and by credit limits. 



Then in the part of the sheet where you are keeping track of 
the total amount of money due, you use the magic command 
SUMIF. Say your day's entries are in column G lines 1 3 to 
20 and the column for your first account is I - again lines 13 
to 20. At the suitable spot in the customer account line you 
enter sumif (F13, 113. . .120), which translated means 'if 
you find any markers in the column I add in the entry in 
same line in column F. The program will cleverly only pick 
out and add up the entries for that account. Copy the 
formula for every account using a different column each 
time. 

If you work with a big enough spreadsheet you could 
have a separate total for each day's entries and then add 
them together to work out the total debt run up by each 
customer in a week - all simply by entering details in two 
columns in your day sheet. 



SPREADSHEET 

Softly softly 
ASCII question 

You may wonder how you can 
use the same command to sort 
out words and numbers. The 
simple answer is that computers 
always regard letters as 
numbers (the famous ASCII 
codes) so when a program sorts 
alphabetically it just sorts out 
the numbers that represent the 
letters. The problem is that 'A' 
has ASCII Code character 65 
and 'a' has ASCII Code 
character 97. This means that a 
word beginning with 'Z' comes 
before a word beginning with 
'a'. However don't panic. 
Cracker is far too clever to be 
caught out by this old trick and 
will handle mixed upper and 
lower case letters without 
problems. 

Sort of problem 

A quirk of Cracker's sorting 
routine is that short names 
come after long names - ie. it 
would sort 'Smyth' after 
'Smythe'. Everything else is 
sorted as expected though. 



Use it Again 



The best way to make life easy when using 
spreadsheets is to keep as many matrices as 
possible. A matrix is an empty sheet with all 
the formulae in the right places and the 
headings all typed in waiting to be filled with 
information. So when you have your layout 
just right be sure to save a version under an 
easily memorable name. 

The great thing is, if you work things 



properly, you can add and modify lay-outs as 
circumstances change. If you get a new 
customer and you simply add a line at the 
right place (l)nsert (L)ine [RETURN] 
[RETURN). If, heaven forbid, you lose a 
customer (or you discover they are going 
over their credit limit too often) you remove 
them with z (for Zap of course) and l. 




▲ Set up the columns to use SUMIF. 



One problem with debtors is making sure that 
they keep within the credit limits you have set 
- especially when the totals are being totted 
up automatically and the total may not be 
displayed on screen at the time. So you need 
some sort of warning to let you know when a 
customer goes over the top. 

Luckily Cracker gives you this in the 
unlikely named Bleep command. This allows 
you to set a condition on a cell (like an IF 
statement in BASIC) which, under certain 
conditions will sound a warning bleep. 

in the example we are working on, credit 
limits have been set against each account and 
a total is worked out of money due. So it is 



Over the Top 



easy enough to work out the credit still 
available by taking one from the other. 
But just in case the amount should 
exceed the set limit on the account it is more 
sensible to put in a simple IF statement. Write 

lnlF(F3>H3), THEN(F3-H3), ELSE (Bleep) 

which simply tests whether the credit limit is 
more than the amount due and if it is it 
subtracts the one from the other and shows 
the credit still available. But if the amount due 
is greater than the credit limit the PCW gives 
a little bleep of warning, even if the part of the 
spread sheet is not showing on screen - 
telling you to check the credit limit. 



8000 PLUS 21 



ONTEST 



QUICKIES! 



Two brand new programs, both of them 
guaranteed completely trivial... 



TRIVIA QUIZ 

£9.95 • Advantage (0242 224340) • All PCWs 

Not everyone has the opportunity to pit their wits against 
such illustrious IQs as Frank Bruno's. But this new game 
from Advantage mainly for children gives you the chance. 

For each question you have a choice of three answers; 
it's against the clock and you're only allowed three 
bloomers. These 'lives' are displayed at the top left-hand 
corner of the screen, under the scoreboard, by vague 
pictorial representations of what looks like three pairs of frilly 
knickers. They disappear, one by one, as you record a 
particularly ludicrous answer. The machine will emit a 
congratulatory whistle when you answer correctly and a 
faintly disapproving electronic raspberry if you don't. If you 
don't want everyone within a ten mile radius to know that Big 
Bird is proving too much of a match, then you can switch off 
the sound effects. This is a good idea anyway, as it does 
tend to get on your nerves after a while. 

The questions will provide entertainment for most age 



groups and are not particularly soul-searching; it's probably 
fair to say that few of us are labouring under the illusion that 
Jesus was born in Norway or that Jackie Collins wrote the 
diaries of Anne Frank. Still, the ticking clock might provide 
that extra edge. High scores can be recorded for posterity 
(or at least until you switch off the machine) alongside the 
winnings of Frank Bruno et al. A more searching test of 
intelligence is how long it takes your children to discover that 
pressing the [PTR] key interrupts the timer, giving you 
unlimited free thinking time before proceeding with [EXIT]. 

After a while some of the questions will start to look 
familiar, and although the order of the multiple choice 
answers may well have changed, the answers themselves 




RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



PERFORMANCE 
DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 



have not (though the production version promises more 
questions). There's no facility to add questions of your own. 
The appeal of the game is not, therefore, particularly 
sustained, although with its jolly graphics and straight- 
forward play it may well prove appealing to a younger player. 




AIQ 

£25.95 • Ansible (0672 62576) • All PCWs 

Computer programs produce organised, comprehensible 
^output (most of the time). AIQ intends to do the opposite. It 

randomises text so that different words and ideas, stored 

in the program's lexicons, are placed together in a totally 
unexpected, yet highly structured way. The program is 
easily programmable once you know how, so you can 
readily create datafiles (or lexicons) and, effectively, bend 
'the program to accomodate your own lexical fancies. 

There are ten example lexicons producing everything 
from plausible random Shakespeare to totally unconvincing 
random Japanese haiku. The APHORISM.DAT lexicon, for 
example, will generate a seemingly perpetual flow of 
Churchillian sounding maxims. As long as you keep 
pressing the space bar, the datafile will continue to graft 
together aphorisms of quite unequalled unintelligibility. 
'Resignation usually hatches that cynicism which 
unhappiness terminates' is just one of the gems from The 
Ansible Dictionary of Forgotten Quotations. Similarly, the 
PLOT. DAT lexicon will produce a random assortment of 
characters and plots which may trigger off a wave of long- 
dormant inspiration in the budding story-writer. 

The real interest of AIQ, however, lies in creating your 
own lexicons. The program's lexicons are straightforward 
datafiles in ASCII or plain text format which can be edited 
like ordinary documents inside a wordprocessor. To help you 
concoct your own lexicons, included in the program is a Text 
Editor. First of all, you need to decide on a lexicon format. 



RANGE OF FEATURES ■ ■■■■ PERFORMANCE 
EASE OF USE ■■■■■ DOCUMENTATION 
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22 8000 PLUS 



The supplied CAT.DAT datafile operates as a demonstration, 
and contains the startling revelation that the cat sat on the 
mat. By agreeing on a relatively simple sentence format like 
this one, you provide the program with the skeletal sentence 
structure that it needs. To randomise the text, all you have to 
do is make that sentence capable of including certain 
variables. Inserting square brackets in the template 
sentence, for example, will inform the program that any text 
you include between them is to be considered variable. The 
words which you include in the ensuing wordlists can be 
considered the variables with which the skeleton sentence 
can ring the changes. 

If the word 'cat' is to provide the first variable space in 
the sentence, then wordlist number one will contain the 
variable alternatives - like gorilla, hamster, armadillo or 
whatever else takes your fancy. If 'mat' is to be the second 
variable space, then the second corresponding wordlist 
might include changes like wardrobe, tophat, and so on. 
Once you've mastered this, you can go on to include 
variable personal pronouns, adjectives and adverbs. It's up 
to you. Before long you could end up with all sorts of 
creatures doing all sorts of activities on all sorts of things. 
Following chapters in the User Guide will go on to explain 
how to make your lexicon formats more complex and, 
consequently, more interesting to play around with. 

The answer to the question 'yes, but what use is it?' is 
almost certainly none at all. The very suggestion of practical 
use is strenuously denied by the manual. It's all wacky, zany 
and madcap fun and must be undertaken very much in the 
spirit of experimentation. For this reason it will appeal little to 
the mailmerging, spreadsheeting businessperson, and at 
£25 is not cheap for what it does. However, it is easily 
programmable and will provide the dabbler with hours of 
amusement. 



AMSTRAD ACCOUNTS 

PCW 8256 - PCW 851 2 - PCW 951 2 

This system is no nonsense, purpose designed, traditional style double entry book-keeping, 
capable of operating at any level from a simple cash account right up to a fully sophisticated 
feature packed system to handle up to 500 Nominal ledger acounts plus 999 Sales and 999 
Purchase ledger accounts. 

BOOK-KEEPING and ACCOUNTS 

byA.G. CloughF.C.A 
PRICE (including manual:) 

Version 1 book-keeping only £57.50 

Version 2 AsV.1 plus intergrated invoicing £69.00 

Version 3 As V.1 plus invoicing & stock control £80.50 

Write or phone for detailed information or. as we strongly recommend, 
SEND FOR A COMPLETE DEMONSTRATION PACKAGE 
Discs Only With Manual(s) 

Version 1 £5.00 £10.00 

Version 2 £7.00 £14.00 

Version 3 £8.00 £16.00 

This package, on two discs, programs and data. contains the whole unabridged system ready 
to use, less only the facility to set up the accounts headings. We have done this already, setting 
up more than 200 example accounts with representative prime entries for a typical month, 
ready to put to experimental use immediately after copying the disc. 
EXPERIMENT WITHIN MINUTES. Having read only the simple single sheet 
instructions, you can, for example, view any ledger in normal or historic mode, sequentially 
or by random account, produce statements or payment advices, practise prime entries, study 
a credit control analysis, read or print a Trial Balance and even do a pseudo profit or loss cal- 
culation for the period. 

To properly understand the invoicing and stock control, and experiment with your own 
invoices, you will need the manual. 

If you have any real interest in single user straight book-keeping, as business man, 
professional or student. WE GUARANTEE YOU WILL NEVER, EVER INVEST £5 ON 
COMPUTERISED BOOK-KEEPING TO BETTER PURPOSE. 

If you genuinely disagree, tell us why. return our disc undamaged within 30 days, and we will 
refund your payment. 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

Independent invoicing £19.50 

Independent invoicing and stock control £29.00 

CLUB ACCOUNTS £69.00 

GOLF HANDICAP - Records and revisions £29.00 

Club Accounts offers full book-keeping facilities including subscription ledger and bar 

takings control. 

The handincap records system is suplied free with Club Accounts. It implements the latest 

changes in the Standard Scratch Score and Handicapping system 1983 

Manx Tapes, Garey Veg, Glen Auldyn, Ramsey, 

Isle of Man Telephone (0624) 813071 



DAISYWHEEL : £130 



+ VAT (15) 



Triumph Adler 2000, diablo 630 compatibability, will run on 
all IBM + Amstrad P'Cs, 30 different printwheels available. 
Great value for PCW 8512 with interface - £50. All , and 
more features than the more expensive printers, other 
printers also available P.O. A. 



PCW951 2 ACOUSTIC 

HOOD £89 +VATCARRE10 



This hood has been developed with the close co-operation 
of Amstrad themselves. It has all the reatures & benefits 
you expect from a company already involved in the manu- 
facture of 95% of hoods for all printers. 
The hood is British made, has 25 mm foam throughout with 
a neat compact design, finished in whisner grey, with a 
penspex Lid, the 9512 hood has superb acoustic proper- 



PREPRINTED CONTINUOUS LETTER 

HEADS, INVOICERS, STATEMENTS, 

ETC. Please Ring 



Orders from Limited Co's. Pic, Government Etc Welcome 

Access + Visa or Cheque with order 

TRANSFORM LONDON, UNIT 1, MERIDIAN 

CENTRE , VULCAN WAY, NEW ADDINGTON, 

CROYDON CRO 9UG 

TEL 0689 43125 FAX 0689 45954 



DAISYWHEEL + ACOUSTIC 
HOOD BARGAINS ! ! ! 



COMSOFT 

SPECIALIST AMSTRAD BUSINESS COMPUTER DEALER 
COMPUTERS & PRINTERS 


Details of Goods 


r.b.p < 

401.35 
51635 
57385 
182 95 
182.95 
228 85 
401.35 
343 85 

R.R.P 


)ur Price 
381 28 

490 53 
545.16 
1 46.36 
1 46.36 

217.41 
381 28 
326 66 

Our Price 

4.79 
6.44 
594 
5.20 
391 
23 96 


PCW 851 2 Twin disc Word Processor with Monitor & Printer 

PCW 95! 2 Disc Base Word Processor C W Daisywheel Printer 

FD2 2nd Disc Drive tor PCW 8256 Amstrad . . 

FD4 2nd disc Drive for PCW 8512 Amstrad 

DMP 3160 Pnnler Amstrad 

DMP 4000 15" Wide Printer Amstrad 

LQ3500 24 Pm Letter Quality Printer Amstrad 

GENERAL UTILITIES 

Details of Goods Software House 

DMP 2000 21603000 3160 Printer Ribbons 


DMP 4000 Ribbon 

PCW 8256 851 2 LQ3500 Carbon Ribbon 


8.05 


PCW 8256 851 2 LQ3500 Fabric Ribbon 




PCW 951 2 Carbon Ribbons 

10 3" Blank Discs m Plastic Case Amstrad 


4.89 

.29.95 












11.95 
12.95 
896 
5.40 
15 36 

}ur Price 

71 99 
80 99 
53.99 
39 96 
35.96 
35 96 
44.96 
53 99 
61.07 
44.10 
26 96 
44.96 
35 96 
71.96 
26 96 
3596 
22.49 
44 96 
31 00 

146.36 
17.96 
6296 
17 96 
3596 

134.10 
13.46 
17.96 
71.96 
71.96 
80 96 
17.96 
62 96 
1796 

146 97 
35.96 
35.96 
26 96 
17 96 
3596 
17 96 
71.96 
17 96 
44 96 
44.96 
6.29 
26.96 

116.96 
35.96 
35 96 
44 96 
62 10 
252 
3596 
62.10 
10.76 
5.95 
12.95 
53 96 
22 46 
3596 
44 99 
44 96 
89 99 

134 99 
89 99 
62 99 
6299 
62 99 

179 99 
62.99 

134 99 
62 99 
398 
25.16 
35 96 
26 96 
53 96 
62 10 
31 46 
62 99 
62 96 
62 10 
89.96 
44.96 
62.10 
44 96 
6299 
44 99 
44 99 
8.99 
2246 
1346 
14.85 
10.76 
10.76 
387 
3.98 
2246 
89 96 


PCW 951 2 Dust cover Dust Devil . .. 

3" Head Cleaning Kit SBS 


.9 95 
5.99 

... 16.95 

P.. HP 

.79.99 
89 99 
59 99 
49 95 
39 95 
39 95 
49 95 
59 99 
67 85 
49 00 
2995 
49 95 
39 95 
79 95 
■ 15 
39 95 
24 99 
49 95 
34 44 

182 95 
19 95 
■ 15 
19 95 
39 95 

149 00 
14 95 
19 95 
79 95 
79.95 
89 95 
19 95 
69 96 
19 95 

163 30 
39 95 
39 95 
29 95 
19 95 
39 95 
19 95 
79 95 
19 95 
49 95 
49 95 
6 99 
29 95 

129 95 
39 95 
39 95 
4995 
69 00 
2 80 
39 95 
69 00 

11 95 
5 95 

12 95 
59 95 
24 95 
39 95 
; . .9 

49 95 
99 99 

' : ■ -0 
99 99 
69 99 
69 99 
69 99 

199 99 
6999 

149 99 
69 99 
"35 
27 95 
39 95 
29 95 
59 95 
69 00 

.34.95 
6999 
69.95 
6900 
99 95 
4995 
6900 
49.95 
69.99 
4999 
49.99 
9.99 
24.95 
1495 
16.50 
11.95 
'1 95 
430 
7.95 
24.95 
9995 


Cleanprint Columbia International 

PCW UTILITIES 

Details of Goods Software House 




AMX Stoppress software only AMX 
Arnor C Compiler L.nker & Ecitcr Arnor 


BCPL... ..Arnor.. 

Cambase Database Camsoft 

CPS 8256 Scr Cen interface .. Amstrad 

Crash COLrse m "yping lansyst 

Datastore ' Dig.ta international 
Desktop Pubiish.ng . Mouse Daiab a ■■ 
Desktop Publish ng Software only Database 


Dr Draw Digalai Research 


FD2 PCW 2nd Disc D' ve . Amsfad 
Forth Hisoft 


HisoftC Hisott ... 


Joystick Interface ;Kempston ; Kempston 


Kempston Mouse • Write Hand Man Kemps'.O" 

Kntte Plus . hisoft . 

Light Pen & Graphics . Electric Studio 




Locomail i Locomotive 


Locoscnpt ii . Locomot've Software 




Masterfile 8C00 Campbell Systems 




Mouse & Newsdesk E!ectr.c Studm 
Nevada Cobo: Hisoft 
Nevada Fortaran Hisott 

Nominal Ledger map 


PCW 8256 851 2 DuSI Cover 


PCW 951 2 Daisy Wheel ..Each) . Amstrarj 
PCW Pnn-e- Extension Cable 




Plan IT .. ... Database 
Pocket Protext Amo< 




Pop Accounts Sagesoft 

Pop Chit Chat Combo Sagesott 
Pop invoicing . Sagesoft 


Pop Sup Co-iibo .Ace Pay inv) Sagesof' 
Pop V Data Sageso't 
Popular Accounts Payoi: Sagesoft 

Practical Ams'.rad Word Process-nq 3ook- Sunshine 
Professional Adventure Writer G Kof 


Prospell Arnor 


Purchase Ledger MAP 


Sales Ledger MAP .. 


Simple Accounts Ex: Comix Software 
Stock cont-oi MAP 

Stock Co-!roi MAP MAP 
Stop Press So'tware Only AMX 

Supercalc ii aucio Tutc . . ReeHime 
Supertype Dig-ta 
Taspnnt Tasman 
Tasspeil . Tasman 


Tempdisc 2 : for LoCOSC-'pl 2~ ThursionDrown 




Video Diai' set Electric Studio 


SEND CATALOGUE OF OVER THREE THOUSAND TITLES FOR AMSTRAD CPC-PCW-PC. 

COMMODORE. SPECTRUM. ATARI ATAIR ST. BBC. MSX. ELECTRON. APPLE SERIES 2 - 

APPLE MACINTOSH COMPUTER. ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES. 

All Prices include V.A. T Posl and Packaging UK only. All Prices subject to change 

COMSOFT MAIL ORDER DEPARTMENT 

■■V 48 DUKE STREET, COLDSTREAM, *■■! 
CiJ SCOTLAND TD1 2 4LF ■■■§ 

Shop open Mon/Sat 9.30 • 1 2.00. 1 00 - 5.30 Tel 0890 2979 
24 hour order srvice on 0890 2854 
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VECTOR 




For years Simon Nicholson was blissfully 
happy with desktop publishing. Then he 
started doing it... 




Holy Cow Gum 

For the actual pasting up I 
use cheap and easy Prittstick, 
though many people swear 
by Cow Gum. Aerosol fixative 
is only advisable in a 
professional environment, 
and it doesn't do much for 
the ozone layer. 



Rules are rules 

There ate some very useful 
established rules and 
guidelines concerning the 
dos and don'ts of 
professional layout. 
Unfortunately I am an 
amateur and so I never 
bothered to learn them. I 
must trust my own judgement 
of what looks good and what 
doesn't. 

24 8000 PLUS 



Anybody who has been reading about the advent of 
desktop publishing may well have been encouraged 
to have a go at creating their own amateur 
magazine. 

Presumably the 8000 Plus writers are now ex-directory, 
and cannot leave their houses during the hours of darkness 
for fear of retribution from readers. Because, no matter how 
you go about it, Magazine Production is an awful, tedious, 
fatiguing, stressful, mind-numbing, and ultimately thankless 
activity. And I should know, because I do it for fun... 

My hobby is working for the British Science Fiction 
Association, or BSFA (pronounced bosfa by experts). I 
produce the BSFA magazine Vector, a critical journal of 
Science Fiction or 'Sci-Fi' (pronounced skiffy by experts). I 
am what is commonly known as a Production Editor 
(pronounced knackered by experts; at least, that's how I feel 
after production of each issue). 

The PCW is the backbone of the BSFA, such that we 
often wonder how we survived without it. All six Vector staff 
use their own 8000 series machines. Four of us - myself 
and the three Production Assistants - have the PCW8256, 
and two - the Editor-in-chief and the Reviews Editor, 
naturally - possess the 8512. It has reached the point where 



anyone wishing to join or replace a member of the team will 
need to have their own PCW or compatible, no buts. 
Perhaps it will come as no surprise to you that an 
organisation for science fiction fans has become dependent 
on technology. Even so, a number of wild-eyed 
technophobes can often be heard to complain that these 
little green-faced machines have been subtly invading and 
taking over SF fandom in a highly suspicious way... 

Lego my foot 

As Vector's Production Editor, I am responsible for designing 
and pasting up the master copy of each issue of the 
magazine. 

Do we use a desktop publisher program? Do we hell! 
Just one look at those Olde English fonts built up from faded 
lines of dot-matrix, or those oh-so-attractive little pieces of 
snip-art that appear to be built from Lego, and my aesthetic 
old Production Editor's stomach turns in disgust. A 
magazine produced with a PCW doesn't have to be cheap 
and nasty, but it will be without a great deal of effort and little 
time. If you want to produce anything even remotely decent, 
you have to do everything the hard way. 

Strictly speaking, a good graphic designer should be able 
to produce masterpieces with an old pencil stub and a piece 
of brown paper: equipment is merely to make things easier. 
Even in its basic word processing capacity, however, the 
PCW makes my job so much easier that I no longer know 
where to begin without it. I feel the PCW is really an 'ease' 
machine. It doesn't let me do anything I couldn't do before, 
but it does make certain tasks so much quicker and easier. 
The DTP packages make me think that some people expect 
too much of their Amstrads. 

Should you require assistants 

The production team all work from home and may never 
even meet each other. Every two months the Editor sends 
rough or even handwritten copy, with notes on the desired 
result, to the three Production Assistants. The Assistants 
type in and print out all the material on their PCWs. My own 
PCW is used for short notices, contents pages, lists, 
'continued on' messages, corrections, and all those 
unforeseen changes and additions that have to be made at 
the last minute. 

Consistency is important throughout. We have 
established a 'house style' covering things like format, 
character pitch, abbreviation, number of spaces after 
punctuation, when to use italics and bold, and so on. I also 
have to stick to an established layout where the magazine 
design is concerned. This isn't being stuffy or traditionalist: if 
everyone working on the magazine did things differently, the 
result would look a mess. A house style lets everybody know 
what they should be doing. 

Pages of correctly-formatted and justified text are sent to 
me through the post. I can then cut out the text into columns 
and number the back of each sheet with a light pencil. The 
best way to cut out columns is to use a foot-long metal rule 
(from any toolshop) and a scalpel with a fresh blade (I 
recommend a Swann-Morton No. 5 handle and Swann- 
Morton No. 10A blades for ease of use). The best surface to 
work on is a cutting mat, a hard plastic mat which 'heals' 
after being cut, and also protects your worktop. OLFA makes 
them in different sizes; you can get the green A3 size for 
about £9 from any Graphic Supplies Shop. 

The basic page layout is drawn with a hard pencil and a 
600mm plastic rule onto plain A3 sheets (though, for speed, 
I will sometimes work on A3 photocopies of old pages). 
Vector is an A4 magazine, but by working on A3 it is not only 
easier but also allows us to fit twice as many words on each 
page. The printers will reduce each page before copying. 
Most pages have two columns of text, but the reviews 
(always at the end of the magazine) have three columns. At 
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this stage I can play around with the cut-out text, working out 
how much space I'm going to need and what would look 
best. 

Edding for success 

When I've settled on the page arrangement I draw in the 
column outlines and blocks using a Faber-Castell fine ink 
technical pen and a fine point marker. Try Pentel, Nikko, or 
Edding. "I don't suppose you have an Edding 1800 profipen 
0. 7?" I asked on my first visit to a Graphics Shop. "Ooh, I 
think so," replied the assistant, reaching into a large plastic 
bin full of several thousand Edding 1800 profipen 0. 1s... 

For headers I use the rub-down letters of Letraset. It may 
be expensive - and we're talking about £5 for a single sheet 
- but it is attractive. Anyway, that's what expense forms are 
for. the Letraset font Univers 49 is used almost exclusively 
for straps and headers; page numbers are in white Univers 
57 on black squares of Letratone. The best way to get neat 
and tidy Letraset is to rub it onto card first and then paste 
the whole title down onto your page, wherever you want it. I 
use a type of thin card like graph paper which has millimetre 
graded lines. The light blue colour of the graph lines doesn't 
reproduce in any b&w copying or printing process, so you 
can position the Letraset precisely without the bother of 
drawing and rubbing out hard pencil guidelines. If you can, 
choose short simple titles: I still ache from my attempts at 
rubbing down Futuristic Gloveleather Blouson: SF and the 
New Man by Gwyneth Jones in 72 pt Letraset. 

Art for space's sake 

For artwork and fillers we rely on the generosity of 
artistically-gifted members. I always paste up photocopies, 
preferring to keep original artwork in case it is needed again; 
especially since my local printshop is able to enlarge or 
reduce copy to the size I require. Though I myself have been 
forced to create some miniature sketches when nothing else 
I possessed was the size of a coffee stain... Reproductions 
of dark artwork will sometimes have faded patches. Just go 
over the copy with a marker and a felt tip before pasting up. 

Vector often features photographs of famous SF authors 
or pictures of SF book covers. These have to be turned into 
dots, or screened. If your magazine is to be reduced, bear in 
mind that a highly detailed screened picture may well be 
turned to a grey smudge by reduction. The answer is to 
screen your photos in a suitably low resolution or pitch (dots 
per inch). On A3 reduced to A4, a photo screened in 60-70 
pitch will reduce to 80-90 pitch (a much higher resolution) 
with no significant smudging or loss of detail. 

When everything has been pasted down I can go over 
each page with tippex, erasing unwanted marks and lines. I 
will also tippex thickly around pasted-down text if the edge of 
the paper is likely to cause a shadow on the final result. This 
process must be repeated for every one of the 24 pages of 
Vector. 

When you're ready 

Once the magazine copy is ready, I have to put all the pages 
in order and post them off to the printers. Although it is no 
longer my problem, I still worry about the Horrendous Things 
that might happen to my hard work between posting and 
printing. This agony will last about two weeks: then comes 
the weekend when I travel to the mailing session, where 
myself and other volunteers will collate, staple and fold the 
thousands of magazines and put them in envelopes ready 
for posting to the membership. 

How do I manage it? How on earth can any human being 
fit all of this unpaid activity into his spare time? Well, I 
suppose it's time to come clean. As has long been 
suspected of many SF fans, I am not quite human. I am 
actually part of a bio-mechanical symbiosis, half man and 
half machine, called a Probot. We Probots are specially 



Straights of BoSFA, us 



The British Science Fiction Association was 
formed in 1958, An amateur organisation for 
fans of the genre, the 8SFA is recognised as 
an important authority on the subject of 
Science Fiction. It aims to promote and 
encourage the reading, writing and publishing 
of SF and fantasy in all forms and media - 
everything from books, magazines and 
comics to TV, cinema and theatre. 

Every two months we publish Vector, a 
critical journal; Matrix, a news magazine; and 
Paperback Inferno, a review of the latest 



paperbacks. Focus, a forum for writers, is 
published every four months. Other 8SFA 
services include Orbiter, a postal workshop 
for SF writers; an SF Information Service; an 
SF Lending Library; and a postal Magazine 
Chain. 

Membership costs £10 per annum, and 
this includes subscription to all BSFA 
magazines. Details are available from the 
BSFA Membership Secretary, 33 Thornville 
Road, Hartlepool, Cleveland, TS26 8EW. 



designed and engineered to work as slaves for Editors (as 
I'm sure the Probots in 8000 Plus's art team will agree). Our 
thought processes are computer-aided (my better machine 
half happens to be a PCW); wires trail about our feet; our 
visual sensors are enhanced with lenses; and we have 
scalpel blades at our fingertips. We Probots must always 
keep quiet and please our masters, because if we don't we 
might just be deactiva ffffj 



Exceptions rule 

The exception to my rule 
against creating headers with 
the PCW is that I will gladly 
use the mote restrained fonts 
ofTaswordSOOOfor 
subheadings, particularly the 
Blade-Runner style of font 
called Breaker. 




U Hurst applies Professor Darko Suvin's famous deflnltloo 
of SF to Robert van Gullk's Judge Dee stories 



f OXE OF THE MOST IKPOHTANT WORKS IS A GENRE CHALL- 

W enge the definitions of the genre For Instance. 

\ Samuel Delany's Heveryon tales challenge many of the 
M thenes of sword and sorcery. Judith Hanna wrote a 

M very Interesting article about these and Delany's 
™ writing about then In Paperback Inferno 17. However, 
while Delany knew what he was doing, same works nay 
challenge the bounds of their genre without acknowledging 
that that Is what they are doing. This essay Is an 
attempt to demonstrate how this challenge can be 
Identified, and why It Is worth looking for It. 

Sometimes critics try to distinguish SF Iron genres they 
say are related but distinct, such as satire, utoplae, 
fantasy etc. Darko Suvln makes this distinction In bis 
essay "On the Poetics of the Science Fiction Genre", and 
then defines SF as "a literary genre whose necessary and 
sufficient conditions are the presence and Interaction of 
estrangeaent and cognition, and whose main foraal device 
Is an Imaginative framework alternative to the author's 
empirical environment," However, I now want to use his 
argument In reverse, because I want to examine Eobert van 
Gullk's Judge Dee detective stories and show that many 
science fictional features can be found In them, even 
while the facts that they are set In seventh century 
China and are detective stories would seem to exclude 
then. ("Transient estrangement Is specific to murder 
mysteries, not a mature SF," Suvln says.) 

By "cognition" Suvln means that stories make the 
think, and by "estrangement" Suvln means both 

ting worlds different from this one and making this 

feel strange when we read about It. 
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The stories are not fantastic — the most common 
motive for the criaes Investigated by Judge Dee Is sexual 
Jealousy (sometimes extending to a mania), while economic 
motives (e.g. theft and tai evasion) are quite common 
However, a society in which failure to father sons causes 
mental derangement, or In which a salt smuggler is a 
master criminal, is one a long way from ours. Ve know 
about secret struggles over gold-bearing lodes or meteor- 
ites, but secret visits to groves of mandrake plants' 1 
That is a long way from our ken. 

The stories can be examined In three lights: that of 
their estrangement (a different world from ours), their 
science/technology, and their methodology. 

By setting them in a society which had been settled 
into feudalism for a thousand years, had an established 
Infrastructure and a high degree of civilisation, as well 
as a long established technology, van Gullk paradoxically 
was able to create a world very different from our own. 

At the sane tine the level of technology affects the 
geography and social order in very clear ways. They are 
obviously part of their time, but we would look at then 
very oddly today. For Instance, people accept that 
earthquakes occur. In The Eaperars Fearl an earthquake 
years before has left a murder scene a marsh. This is 
not a development we would expect at all in Britain, nor 
would we expect the modern Chinese not to drain and 
reclaim the land, but seventh century society moves more 
slowly. Similarly, whole areas can be affected, as In The 
Chinese Maze Murders: "Until o few years ago the main 
route to Khotan and the other 
west ran through Lan-fang am 
important emporium. Then thr 
ite dried up and It shift 
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types of literature. In his history of 
.1, Bloody Murder, Julian Symons calls the 
11 informed pastiche," while other critics si 
to omit van Gullk from their studies. However, Symon 
rejection of the series concludes thus: "The best of fi 
are clever, but they proceed from such fantastlcatlon 
style and motive that they remain simply curiosities," , 
it is here that our examination can begin. 



estranged In these stories because the 
characters in some ways either seem modern (Judge Dee as 
the rational detective) or because the stories can be read 
In modern ways (they could be read as a sort of Sword 
and Sorcery). Delany said, "Sword-and-soreery tends to 
take place in a world that seems to be changing from o 
barter to a money economy." But Dee's world Is a feudal 
world, in which antique dealers make a good living, poets 
publish, and specialist tea merchants sell to cognlscentl 
Readers are puzzled, but how do the characters of this 
civilisation react? 
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DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE PCW 8256 8512 & 9512 



WORDPROCESSING 



Protext CPM 39.95 

Pocket Protext 27.95 

Tasword 8000 17.95 

TasSpetl8000 11.95 

Tasprint 8000 10.95 

Supertype II 21.95 



NEW LOW PRICES 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE 
POST, PACKING & VAT 



DATABES 



Masterfile 8000 34.95 

Cornix Card Index 29.95 

Minerva First Base 25.95 



RIBBONS: 



PCW 8256/851 2 Fabric 1 4M 
ONE -3.95 TWO -7.00 

PCW9512Multistrike 
ONE -2.95 TWO -5.00 



GRAPHICS 



Dr Draw 39.95 

Dr Graph 39.95 

Masterpaint 15.95 

Masterscan 54.95 

Masterpack 61 .95 

Desktop Pub. + AMX 59.95 



Cornix Simple Accounts 41 .95 

Stockmarket (Meridian) 34.95 

Crash Course Typing 19.95 

Two Finger Converstion 19.95 



LANGUAGES: 


French Mistress 


15 95 


German Master 

Spanish Tutor 


15.95 

15 95 


Italian Tutor 


15 95 




PROGRAMMING: 


Maxam II 


39 95 


Arnor C 


35 95 


Hisoft Pascal 80 


39 95 


Hisoft Devpac 80 

Hisoft C Compiler 


39.95 
.. 39 95 


Nevada Cobol 


...39.95 


Nevada Fortran 

Hisoft Forth 


39.95 
... 18.95 



MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 



WORD PROCESSOR. DATABASE. 

GRAPHICS. SPREADSHEET 

& COMMUNICATION SUITE 

RRP 29.95 MJC SPECIAL 19.95 

DESKTOP PUBLISHER: 

BY DATABASE 

RRP 29.95 MJC SPECIAL 19.95 



5.25" Second Drive for the PCW 

8256. Ready to Use 129.95 

5.25" Third Drive for the 851 2 

Switchable 149.95 



BOOKS 



Program your PCW 7.95 

Intro to CPM+ 7.95 

Amstrad CPM + Book 12.95 



DUST COVERS: 



PCW 8 Series 3pc 9.95 

PCW 9512 3PC 10.95 



GENUINE AMSOFTCF2 DISCS 
BOX OF 10 JUST £22.95 




OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOME - PLEASE WRITE FOR PRICES 
PLEASE SEND CHEQUES/POs TO: 

M.J.C. SUPPLIES (PLS) 

40A QUEEN STREET, HITCHIN, HERTS. SG4 9TS 

TEL: (0462) 32897/420847 FOR ENQUIRIES/CREDIT CARD ORDERS 

CALLERS WELCOME: Monday to Friday 9.30 to 5.00 Saturday 10.00 to 4.00 



VISA 




ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE & VAT 

HSV COMPUTER SERVICES LIMITED (8000) 

23, Hampstead House, Town Centre, Basingstoke, RG21 1LG 



NEW! 

Continuous stationery 

for your Personal 

Organiser 85gsm 

£7.95 for 250 sheets 



DUST COVERS 



PCW 8256/8512 3pce Set £8.95 

PCW 9512 3pce Set £9.95 

Strong water-resistant, anti-static 
nylon Grey with Royal Blue piping. 



Stationery 

q v X 11" GSM Micro-Perf all edges 
True A4 90 GSM Micro-Perf all edges 
M A4 100 GSM Micro-Perf all edges 
Mou^ed-Gream, Blue, Grey or Wlute 

Labels 3.5" X 1.5" (1 across) 
Labels 4.0" X 1.5" (1 across) 
Labels 4.0" X 1.5" (2 across) 
Labels 2.75" X 1.5" (3 across) 



250 


500 

£ 4.95 


1,000 

£ 8.95 


2,000 

£14.95 


¥ 8 25 


£ 8.75 


£14.95 


"" 


£8.50 


£15.95 


£ 29.95 






£ 2.95 


£ 4.95 


£ 9.50 


- 


£ 3.25 
£ 3.75 
£ 2.75 


£ 5.50 
£ 6.50 
£ 4.50 


£10.50 
£11.95 
£ 8.50 



AMSOFT 3 disks 1 = £2.50, 



?= £11-95, 10 = £22*5 



5^S^OWER PRICES 




Credit Card 

Hotline (0256) 463507 Faxline (0256) 841018 



Printer Ribbons 

PCW 85 12/8256 Fabric £3.95 

PCW 851 2/8256 Carbon £3.95 

PCW 851 2/8256 Colours* £4.95 

PCW 9512 Black Fabric £3.95 

PCW 9512 Black Carbon £2.95 

PCW 9512 Colours" £4.95 

* Red, Blue, Green, Brown, Orange, Purple 

* * Red, Blue, Green, Brown 
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LOCOMAIL 



9512 owners have a bunch of free goodies on 
their systems discs. In particular, LocoScript 
2 comes with LocoSpell, the spelling checker, 
and LocoMail, the mail merger, for free. 
Taking a few hours to discover the workings 
of LocoMail could be one of the best time 
investments you'll make... 



LocoMail is where your PCW stops looking just like a 
smart typewriter-cum-filing-cabinet and starts looking 
like an intelligent and lightning fast secretary who 
never makes mistakes, will work through the night without 
pay, and doesn't need any coffee to keep going. It's a 
system of feeding information into a standard document - 
say an employment contract, or a mail shot to your 
customers - from either the keyboard or from another file. 
For example, you can store a contract of employment 
skeleton letter with blank slots for the name, starting date, 
etc. When a new employee joins, you use LocoMail's 'Fill' 
which just asks you to type in the required items and puts 
them into the appropriate places. You can then print out the 
document, save it, erase it, etc. 

Alternatively you can set up a mail merge letter - the 
celebrated 'Great news! You, Mr Wojtyla, have been 
selected out of all the people in The Holy See to take part...' 
letter. Your main document has slots for each name and 
address and in a separate file you store all your names and 
addresses. LocoMail then does all the work your harrassed 
secretaries, or more likely yourself, would do: inserting each 
name and address appropriately, reformatting the letter to fit, 
and printing it out. 

More sophisticated uses are possible. You can set up a 
calculator, keep a database of your music cassettes which 
prints out labels to fit each box automatically, do all your 
invoicing... we'll move onto these later on in the series. 

F'ing and Merging 

LocoMail operates in two modes. When you load your Start 
of Day disc, 8000 owners will notice all the usual LocoScript 
editing facilities plus two others: the F (for Fill) and M (for 
Merge) options. In the Fill mode (which you activate simply 
by pressing f), LocoMail will prompt you to fill the 
appropriate spaces within your standard document 
manually, from the keyboard, with the necessary 
personalising details (name and address etc.). 

In the Merge mode, on the other hand, the program will 
automatically take the relevant details that you've stored in a 
data file and insert them into the document. These two 
operations have been designed to accommodate two very 
different tasks. The Fill mode, for example, will help you 
send out a batch of letters to a relatively small number of 
people on a one-off basis. Merge, on the other hand, 
encompasses a much wider application, like issuing letters 
to a greater number of people on a regular basis. 

Most mail-merge work is going to involve creating two 
files: one in which you must create your standard document 
or letter, and a data file in which to store the details that will 
personalise that letter. Create the form document as usual, 
but instead of typing in the date and the details of the 
recipient, type in the special LocoMail codes ([+]M and [-]m, 
which display as (+Mail) and (-Mail)), and put the name 
of the variable you want there, ie. 'name' or 'address' or 
'shoe size'. 

Here's the sort of thing you'd have for a simple mail 
merged letter to all the members of your rambling club 
inviting them on a walk. Remember that where you see 
(+Mail) below you type [+]Mand similarly for (-Mail) which 
you enter as [-]m - and those [+] and [-] are the setkeys on 
either side of the space bar (or at the lower extreme left of 
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A new series on how to get 
the best out of your mail 
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For enacted 
Surname* 1 
AddressHIel* 



Mrf 

Finnbog*' 

Saunders*' 

9 St ftMiga Rdf 

Bath** 

5L1 aJE»887979T 



Colonel*' 

Motitgonergf 

Featnerstonehaugh-Ihistlethwaytef 

The Old Manors 

Church Lane ' 

Grantbury P 

Chernton Abbas*' 

Portchesterf 

Winchester*' 

Hanpshiret,746636? 



Printer idle. Using A: 

Page 1 line 1/541 
ip f 7=Cv,p i i f8=D.Dtions rXTTl 



unski*' 
VI College** 
Gxford#08GS 446367T 



A Your mail merge letter in the middle of being merged 



Covering your options 



When using LocoMail In its manual mode, a 
number of choices are available to you, once 
a "pass" has been completed. 
Edit Result: You'd use this to go back over a 
standard letter once it's been merged or 
filled. You might want to shorten a 
particularly long letter to avoid a couple of 
lines stragging over onto the next page. Or 
you could add further details to a letter that's 
been created through merging: if, included in 
your address list is someone whom you 
particularly disfike, you might find this option 
useful to season the tone of the 
communication by inserting a few 
venomously-worded phrases at the end. 



Print Result: The option you will choose most 
frequently; provided paper has been Inserted 
into the printer, the document will be printed 
and the next "pass" will begin. 
Discard Result: Bins the outcome of your last 
"pass" and immediately moves onto the next 
one. It's particularly useful if you want to 
check a merge before you reach the point of 
no return on printout. 
Abandon LocoMail: This is by far the most 
drastic of the menu choices, so use it with 
care. You not only bin the most recent "pass" 
but the records which you haven't processed 
will be Ignored. 



the keyboard on the 9512) nor regular plus and minus! 

(+Mail) title (-Mail) (+Mail) forename (-Mail) 
(+Mail) surname (-Mail) 
(+Mail) address (-Mail) 

(+Mail) date (-Mail) 

Dear (tMail) title (-Mail) (+Mail) surname (-Mail) 
As a long-standing member of the Dinglydell 
Ramblers Club, we are pleased to inform you that 
our special offer next month involves a 



Paging note 

Each 'page' which holds the 
details tor one printout ol the 
letter is termed a record. Each 
line entered within that record is 
called a field. The first 'page' in 
the data file is therefore known 
as a pattern record. This is 
nothing to do with knitting. 
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LOCOMAIL 



|A: group O/TEST .LEI Merge documents. 
■Layout 1 Pil2 LSI CRK) LF6 



Printer idle. Using A: M: 

Page 1 line 24 /541 
lEXlil 



Colonel Montgonery Featherstonehaugh-Thistlethwayt 
The Old Manors 
Church Lanef 
'"-antbury Parvaf 
lernton Abbast* 
Portchestert' 
Winchesters 
Hanpshiref 
*> 
25th July 1988s 



Print . „ 

Save result 

Save and Print result 

Discard result 

Abandon LocoMail 



Dear Colonel Featherstonehaugh-ThistlethwayteS 

J ing nenber of the Dingleydell Ranblers Club, we are pleased 
i.u miurn yuu that our special offer next Month involves a weekend's hedge- 



As a long-sta 
to inforn you 
hog spotting 
■» Walking 
welconing you 



inble on the Hull of Kintyre. f 

sticks and boot polish will be provided. H 

aboard, Colonel Featherstonehaugh-fhistlethi 



▲ Your data file with the pattern followed by names and addresses 



At length 

If you want an automatic merge, 
of course you'll have to set the 
original document for 
continuous stationery. In 
LocoScript 2, for example, while 
editing press [ft] and take 
'Document Setup'; then press 
[f5] and take 'Paper type'. Move 
the cursor to 11 " fanfold' and 
press [+]. [EXIT] and [ENTER] 
suitably back to the main 
document. When printing, 
change if necessary to 'paper 
intended for document'. 



At 8s and 9s 

9512 owners have LocoMail 
already on their LocoScript 
disc. 8000 owners have to copy 
the file LOCOMAIL.JOY from 
the LocoMail disc they bought 
onto their startup disc. Make 
sure your version of Mail is 
compatible with your 
LocoScript - Mail for 
LocoScript 2.04 won't work on 
LocoScript 2. 16 for example. 
And no, you can't use LocoMail 
from your 9512 on your 8256 or 
8512 - copyright laws demand 
you buy LocoMail again, and 
anyway it won't work. 



28 8000 PLUS 



weekend's hedgehog-spotting ramble on the Mull 

of Kintyre. Walking-sticks and boot-polish will 

be provided. We look forward to welcoming you 

aboard, (+Mail) title (-Mail) (+Mail) surname (- 

Mail) . 

B. Lister 

Secretary 

Just for the Record 

The next thing to do is create a datafile, again at the Disc 
Management Screen. In this file, you're going to keep the 
name and address of every member of the Dinglydell 
Ramblers Club, which will then be incorporated into the 
standard letter that we've just created. The first 'page' in our 
data file is going to be an exact replica of the details entered 
within the LocoMail codes at the beginning of our standard 
letter. This acts as a kind of template for all the other 'page' 
entries in the data file, the pattern to which all the data 
subsequently entered in the file must conform. The first page 
looks like this: 

Title[RETURN] 
Forename[RETURN] 
Surname[RETURN] 
Address#iei(end of page) 

LocoMail is very sophisticated when it comes to handling 
data of varying formats. Some mail mergers expect all the 
addresses in the world to be the same number of lines as 
you specify in your pattern address. What happens.though, 
when addresses vary in length - which is always the case? 

What you do is something like this. The first page of your 
data file tells Locomail that everything up to the first 
[RETURN] is the title; that everything after that up to the 
next [RETURN] is the forename; everything between that 
and the next [RETURN] is the surname; everything between 
that and the # is the address (however long or short, 
however many lines) and everything between that and the 
end of page is the telephone number. 

You can use any non-alphanumeric symbol in place of # 
here, ie. any symbol which isn't a letter or number - a semi- 
colon, a $ sign, a * symbol etc. 

After 'Tel' (and this applies to every record), select the 
End Page Here option from the [f5] Page Menu - not the 
[RETURN] key (or just press [ALT][RETURN] which is 
quicker). A page-end bar appears on the screen, and, 
having completed the pattern record, you're now ready to 
enter the corresponding details of the Dinglydell Club 
members on that format. When you've done that, press 
[EXIT] and save the file. 

Back at the Disc Management Screen, place the file 
cursor on the master letter and press m. At the top of the 
screen, you'll see a message asking you to place the cursor 



on the data file as well. Press [ENTER], The resulting Merge 
Documents Menu will then give you the choice between a 
'manual' and an 'automatic' merge. 

The 'automatic' option will fill and print one letter for each 
record in the data file without stopping to ask you if 
everything's okay. As long as the printer is being fed 
continuous stationery, the procedure will require no 
intervention from you. In fact, you'll have enough time to go 
off and have a cup of tea or twelve. 

The 'manual' option, on the other hand, stops at the end 
of every letter (or "pass") for you to repeat, if appropriate, the 
choices of printing, saving, editing or discarding. The Edit 
Screen will replace the Disc Management Screen and the 
letter, as we composed it, will fill the screen. The variable 
names between the LocoMail codes will start to slide off the 
screen, and be replaced with the details of the first 
Dinglydell Club member on the data file. Note how 
LocoScript automatically formats the letter, whatever the 
length of the name in the last line. 




A Doing a 'Fill' - to enter that address, each line is ended with a [RETURN] but 
an [ENTER] signals the end of the address. Other items of information like the 
name are just ended with [RETURN]. Note that you don't have to enter the title or 
surname again once it's been entered. 



The only problems you're likely to encounter at this stage 
will, almost certainly, be the result of mismatched variable 
names and data file records. This is usually due to spelling 
inconsistencies - check the variable names are the same in 
data file and main file, and don't put spaces in them. 
'Addressl ' is fine for a variable name but 'Address 1 ' isn't. If 
your machine displays 'Syntax Error' or something, take a 
deep breath, select the Abandon LocoMail option from the 
menu and re-examine both your standard document file and 
data file. 

Having your Fill 

If you want to produce a document for a smaller number of 
people without having to go to the trouble of creating a data 
file, then using the Fill option will probably be more 
appropriate. This allows you to fill directly from the keyboard 
- rather like filling in the spaces on a blank form. Back at the 
Disc Management Screen, place the file cursor over your 
standard letter or document and press f. 

Note in the Fill Menu the absence of a prompt to name a 
data file. This time, when the letter is displayed on the 
screen, the variable names act as a prompt in themselves 
and what you type in manually to replace them will shortly 
be displayed in the letter. When you get to the line, Dear So 
and So, you won't be prompted because the information that 
you typed in earlier is still being retained inside LocoMail's 
memory. Once you've finished that particular "pass", be 
careful not to select Abandon LocoMail or you'll end up 
losing that particular Fill! If you choose Fill again, the same 
master document will be brought back up onto the screen 
ready for another "pass". MB 

Next month: Conditionals; or, In which we describe how to 
make the letter change to suit the recipient. 
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Use LocoMail 

to send letters 

to everyone on 

your mailing 

list. Use its many 

advanced features 

to do much more - 

■ Produce letters for each i— - 

name or data record, or just for a 

selection ■ Include special text 

depending on the data to be merged 

each version of your text is correctly laid 

out, whatever special information you insert 

Edit the merged letter before printing ■ Save the result to disc if 

required ■ Use LocoScript data files or ASCII data files from a 

CP/M program ■ Prompt for information to be typed at the 

keyboard ■ Perform arithmetic within LocoScript documents ■ 

Add paragraph numbers automatically ■ Produce sophisticated 

LocoMail 'programs' for Invoicing, Credit Control, Enquiries etc." 



LocoMail 

Mail Merge for LocoScript 2 
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LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 




LocoMail now comes with a completely revised 288 page User Guide - 

available separately for users of the PCW9512 and earlier versions of LocoMail. 

■ An extended tutorial section » Detailed descriptions of the advanced facilities ■ Worked examples of 
"program units", loops and conditional operations ■ Descriptions of typical uses of LocoMail - Club 
Membership, Invoicing, Enquiries, Labels ■ A set of "building blocks" to include in your own LocoMail 
applications ■ Full technical description of LocoMail ■ Troubleshooting guide ■ 

All the examples described in the User Guide are supplied on the LocoMail master disc. In case you're just 
buying the new User Guide, they are also supplied on the LocoMail Examples Disc, available separately. 




To: Katy Buchan, Locomotive Software 
Allen Court, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 1YL 
Phone (0306) 740606 



Please send me the following products 



Name 
Address 



Postcode 



□ 


LocoMail for use with LocoScript 2 


£29.95 


u 


LocoScript 2 with LocoSpell 


£34.90 


u 


NEW LocoMail User Guide 


£14.95 


u 


JVEIV LocoMail Examples Disc 

Total 

I enclose a cheque payable to 


£5.00 


□ 






Locomotive Software Limited 




u 


Charge to my Access Card 





J L 



J L 



J_ 



J L 



Note: AU prices include VAT and UK postage. 
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SERIES 



CIOCT oocc 

I lis J I Ul UL (PCW and PC 



/ / //\ J I Ul IJL (PCW and PC versions) £29.95 

A simple to use introductory database. Design your own record card on 
screen in minutes with up to 250 items of information. Storage is disc 
based so it is not limited by the memory. A Help Panel is included for 
new users. Records are kept in constant sorted order and are instantly 
accessible by name or number. Manual or automatic search options and 
facility to re-sort the file. Mailmerges with locoscript and outputs ASCII 
files. Reports and totals. Example uses are mail lists, stock inventories, 
booklists, client information and much more. 

d i coni m~n 

L LLISl ILULU (PCW) £16.95 

A step by step tutorial to gain a full understanding of the LOcoScript 
word processor. Many exercises are included to give experience and 
confidence. Users soon gain confidence and even create their own 
personalised manual! 

Other Software for the Amstrad 

CPC 464/664/6218 . j: 



D TUQCDITC 

_' / _'/ Ll\l I L (PCW) £17.95 

A comprehensive yet easy to learn touch typing course based on the 
famous Pitmans method. It has been designed to teach the correct 
method for the skill of fast, efficient typing. The emphasis is heavily 
placed on rhythm and accuracy rather than testing by speed at an early 
stage. 

U UOCT roi r(Pcw, cpcei28 

7 / ll\-tl U ILL and PC versions) £29.95 

A simple to use spreadsheet yet contains many facilities available on 
much larger systems. Full maths capabilities including average, count, 
max., min. and total. Calculate in both horizontal and vertical directions 
to an accuracy of 14 significant figures. Portions of a sheet may be 
copied, printed, saved or loaded with either automatic relative or 
absolute reference adjustment. Useful for fast and effective cashflows, 
home budgeting, statistics and even stocks and shares. 

».* ... « 




Random Access Database £29.95 

Powerful, versatile, random access database. Finds records in seconds 
not several minutes. Multiple print formats, mix 80 & 40 character text 
or boxes in design. Extensive calculations including SIN, LOG, COS, etc. 
Comprehensive search and sort facilities. 40 fields per record. 

Instant Access Utilities £29.95 

A full range of utilities including random access, sector editing, error 
handling, etc. Simple RSX commands interface directly with the resident 
BASIC. A powerful EXEC command allows a BASIC statement to be 
executed from within a program to evaluate calculations. 



MINERVA SYSTEMS, 

69 SIDWELL STREET, EXETER, 

DEVON, EX4 6PH. Tel: 0392 37756 
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THE BEST IN THE WEST - PLUS ! ! ! 

THE WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES 



Amstrad PCW's - free disc storage box & 
3" Disc containing database, graphs pack, 
psychological test + games. 
PCs (IBM) Compats's): Amstrad. 
Samsung. Opus. Sanyo. Sytron 286 and 
386 at compatibles, also Commodore. 
Acorn. Atari, Canon We are now 
registered dealers tor (and users of) the 
PCII - Ten super Turbo (IBM Compat.) 
Please Telephone or send Large S.A.E for 
very full details of these great computers 
Demo's by arrangement portable PC's ■ 
Amstrad PPC. Toshiba. Micro P Plasma & 
Cambridge Laptop Z88. 

WE STRIVE HARD TO BE THE 
FRIENDLIEST AND MOST HELPFUL 
PLACE AROUND WITH LOW PRICES 

AND FAST DESPATCH WITH 
AFTERSALES SUPPORT THAT WILL 
BRING YOU BACK FOR MORE 
Printers come in all shapes and sizes to 
suit the |ob you have in mind - or your 
pocket 1 We can supply 9 to 24 pin and 
daisywheels through to lazers : Citizen 
(with their 2 year guarnatee). Amstrad 
Including the LQ3500. Epsom, Juki. 
Canon. Moicro P. Panasonic. Qms. Data 
Products. Hewlett Pakcard. Impact 
Systems. Linotype Plus Hitachi and 
Sekonic Plotters and one or two more 1 
EXAMPLES OF THREE TOP 
COMPUTER SYSTEMS 
PCII Ten Super Turbo 30MB Hard Disc. 
Dual Clock Speed of 4.77/10 MHz, 640k 
Ram, 1x360k Floppy, RS232 and parallel 
printer port. Game I/O Port (for joystick 
etc). 7 industry expansion slots, real time 
clock, keyboard lock. MS-DOS v3.2. 

Mono :- 1091.40 

As Above But CGA Colour ; 1 299.99 

As above but Hega Enhanced Colour + 

Mono Graphics :- 1499.99 

Many many "add-ons" are available for the 
above machines from Tape Spoolers to 
Ram Expansion Cards and more still. 



PCW HARDWARE 



PCW 8256 2nd 3" drive 124.95 

Memory Upgrade to 512k (POA) 

Buy the above 2 items together and we 
deduct C5.00 Irom Memory Upgrade price 

PCW 9512 2nd 3" drive (FD4) 129.95 

5.25" 2nd Disc drive We now specialise in the 
PACE drive produced especially for the PCW 
with its own built in interface. Comes with free 
TDOS & external power supply. Very easy to 

fit. We use one 184.95 

ACC20MB PCW Hard Disk 514.95 

Timatic 20MB PCW Hard Disk 599.95 

Carry your PCW' Shoulder Bag 27.95 

Accoustic Hoods for your printer POA 

CF2 Disc Storage Box (Holds 10) 5.25 

CF2 / 5.25" disc Storage Boxes - Various 

CF2 3" Amsoft/ Panasonic x 10 22.95 

5.25"Xidex DS/DD Discs x 10 7,49 

5.25" Xidex DS/DD Discs x 25 15.99 

5.25" Xidex DS'DD Discs x 50 29.49 

5.25" Xidex DS/DD Discs x 100 54.95 

THATS LESS THAN 55p EACH-ALL 
INCLUSIVE 

5.25" Maxell DS/DD Discs x 10 17.75 

Kempston Interface + Joystick 24.95 

Kempston Mouse. In Face+Software , 64.95 

RS232 Serial/Parailel Interface 54.95 

Pace RS232Ser Par Interface ..., 54.95 

Surge Protector in 13 A Plug Top 11,99 



MODEMS 



Pace Bundled packs for the PCW 

Nightingale ♦ Interface + Cable 149.95 

Linnet * Interface +■ cable 194.95 

Serious Four1200S + Interface 399.95 

Serious Four 2400S * Interface 489.95 

Pace - Modems only 

Nightingale - Manual. V21A/23 94.50 

Linnet Intelligent. V21.-V23 149.95 

Series Four2123S 259.50 

Series Four 1200S 379.95 

Series Four 2400S. V22 & V22bis 469.95 

Miracle Technology Modems 

WS2000. Manual Dial Modem 100.70 

WS4000PCW. cw Interface 169.95 

WS300O Professional Modem 285.00 

WS3000 Professional Modem. V22 ... 475.00 
WS3000 Professional. V22bis 599.95 

WS3000 Was Peripheral ol the year' m 1986 
British microcomputing Awards 



TROJAN LIGHTPENS * 

r * 

r PCW Cadmaster 27.95 * 

r CPC-Cadmaster 17.95 * 

r CBM Plus 4 C16 Cadmaster 17 95 * 
r Specturm * 3 Cadmaster 2i 95 * 

r Spectrum + 2 Cadmaster 1 7 95 * 

r Spec. 48 1 28k Cadmaster 1 7 95 * 

r The Last Word Cassette 1 2 95 * 

r The last Word - 3" disc 1795 * 

■ Graph Pro Pack - Cassette . 27 95 * 

■ Graph-Pro Pack - 3" Disc 35.95 * 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOMED * 



* * * 



* * * 



* * * * 



SOFTWARE 



WORDPROCESSORS 

Protext - Full System: Wordprocessor 

Spellchecker/ Mailmerge 44.75 

Pocket Protext 29.95 

Locoscript II 19.45 

Locospell 33.25 

Locomail 34.95 

Mini Office Professional System 21 .75 

Saxon Micro Collections-5 Programs 

In one Pack - excellent Value 39.95 

Tasword 8000 17.75 

Tas-Sign 23.95 

Taspnnt 8000 1 1 .75 

Tasspell 12.75 

New Word 2 46.75 



SPREADSHEETS 



Supercalc II 39.75 

Cracker II (Included Graphs) 38.75 

Mini Office Professional system 21 .75 

Saxon Micro Collection - 5 Programs 

In one Pack An Old Favourite 39.95 



DATABASES 



Chibase-The Freeformat Database 
That lets you say whal you want 

In your own words- 48.95 

Masterlile 8000 34.75 

dBase II 99.95 

"dBase II made easy" - book 14.95 

Hands -On dBase II - needs 2 drives 19.95 

Delta 1.25 69.75 

Mini Office Professional system 21.75 

Saxon Micro collection 39.95 



ACCOUNTS 



It you are unsure exactly which package you 

need for your particular business please 

phone and we will describe the strengths 

and weaknesses of the various packages in 

clear |argonless terms but leave you to 

decide 

************** 

Meridian Stockmarket 23.95 

Money Manager Plus - for Personal Use 

or Small Business 29.75 

Cornix ■ Job Estimating 39.95 

Cornix ■ Product Costing 39.95 

Digita Tax Planner 19.95 

Digita Business Controller 79.95 

Micro Simplex - VAT Made Simple 

CAMSOFT ACCOUNTS :■ 
PSIL INT. Stock Inv. Sales 

Purch i Norn ..97.75 

PSPN INT. Sales Purch . Norn 73.45 

PPAY - Payroll 37,25 

SAGE ACCOUNTS :- 

Popular Accounts 79.00 

Popular Accounts Plus 104.00 

Popular Accounts Super 149.00 

Popular Payroll 59.50 

MAP ACCOUNTS :- 

Integrated Accounts 99.75 

Payroll 49.50 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS 

Accounts 165.75 

Accounts Plus 192.50 

Daybook 54.95 

Payroll 77.95 



UTILITIES 



Rotate - Sideways Printing 19.75 

Arnor - Maxam II 52.75 

Arnor 'C Compiler (also 61 28) 33.25 

Borland - Turbo Pascal 49.75 



DTP AND GRPAHICS 



Stop Press and AMX Mouse 65.95 

AMX Stop Press 37.75 

Desktop Pub S AMX Mouse 59.75 

Desktop Publisher 22.75 

Master Paint 17.75 

Master Scan 55.75 

Master Pack (Scan & Paint) 62.75 

Kempston Mouse and Control 64.95 



TRAINING 



Heeltime lop quality framing Course on 
disc with Instructor on Audio Tape 

PCW9512- Locoscript II 27.75 

PCW8256/8512 - Locoscript 27.75 

PCW82568512 - Locoscript II 27.75 

CP M Computing - Learn properly 1 ... 27.75 

Supercalc II 27,75 

dBase II 27.75 

lansyst 

Crash Course in typing - Beginners . 19.95 

Two Fingers To Touch Typing 19.95 

Kosmos - Language Tutors 

The French Mistress 16.75 

The German Master 16.75 

The Spanish Tutor 16.75 

The Haitian Tutor 16.75 



EDUCATIONAL & FUN! 



Animal. Mineral. Vegetable 1 1.70 

World Wise .. 11.70 

Personal Excellence Pack 25.95 

Topologika 

Yes Chancellor 1 9.75 

Countdown to Doom 9.75 

Return to Doom 12.75 

Philosopher's Quest 9.75 

Acheton 9.75 

Kindon of Harrnl 9.75 

Gamtkiller 14,50 



LEISURE 



Heathrow Traffic Control 15.75 

Strike Force Harrier 14.75 

Guild of Thieves 19.75 

Living Daylights 11.95 

Football Fortunes 12.95 

Bounder 13.95 

Clock Chess 88 the strong one 13.75 

Cyrus II Chess Great graphics 1 3.75 

Colosuss IV Chess - Very Strong 13.75 

Batman 1 1.75 

The Pawn 15.75 

Scrabble 15.75 

Trivial Pursuit 15.95 

A.C.E Flight Simulator 14.75 

Tomahawk 14.75 

Starglider 18.75 

Head Over Heels 12.50 

Jewels of Darkness 15.95 

Hitchiker's Guide to Galaxy 1 8.75 

Leather Goddesses of Phobos 1 8.75 



If you see anything we sell being sold cheaper elsewhere phone us before you buy - Prices etc subject to availability. Prices include VAT. 

Postage is free - there is nothing more to add'. 

Telephone lines open 9am - 7pm MON-WED / 9am - 5pm FRIDAY / 9am - 1 pm SAT. 

WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES DEPT 87, 
CAPEL TOBI, FFAIRFACH, LLANDEILO, DYFED. SA19 6PR 

Cheques / P.O.'s payable to"W.B.B.S." Tel: (0558) 823782 



BE ADVENTUROUS 

For all budding Douglas Adamses: Pat Winstanley offers some DIY tips 



Before anything else you must make a back up of the 
original disc as you will probably be altering some of 
the files to suit your machine and you would be well 
advised to find an alternative to the supplied text editor as it 
is very basic, with none of the cut and paste or block move 
facilities essential for efficient working. Your best bet is 
probably to use LocoScript to prepare your files and make 
ASCII versions of them. 

Assuming you need to use the Editor it must be installed 
for your machine. Gilsoft give full instructions on how to do 
this - the final settings are on page 54 of the 'Introduction'. 
Next you will need to repeat the operation for the Interpreter. 
The settings for this are given overleaf. If you later find that 
your screen display is wrong you have probably either 
mistyped the settings or not saved the corrections properly 
back to your working disc. 

The Editor, whether you are using the program provided 
or preferably your own alternative, is used to enter the 
information required by the adventure in text form. This 
information is entered in clearly defined and numbered 
sections to create a database which will be compiled by the 
Compiler into machine code and saved as a new file. The 
machine code file is then acted on by the Interpreter which 
takes the game data and presents it on screen, handling all 
the driving operations which make the game run. 

Source of the file 

Load the file "START.SCE" into your editor and make a hard 
copy of it for reference. The Start file can be compiled and 
interpreted but nothing much will happen as it consists of 
only the most basic information common to all adventures. 

As your adventure grows you will find that holding all the 
information in a single source file can become very unwieldy. 
With this in mind, split the "START.SCE" file into its 
component parts, adding at the end of each section a link 
line such as 7LNK nextfile" where 'nextfile' is the name 
given to the file containing the next section. A reasonable 
split of the files is given in the box overleaf. 

Splitting the source files in this way makes manipulation 
simple and ensures that sections not affected by changes as 
you work are in no danger of being altered accidentally as 
they are not in RAM at the time, but safely stored out of 
harm's way. 

The source files contain two different types of 
information. Sections /STX, /MTX, /OTX and /LTX contain 
text to be written to the screen during play. (Don't worry 
about formatting on screen as the Interpreter takes care of 
this for you automatically). The other sections (/CTL, /VOC, 
/CON, /OBJ and /PRO) are rather different as they hold 
information which is hidden during play but is used by the 
Interpreter to control what is happening to the player and his 
surroundings. Some sections also need corresponding 
entries in other sections for instance each entry in /LTX must 
be coupled with an entry in /CON even if the latter is empty, 
being simply a line number. If you miss one or the other out 
an error will be thrown up during compiling. 

Details, details 

Sections /LTX and /CON contain the information required to 
allow the player to move around. Each /CON entry relates to 
the location of the same number and lists (each on a new 



Gilsoft's Personal Adventure Writer is a programming system which 
lets you write your own adventures. But before you go and write 
your own version of Hitch Hikers' Guide to the Galaxy or The Pawn, 
here's a few tips to save you time, trouble and energy. 



line) the possible exits from the location given by the 
direction word and the location to be moved to. Connections 
should be entered even if the player will initially not be able 
to move, conditional exits being dealt with in the process 
tables. 

Two sections are available for messages, /STX and 
/MTX, the former already having some 
standard entries used by PAW with the 
rest free for your own use. Initially 
/MTX has some text in message 
which can be deleted as soon as 
you wish, as it's of no use to you 
If you want to be really devious 
you can also borrow unused 
/OTX entries as extra 
messages. Rather than 
simply filling these sections 
up haphazardly it makes 
sense to use /STX for 
your own 'system' 
messages, those which 
can apply in more 
than one situation 
during play. Keep 
the /MTX section 
for one-off text 
which relates to 
single objects 
or situations. 
Separating 
messages 
like this 
makes 




VpteZ&re, 




Skeleton source 



Load the file "START.SCE" then build it up to 
maximum size by adding empty entries to 
their allowed limit in all sections except the 
process and vocabulary tables. Then save 
this new file as "SKELETON.SCE ', compile it 
to check everything is correct, and use it later 
as an empty database in which you can insert 
the data for your game. 



Having a ready made skeleton saves you 
repeating tedious exercises (such as all the 
'null' entries in the '/OBJ' section) for each 
adventure you write. It also ensures that you 
don't exceed the maximum number of 
permitted entries in any section and that each 
location has a connection entry and each 
object text an object definition. 
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/open aoor 

Vou niter the publishers' (Uce. It is a large, 
scruffy artists ire Kinder 1119 ueut listmins t 
ire silting deing the Cuirdiin crossKord. There 
bat the (lice is verg imtids and piles of piper 
In the entrince is 1 lirge coffee uehine. 



arse, open-plin office. Several 
ing to wltaans. « fw writers 
There ire cowiters everadiere 
piper appear to hide ust of th« 



piles. of piper appear to hide ust of then. 



Hhat n«? 

>look it mchine 

The coffee nachine his 1 large sign on it: 'til drinks free - enter niaber 

of drink required'. There is 1 list of drinks ivailahle. 

Hhat MM? 

>look it list 

■ccording to the list, the drinks ire: coffee, 423: tea, M3; nineril inter, 

934; Export lager, #H; Japanese sue, t»3; and 1 'ngsterg drink', tte. 

Mat no«! 

tKhite plastic cup drops into the dispenser trig and is filled Kith golden 
am Export lager, 



Shane about that. Vour liver begins to shrivel, you lose gov sexuality an 
flind starts to Dander. Vou labour under the delusion that you ire Scottish 
that you once net limit Shand. fou start to rankle about your old nates in 



tu and your 
tiish and 



▲ A DIY adventure set in a mythical magazine publishers 



Comments 
please 

Throughout your source files use 
a liberal peppering of comment 
lines (ie. text following a semi- 
colon). It's amazing how quickly 
you can forget the purpose of 
different entries, and how much 
time can be saved by full 
documentation. It might be a 
chore to type comments in but if 
you really want to write a 
saleable adventure you can't 
take short cuts and the rewards 
are well worth the effort involved. 



Protextations 

If you are using Protext you will 
find that system message 33 
causes a printout problem as the 
V character is used by Protext 
to indicate stored commands 
when at the beginning of a line. 
Simply insert a space before it in 
the text and the problem is 
solved. 
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debugging a lot simpler. 

Objects are defined in two ways. Textual descriptions are 
entered in /OTX while the various attributes of the object are 
entered at the corresponding number in /OBJ. Each entry in 
one section must have a corresponding entry in the other 
and in the case of /OBJ the entry must be filled with the 
underline character if nothing else is required. Any object 
which can be used as a container must have a location of 
the same number associated with it. This location is used as 
the inside of the container and should not be also used as a 
'real' place in the game. Careful forward planning is needed 
to avoid confusion during development. Try to decide at the 
start how many containers you will have (remembering 
things like ponds, cupboards etc. as well as suitcases and 
buckets) and arrange the numbering of locations and objects 
so that the minimum number of each are used. Every entry 
in the source files, even if it isn't actually used, takes 
memory in the final game. And remember that although 
unused entries can be deleted later, all numbering must be 
consecutive so you can't leave gaps in the source files, only 
truncate them. 

It pays to increase your word power 

Vocabulary is likely to cause one of the biggest headaches 
unless you keep things simple to begin with. In the manuals 
you will come across the expression 'conversion nouns' 
which can be rather confusing. It relates to those words 
which can be used with the same spelling as either nouns or 
verbs. Thus if you had a pot of paint, a paintbrush and a 
painting in your adventure the player's commands might 
include something like "Paint the painting with the 
paintbrush". Remembering that PAW recognises only the 
first five letters of a word this command contains the verb 
"paint", first noun "paint" and second noun "paint". To accom- 
modate situations like this, nouns in /VOC with numbers less 
than 20 will be treated by PAW as either verbs or nouns 
depending upon the context. These are conversion nouns. 

Until you become accustomed to the workings of the 
parser it's best to stick as far as possible to just nouns and 
verbs. Wait until you've had some practice before tackling 
other parts of speech. Remember too that many players like 
myself who have been brought up on the old verb/noun only 
games tend to play even complex adventures in this way 
and expect commands such as "Put eggs basket" to work. If 
you have arranged for the required input to be "Carefully put 
the fragile eggs inside the shopping basket" you will end up 
with many frustrated not to say enraged players. Only when 
confusion could occur such as the availability of both a 
shopping basket and a picnic basket should you force the 
player to specify exactly what is wanted. 



In the process 

One of the most confusing aspects of process tables for the 
beginner is where to put different entries. The main thing is 
to use common sense and the flowcharts provided by Gilsoft 
but as these can be a little confusing until you grasp the 
overall picture here are a few pointers. 

The response table /PRO is checked first and normally 
.contains entries which depend largely on the command 
typed by the player. 



634; Export User, +54; Japanese sake, W3; and a 'aystery drink', 

A unite plastic cup drops into tke dispenser tray and is filled uitk a greeny- 
brom ftul-SMlling liquid uhich stows a little. 



die liquid tastes suspiciously like a vintage Veuve Clifuot doesn't. Despite 
m protests of your stowch uhich threatens to talk out in disgust sou keep it 
lorn. Neutonian nechanics uas never sour strong point and you can't be sure if 



rest of the universe or vice-versa. 
First lau us gou pass out... 



Vou uake up on the floor of a bar in dountoun Tokyo. Vou can't figure out 
uhat you're doing there, k Japanese-looking uonan is helping gou up. 

(Out nou? 

>say hello to uonan 

'ah , she sags, 'Igirisujin deshoo? Nihongo uakariMsu ka? HakariMsen ne' 

Hhat nou? 

She shrugs her shoulders and »iles inscrutably. 

Uhat nou? 

)ue*an, uhat is your naiie 

She shrugs her shoulders and suites inscrutably. 



Table /PRO 1 is only checked after the player has made 
a move and is normally used to make adjustments to the 
location description. Thus a location with a brick wall and a 
pile of dynamite could have two messages associated with it 
to be printed after the main description, one to be used 
when the player first enters and the second after a match 
has been lit in the location to show a heap of rubble and 
smoke instead of the wall! /PRO 1 is also used to show 
objects present. 

Table /PRO 2 is generally used to check whether actions 
performed in /PRO and /PRO 1 have resulted in other 
changes in the state of play and perhaps tell the player so. 
For instance it could check for the rising level of water where 
the player is stranded and whether it is time to drown. 

Other process tables can be created which can be called 
as subroutines from the main tables or each other. These 
can be rather confusing at first so try practising by creating a 
different table for each verb which will be called from /PRO 
0. Once you have these working satisfactorily you can move 
onto more complex applications such as speech with 
characters in the game. 



Vital statistics 


Interpreter Settings 






Columns 


is set to 90 




Lines 


is set to 32 




Timeout 


is set to 5461 




Clear Screen 


is set to 1 B451 B48 


Pause 


is set to 35 




Source file split 






Filename 


Sections 
included 


Link line 


"ADVENT.SCE" 


/CTL./VOC 


/LNK system 


"SYSTEM.SCE" 


/STX 


INK messages 


"MESSAGES.SCE" 


/MTX 


/LNKobjtxt 


"OBJTXT.SCE" 


/OTX 


/LNK locatio 


"LOCATION.SCE" 


/LTX 


/LNK connect 


"CONNECT.SCE" 


/CON 


LNKobjde 


"OBJDEF.SCE" 


/OBJ 


/LNK response 


"RESPONSE.SCE" 


/PROO 


/LNK process 


"PROCESS.SCE" 


/PR0 1, /PRO 2 



Amstrad Training - £29.95! 




With so many organisations trying to sell you 

training courses, you need to be selective. And if price is 

important too, the choice is simple - you need Reel-Time. 

No other training course can offer: personal tuition; 
disk-based tutorials; a full set of course notes on disk; and 
a wealth of practical extras, all for just £29.95+VAT. 

Best of all, your Reel-Time course is delivered to you 
pre-recorded on audio-cassette and disk. The whole 
course is yours to run on your own computer, at your own 
pace, and repeat whenever you like. 



Amstrad PC (1512 & 
1640);- IBM/Compats (PC/XT/ AT); 

• SuperCalc (for 3 & 4); • dBase II; 

• WordStar (3.3 ) • Desktop Publishing; 
MSBCTEff g- Amstrad PCW 9512 (& 
Locoscript 2); • Locoscript (PCW 8256); 

• The PCW Computer (for 8256/8512); 

• SuperCalc 2; • dBase II; • WordStar 
Professional (3.3); NewWord 2. 



Call today - Learn tomorrow! 



Head-Line Communication Limited 
P O BOX 22, HEREFORD, HR4 8UW 
(Orders/enqs) Tel: (0602) 603623. 



Ask for a full list of our 

courses for IBM/Amstrad 

computers and software. 



SOFTWARE 



FOR THE SMALL BUSINESS 



A CARD-INDEX £34.95 Incl. VAT 

Re-Creates a Card-Index System On Your Computer 

Extensive Search and Sort Facilities 

Wide Range of Printing Formats 

Unlimited Applications From a Single Program 

Ideal For Mailing Labels 

▲ SIMPLE ACCOUNTS £49 95 Incl. VAT 

Book-Keeping Made Easy For The Small Business 

Complete Record of Sales and Purchases 

Comprehensive Range of Printed Reports 

Latest Update on Creditors and Debtors 

Full Information for Vat Returns 

▲ JOB ESTIMATING £79.90 Incl. VAT 

Calculates and Prints Estimates and Quotations 

Performs All Arithmetical Calculations 

Gives You Full Control Over Selling Prices 

Maintains Your Latest Cost To Complete 

Reports Your Profit 

A PRODUCT COSTING £79.90 Incl. VAT 

Maintains and Reports Your Manufacturing Costs 

Reflects Any Changes in Component Prices 

Automatic Update of Production Costs 

Records Your Latest Selling Prices 

Reports Your Profit 

ALL OUR PROGRAMS INCLUDE 

STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS AND 

INDEFINITE FREE SUPPORT 

Contact Us Now For A Free Information Pack 

CORN IX SOFTWARE L TD 

Spirella Building, Bridge Road, Letchworth, Herts. SG6 4ET 
Telephone: Letchworth (0462) 682989 






3 DISKS 



Artisoft CF2 per 10 £22.95 

Amsoft CF2 per 5 £1 1 .95 

Maxwell CF2 per 10 £21.95 

Maxwell CF2 per 5 £1 1 .49 

Map Int. Accounts £104.99 

Sage Super Combo £161.99 

Sage Accounts Plus £104.99 

Sage Combo (payroll) £104.99 

Sage Popular Accounts £74.95 

Sage Payroll £54.59 

Advanced Money Manager £22.95 
Adv. Money Manager Plus £29.79 



INTERNATIONAL 



DATABASE 


Masterfile 8000 


£39 90 
£22.95 
£44.59 
£74.24 
£8595 
£19.95 
£2995 
£39.96 
£27.95 


Database man. (At Last) 

Caxton Cardbox 

Delta 1.25 


dBase II 


Plan It 


Amsoft Locomail 

Dataflow/MaiMow III 

Flexilabel 



SPREADSHEET 



Supercalc 2 £39.96 

Cracker 2 with graph £39.20 

Sage Chit Chat Combo £79.20 

Sage Chit Chat Email £55.99 

Sage Chit Chat VData £55.59 

Miracle WS4000 modem £179.40 

Pace Linnet modem £147.95 



RUGBY MICRO SPARES 

36a ABBEY STREET 
RUGBY WARWICKSHIRE 
ENGLAND CV21 3LH 



0788 69344 



GRAPHICS 



DR Draw £39.00 

DR Graph £39.00 

E. Studio light pen £64.40 

E. Studio mouse £106.56 

Fleet Street Editor + £49.95 

Newsdesk International £37.95 

Desktop Publisher £23.95 

Desktop Pub. + mouse £67.96 

Stop Press + Mouse £71.95 

Masterscan/Paint £64.95 

Armor Pretext £47.95 

Armor Pocket Pretext £34.95 

Mini Office Professional £24.95 

Newword 2 £59.80 

Tasword 8000 £18.95 

Amor Prospell £22.95 

Amsoft Locospell £29.95 

Taspell 8000 £12.85 

Supertype 8000 £18.49 

Tasprint 8000 £11.95 

Locoscript 2 £19.49 






BOOKS 




.£12.95 


Int. Ams. CP/M Assembly Lan. 


....£9.95 


Practical Amstrad W/process . 


....£7.95 


Amstrad Communications 


....£8.95 


Program your PCW 2nd Ed ... 


....£6.95 


Mastering the Amstrad PCW 


....£8.95 


dBase II First Time User 


£16.95 


Locoscript II 


£9.50 







RIBBONS 



PCW Ribbons black fabric £3.95 

PCW Ribbons black carbon £5.50 

PCW Ribbons coloured £4.95 

Keep the dust at bay with 

this cotton piped PVC set at 

the low price of 

£9.95 



We accept Official Purchase Orders from Government and Educational Establishments. 
All discs usually dispatched SAME DAY by 4pm, Place your order using your Credit Card 
Prices and Delivery subject to availability. All prices inc. VAT and Delivery 
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REPAIRS 



OPERATION PCW 

When the chips are down - Sharon Bradley looks at PCW repairs 






The Amstrad PCW is a very trustworthy machine. Dealers 
go to great lengths to explain to you that each machine has 
been rigorously tested before being released onto the 
market, and, once it has left their hands, they don't expect 
to see it again for another two to three years, if then. The 
various problems that do occur, however, have a certain 
inevitable quality about them - the effects of wear and 
tear'. Consequently, very little can be done to avoid them - 
no matter how much care you lavish on your machine. It's 



the moving parts within the machine that are likely to go 
first of all: they simply get worn out. Still, the good news is, 
that none of the faults that develop as a result of general 
use are really irreparable. Even allowing for a certain 
degree of commercial oneupmanship in the field of 
Amstrad maintenance, none of the repair companies we 
spoke to would admit to ever having faced defeat in their 
careers as PCW surgeons. 



DIY note 1 

Keys sticking? You can try 
overhauling your own keyboard. 
A lipoff describing how to do this 
appeared in the September 
1987 8000 Plus (issue 12). 



DIY note 2 

Before replacing your printer, 
check it's not just dirty heads. 
Printer heads can be cleaned by 
removing the ribbon and printing 
random text over a sheet of 
paper with stripes of WD40 on it. 



What are the problems that beset the PCW? Disc 
drive replacements are, by far, the most common 
repairs that are carried out. Disc drive 
malfunctions can be caused by one of two things: the effect 
of general wear and tear or rough handling. The moving 
parts of any machine tend to deteriorate the fastest and the 
disc drive motors are unfortunately no exception. Nothing 
you can do will stop them from pegging out. But you 
certainly won't be helping matters if you insert discs roughly, 
or switch on or off your machine with a disc or discs still in 
the drive. These malfunctions are also fairly unmistakable: 
physically inserting the disc won't be a problem, but as the 
machine won't be able to read the disc, nothing will appear 
on the screen. A total absence of that, by now, vaguely 
reassuring clunk and whirr, normally attendant on any disc 
operation, will signal the final death knell of your disc drive. 
Unfortunately, a disc drive exchange is also one of the most 
expensive repairs that can be carried out on the PCW, 
costing somewhere in the region of £80.00 inclusive of VAT. 

Another very common repair is caused by forgetting to 
turn the machine off before plugging an interface into the 
expansion port on the back of the monitor. There's nothing 
more guaranteed to effectively kill off your machine, because 
what it does is to blast through the Z80, the main processor 
chip inside the machine. You'll probably kick yourself if it 
happens to you, but it really is easy to do (not that it could 
ever happen to anyone in 8000 Plus, of course, oh no). 

Plugging in an interface when the machine is switched 
on, will manifest itself in a screen which whines when the 
PCW is switched on but doesn't go white or green as usual. 
The PCW is completely out of service and it'll take in the 
region of £40.00 to put right. The Z80 itself is only a couple 
of pounds to replace, but most repair companies have a 



Three in one 



The Amstrad PCW, as we all know, is a fully 
integrated word processor and personal 
computer. So when you buy a PCW, you get a 
monitor, a printer and a keyboard. (With other 
computers the printer is an optional extra - 
with the IBM PC, even the keyboard is an 
optional extra!) But what happens if one of 
these peripherals develops what is ultimately 
an irreparable fault? Amstrad make it quite 
clear that buying just a keyboard, or just a 
printer is totally out of the question. It would 



appear to be an all or nothing situation. Do 
you really have to buy a complete new 
system? Well, the good news is that real 
computer repair shops will usually be able to 
get hold of a replacement peripheral through 
Amstrad, who, in turn, receive them from CPC 
in Preston, Lancashire, dealers in out-of- 
warranty parts. CPC don't supply individuals, 
only dealers, so please don't phone them and 
say 8000 sent you! 
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standard labour charge of £30.00 plus VAT, plus the price of 
the replacement part. It might, at this point, be worthwhile 
reiterating that whatever you're plugging in to the PCW, 
whether it's a printer, keyboard or anything, do it when the 
machine is switched off! 

Key worries 

Repair companies say that, on the whole, they rarely have to 
contend with keyboard problems. However, Software Plus, 
here in Bath (who handle the frequent 8000 Plus repairs 
incidentally) say that the keyboards they doctor have nearly 
all reached quite an advanced state of coffee marination. 
Indeed, the most common threat that keyboards tend to face 
is essentially a liquid one. Should the unmentionable happen 
to you, try resting the keyboard upside down for a little while 
and letting the moisture drain out. Alternatively, get one of 
these new protective film covers for the keyboard before the 
event is likely to occur. 

The keyboard takes more of a bashing in the course of 
its daily existence than any other of the PCW peripherals - 
particularly if you're something of a heavy-handed typist, not 
to mention an avid games freak. This world-weariness will 
manifest itself in the gradual erosion of the lettering on the 
keycaps and, less frequently, in the springs softening under 
the keys (they rarely peg out completely). The first of these 
conditions can be avoided by investing in one of the covers 
we've just mentioned, and the second, by minimising the 
sledge-hammer technique. If you use your PCW for playing 
games, then Software Plus, for one, would advise you to get 
a joystick, where appropriate, and use that in preference to 
the keyboard. Learning to touch type rather than tapping 
with two fingers will extend your keys' life considerably. 

If the springs underneath the keys do start to suffer - 
long term PCW users will recognise the spongy key 
syndrome - then all is not lost: they can be replaced, 
although this may turn out to be quite expensive by the time 
you've taken into account the standard labour charge plus 
the cost of the replacement keys (£2.50 each). 

Blue prints 

Printers do generally tend to be quite problematic 
peripherals on the whole, report various companies like 
Aeon Repairs Computer House (from Wirral) and SWM 
Associates of Stoke-on-Trent. Again, most of the things that 
do go wrong are inevitable - like the printer heads wearing 
out. It is among one of the most expensive repairs as well, 
setting you back a good £90.00. Similarly, with the 8000 
series printers, continually swapping the types of stationery 




you use will dislodge the little white cogs in the printer motor, 
and they're extremely tricky to put right. Often the platen 
roller becomes smooth with the passage of time which 
means any tendency that the paper has to slide will not be 
controlled as it is fed into the printer. Bear in mind, as well, 
that these printers are intrinsically delicate peripherals and 
shunting them around roughly from pillar to post is not a 
good policy: this is a very good way to damage the printer 
circuit boards. 

One thing that has consistently emerged from the repair 
companies we spoke to is the special problems they 
encounter in the PCW 9512 daisy-wheel printer. Most of 
which, they say, are the result of the design. Many dealers 
said they have been made on too much of a shoe-string 
budget and consequently are unable to match the expected 
tolerance levels. This is reflected in both the materials and 
the engineering techniques that have been used. Funnily 
enough, Aeon Repairs have noticed a definite upward trend 
in PCW 9512 printer problems when the weather starts to 
get that little bit warmer. In sympathy with its users, it seems 
that during long, balmy, summer days the printer lapses into 
a state of lethargy and just won't respond under any 
circumstances. A lack in the number of heat reduction ports 
seems to be to blame, say Aeon, because the chips simply 
get overheated. 

Doctors in the house? 

Most of the companies we spoke to operate on a system of 
maintenance contracts usually lasting up to one full year - 
you pay your year's fee and anything that goes wrong will be 
repaired, free, on site if you're not too far away. That's not to 
say however that they will ignore cries for help from PCW 
owners who haven't necessarily had the foresight to arrange 
repair contingency plans. (If you're particularly accident 



prone you might like to bear it in mind.) All it means is that 
those who have, will benefit from more advantageous repair 
costs. 

Dictaphone, for example (see Directory) who handle 
many thousands of machines, work predominantly on this 
system of service contracts and will carry out these repairs 
on-site, if necessary. Keith Halliday of Dictaphone told us 
that these contracts will cover all other costs. A one-year 
maintenance contract, with Dictaphone, will cost £36.00 for 
a PCW 8256 and £48.00 for an 8512. These prices apply to 
machines that are still under warranty. If the warranty has 
expired (they last a year) then the contract costs, 
respectively, £48.00 and £60.00. Dictaphone will not turn 
their back on non-contract customers, however, and they will 
carry out ad hoc repairs in situ. They will charge, however, 
£9.50 per call-out, and £23.00 an hour to cover labour and 
travelling costs. 

They would also like to make it quite clear that they're as 



DIY note 3 

If some parts of the print head 
don't appear to be striking - tails 
on letters like g and p are 
disappearing, for example - you 
can try reassembling the printer 
head pins. A tip on how to do 
this appears in issue 1 7 of 8000 
Plus, February 88. 




Banks for the memory 



Sudden electricity surges and shoddy 
soldering are the two chief culprits when it 
comes to memory failure. Symptoms of this 
might be documents getting inexplicably 
truncated while you're working on them. 
(Check you haven't just selected the wrong 
command on your word processor though). 
There's nothing you can do to prevent a 
memory fault developing, but the good news 
is that such problems aren't really all that 
frequent. Memory chips themselves are cheap 



(£2.50 each), but rebuilding the memory 
constitutes replacing these chips on the main 
circuit board - a rather fiddly operation to get 
just so, requiring a steady hand and an 
inordinate amount of patience. 

Unsurprisingly, this is also a very 
expensive repair, although how much you pay 
depends largely on the severity of the 
damage. On average, you can expect to fork 
out something like £75.00 and that is 
exclusive of VAT. 
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New PC W software from ARNOR 



Word Processing 

PROTEXT FILER - New Release! £24.95 

This invaluable program will keep your address lists or other datafiles in 
good order. Includes: datafile management from within Protext; 
extremely flexible file sorting program; label printing and mailmerging 
using the datafiles. Send SAE for full details. 

PROTEXT OFFICE - New Release! £34.95 

Invoice printing program as used by Arnor. Easily configurable for your 
own requirements. Works from within Protext. Produces invoices/credit 
notes/delivery notes/statements. Includes Protext Rler. Send SAE for 
full details. 

PROTEXT Word Processor £59.95 

Protext is now firmly established as the alternative to Locoscript. 
All the features you would expect from a good word processor - many 
text editing commands, print commands, spell checking and mall- 
merging. The refinement and thought that has been put into the 
program - logical keystrokes and commands, clear layout, speed and 
power ... all go towards making Protext ideal for the novice or the 
experienced user. 

* On-screen help * Typewriter mode * Insert or overwrite typing mode * 

* Word count * Undelete feature * Move/copy/delete/print blocks of text 

* Box manipulation * Configuration * Personal dictionaries * 

* Exec files * Two file editing * Keyboard macros * File conversion * 

* Comprehensive Find & Replace * Foreign languages and accents * 

* Program editing mode * Proportional printing, right justified * 

* Conditional printing and loop constructs * Print any number of copies 

* Works with any printer * Calculator * Print labels * 

* Use the maths/string functions to produce personalised invoices etc * 
New version 2.2 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 * Enhanced spelling checker - larger 
dictionaries, dictionary on drive M or on program disc * 

* Many improvements based on customer feedback * 
(Upgrade from earlier versions £20.00, please return original disc) 

"Protext deserves to be the system by which all other word 
processors are judged ... a superb product." your computer 
"The great strength of this package is its ease of use" cwta 
"Protext is the solution to all Locoscript's drawbacks" pcw 
"Makes Locoscript look like a snail" sooo plus 
"Simply the best word processing program to date for the PCW... 
Locoscript is effectively dead" putting your amstrad to work 

PROSPELL Spelling Checker £29.95 

Typing and spelling errors are simple to make and frustrating to miss. 
But by using Prospell, you can produce documents that are error-free. 
Prospell is an automatic spelling checker that points out any odd words 
or dubious spellings. 

* Works with Locoscript 1 and 2, WordStar or any ASCII file * 

* 33000 words * room for thousands more * up to 2000 words/min * 

* Find words and anagrams - ideal for crosswords * 

New version 4.1 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 * Dictionary on any disc/drive incl. M * 
(Upgrade from earlier versions £15.00, please return original disc) 

"Anyone looking for a spelling checker need look no further" au 
POCKET PROTEXT new low price! £29.95 

Budget price version of Protext without spelling checker, mail merge 

and box mode. Now compatible with PCW9512. 

"Just as powerful as the full Protext and at a very attractive price" 

8000 PLUS 



cp/m Programming 

BCPL new low price! £24.95 

Rexible, fast, general purpose programming language. Extensive set of 
I/O libraries including access to CP/M routines. Example source files 
supplied, including full screen editor and all the libraries. 60 page 
manual covers the language and gives details of the libraries. 

"Easy to use, yet both flexible and powerful" cwta 

"Amor's clear, concise manual will have you programming 
confidently very rapidly" amstrad action 

C £49.95 

Complete C development system now available at new low price 

- Optimising compiler - Full implementation of K&R standard - 

- Floating point arithmetic - 32 and 16 bit integer arithmetic - 

- I/O and maths libraries - Conditional compilation - Rle inclusion - 

- Macros - Linker accepts C and assembler (with Maxam II) 

- Stand alone generator produces COM files 

* Protext compatible editor: * - Fast and easy to use - Two file editing - 

- On screen help - Fully configurable - Powerful find and replace - 

- Keyboard macros - Exec files - Compile directly from editor - 

"Streets ahead in terms of programming power" amstrad action 

"In typical Amor fashion, they've taken their time 
and got it right" amstrad computer user 

MAXAM II £49.95 

Complete CP/M machine code development system at new low price 

* Macro assembler * nested conditional assembly * file inclusion * 

* textual substitution of macro parameters * repeat loops * 

* Full expression evaluation * Error listing to screen/file/printer * 

* 8080 mode * Linking facility * Create object files for use with C * 
Window based monitor, with: 

* line assembler * disassembler * memory editor * find string * relocate 

* move memory * compare memory * fill memory * bank switching * 

* symbolic debugger * single stepping * set memory limits for stepping 

* stack checking * conditional breakpoints * trace mode * edit registers 

* Editor is program mode of Protext (as for C, above) * 

"Maxam II - now the best gets even better" cwta cpc 

"Maxam II is stunning ...the most complete and competent 
programming package around. Simple, speedy and sophisticated 

amstrad action 

Special Offer: 

Buy one of Maxam II or C for £49.95, and the other can be yours for jus 
£20. Remember that Maxam II and C can be used together to produce 
hybrid C/assembler programs. 



SUMMARY OF PRICES: 
Protext 

Pocket Protext 
Protext Rler 
Protext Office 
Protext Tutorial disc 
Prospell 



Maxam II 

C 

Maxam II and C 

BCPL 



£49.95 
£49.95 
£69.95 
£24.95 



£59.95 

£29.95 

£24.95 

£34.95 
£5.00 

£29.95 

All programs work on Amstrad PCW8256/8512, PCW9512, CPC6128 
Orders normally despatched on the same day they are received. 
Please mention this magazine when ordering. 



Prowort (German Protext) £59.95 
Protext (Atari ST) £79.95 

Protext (IBM PC compatibles) £59.95 



Re/easing your Amstrad's potent/a/ ... 



y^WL 



Arnor, Protext House, Wainman Road, Peterborough, PE2 OBU. 

All prices include VAT, postage and packing. 24 hour Access/Visa. (0733J 239011 P/jO/iB NOW 



eager to help the individual PCW enthusiast as well as 
larger corporations. Anyone PCW-dependent- small 
businesses, novel writers or whatever - ought to consider it. 

SWM Associates handle the full range of IBM and 
Amstrad computer repairs. Not surprisingly, therefore, they 
prefer to help bigger companies who have a reasonably 
large number of machines on their premises, rather than the 
individual, home computer buff. They, too, operate on a 
maintenance contract system, charging 10% of the 
machines' purchase price for one year's contract. Steve 
Mansfield, the man behind SWM Associates, told us that 
what they aim to do is to keep very close records of a 
company's machines and their various setups. Should 
anything go wrong with one of the machines, they'll send out 
a replacement machine until it's repaired and cut down on 
overall 'downtime' (essential PCW jargon, this). Of course, if 
the machine in question is still under their warranty, then 
they will simply replace it anyway. 

Included in the year's service contract, are regular six- 
monthly visits during which a series of simple, precautionary 
diagnostic tests are carried out on the machines. This simply 
involves inserting a disc and typing in GO. This tests out 
every component in the machine, so that any problems that 
may be spotted can be nipped in the bud. Printers, which 
are notorious passive dust collectors, are also invigorated 
during these visits simply by squirting compressed air into 
various orifices. 



Balance of power 

JSD Seawave Services from Taunton, meanwhile, help 
PCW owners who have problems with their power supplies. 
If your electricity supply is repeatedly getting cut off, this will 
spell disaster for painstakingly compiled databases, for 
example. This company specialises, therefore, in setting up 
back-up power supplies. For the PCW 8256, an 
uninterruptable back-up supply will cost somewhere in the 
region of £230.00. Being so expensive, there isn't really a 
very large market for them. But if you frequently run the risk 
of losing precious data or harbouring corrupted discs in your 
box, you may well feel like bearing this particular solution in 
mind. In addition to this, if you're thinking of taking to the 
highways with your PCW and will need to be running it on 
the hoof (for the purpose of on-the-spot invoicing, for 
example) JSD Seawave Services supply the inverters which 
will make running the machine on a 12 volt system possible. 
Repair companies nearly always have a standard labour 
charge, which is £30.00 plus VAT for any repairs that they 
carry out outside a maintenance contract situation. They will 
charge for the cost of the part to be replaced on top of that, 
so it's not that cheap. But, like we said before, it isn't that 
common for things to go wrong and when they do it probably 
won't be your fault anyway. The bottom line is, provided you 
treat your machine with respect and use your common 
sense, your PCW will reward you with years of faithful 
service. ffffl 



REPAIRS 



DIY note 4 

If your printer platen is getting 
shiny and paper seems to be 
slipping as it's fed through, try 
wiping it with a cloth 
dampened with meths. A lot of 
black gunge will come off and 
after a few wipes your platen 
should be back to its gripping, 
rubbery self. 



Directory 



This is a list of companies which do Amstrad PCW repairs regardless 
of where you bought the machine in the first place. If your PCW is still 
under guarantee, then, of course, you'd be better off taking it back to 
the dealer you bought it from. It will take that much longer however. 
You can get new parts by mail order but this will involve getting the old 



part replaced - ie. removing the old disc drive yourself, sending it to 
the dealer, and fitting the new one when it arrives. You can't get new 
parts, for example a printer, without sending the old back (though you 
can buy extra drives). Repair costs don't usually tend to vary too much 
from company to company. 



Aeon Computer House: 46 Christchurch 
Road, Oxton, Birkenhead, Wirral 
Tel: 051 652 9196/7 

ACC Computer Services, Water Street, 

Abergele, Clwyd 

Tel: 0745 826234/825082 

Cada System Support Services: 253 Green 

Street, Enfield, Middlesex 

Tel: 01 804 8440/01 803 3880/0856 506466 

Circuit Surgery: 4 The Parade, Mead Place, 
W. Croyden, Surrey 
Tel: 01 860 0705 

Comsoft: Coldstream Computer Centre, 48 
Duke Street, Coldstream, Berwickshire 
Tel: 0890 2979 

Comtec Systems: 58a Wellingborough 
Road, Northampton 
Tel: 0604 24463/21763 

Danum Computer Systems: (From 1.6.88) 
Eltech Services Group, Campus Road, 
Lister Hills Science Park, Bradford 
Tel: 0274 722512 

Dictaphone: Regents Square House, The 
Parade, Leamington Spa 
Tel: 0926 2914 



Dimension Computers Ltd: 27/29 High 

Street, Leicester 

Tel: 0533 517479/21874 

GSA Computer Repairs: 57 Winchester 
Way, Scawsby, Doncaster 
Tel: 0302 783527 

HardSoft International: 1a The Square, 
Sawbridgeworth, Herts 
Tel: 0279 726488/406 

MicroSnips: 37 Seaview Road, Wallasey, 

Merseyside 

Tel: 051 630 3013 

Microtech: Fountain Street, off Bolton 
Road, Bury, Lanes 
Tel: 061 797 6419 

Roma Electronics: 7B Brook Lane, 
Warsash, Southampton 
Tel: 04895 84905 

RSC Ltd: 75 Queens Road, Watford 
Tel: 0923 243301 

Screen Scene: St. Georges Road, 

Cheltenham. 

Tel: 0242 528979 



Software Plus: Greenpark Station, Bath 
Tel: 0225 448855 

Suredata Repairs: Dept YA, Unit 6, Stanley 
House, Stanley Ave, Wembley, Middx 
Tel: 01 902 5218 

SWM Associates: Riverside Waterhouses, 

Stoke-on-Trent 

Tel: 05386 635 

4th Party Maintenance Company: Spa 
House, 52 Richmond Hill, Richmond 
Tel: 01 744 2122 

PC W Power Supply Problems 

JSD Seawave Services: 8 Fouracres Close, 

Taunton 

Tel: 0823 271614 



Ribbon Reinking 

Aladdink: Dept AW, 4 Hurbur Crescent, 

Eyemouth, Berwicks 

Tel: 08907 50965 

Caspell Computer Services, 

Dept 8K, Freepost, Poole, Dorset, BH15 

1BR 
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ONTEST 



TAKE 
THRE 



Alec Rae takes a look at three new 

accounts packages 



When people discover that they have more than a word processor in 
their PCW, one of the first ideas they usually come up with is to use 
it to look after their finances (either personal or business). But where 
to start? There is probably a wider range of accounts programs than 
any other type of software for the PCW. So is there room for more? 



BOOK-KEEPING 
AND ACCOUNTS 

£57.50 (with invoicing £57.50) (with invoicing 
and stock control £80.50) • Manx Tapes 
(0624 813071) • All PCWs 

Probably the greatest problem for anyone buying a business 
accounts program is finding one at the correct level for their 
own needs and expertise. Someone who is used to running 
business accounts on a manual system might want a system 
that is close to the method they use just now. Others will be 
keen to make use of all the processing power of the 
computer to make their life easy. 

This is certainly the choice facing prospective buyers of 
NewStar's Small Business Accounts or Manx Tapes' Book- 
keeping and Accounts. 

The Manx Tapes offering is described in its publicity as a 
"no nonsense traditional style double entry book-keeping" 
and it certainly lives up to that description. People weaned 
on traditional double entry book-keeping should feel quite at 
home in this environment. 

This does mean that not too much effort is spent on 
beautifying the screen displays (most of it no-frills text). 
There are times when screen prompts disappear from the 
screen a bit quicker than comfortable. 

Suck it and see 

One interesting feature offered by the company is a Try It 




BOOK-KEEPING AND ACCOUNTS 

PLUSES MINUSES 

No frills, traditional double entry book- ■ Doesn't use PCW to the full 

keeping ■ Screen prompts sometimes unhelpful 

■ Written in BASIC so screen update 
sluggish 



RANGE OF FEATURES ■■■■ PERFORMANCE 

EASE OF USE ■■««» DOCUMENTATION 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 
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and See' demonstration disc. The disc costing only £5 
comes with the whole system ready to use (with 200 
example accounts and entries for a typical month). All that is 
missing is the files you need to customise the system to suit 
your own business. This disc also acts as invaluable 
introduction to the program as the full working program 
comes as a completely blank shell - quite intimidating if you 
have no idea of how the program works in practice. 

You set the system up to suit yourself with your 
customers and suppliers accounts all on disc. Unlike many 
programs of this kind it doesn't set up basic default accounts 
so you need a fair idea of what you are trying to achieve 
when you start. 

What is missing, perhaps, is a little bit of extra help along 
the way. A prompt to help you remember the account 
numbers would have been useful and more helpful screen 
prompts (including onscreen instructions on how to abort 
operations when things go wrong) would have been 
appreciated. Details like always having to press [R] every 
time you want to move to the next screen seem a bit 
unncessary. 

Having said that it only takes a single sheet of 
instructions to grasp the main points of operation. And it has 
a fair amount of inbuilt flexibility. You can study ledgers in 
normal or historic modes, in sequence or at random. You 
can produce a credit control analysis, a trial balance or even 
profit and loss calculations for the period. 



SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTS 

£69.95 • NewStar (0277 220573) • All PCWs 

Compared to Bookkeeping and Accounts, NewStar's Small 
Business Accounts seems positively gimmicky. The 
designers have used virtually every trick available to the split 
screen format to give you prompts and to lead you through 
double entry book-keeping without pain. 

The manual leads you into using the program by getting 
you to enter a quite complicated demonstration file. This is 
worthwhile. Once you know the intimate details of Carrcare 



Ltd you are in good shape to use all the features of the 
program to look after your own accounts. 

Setting up the system for yourself can take a bit of time 
but once it is on disc you have a fair amount of power 
available. The idea is that every time you type in an entry on 
the left hand side of the screen you have the choice of 
accounts it should go into on the right. 

While you are learning the system you can page through 
the long list. Once you are au fait with the setup you can just 
type in the correct number from memory. Being a double 
entry system you are then led through the process of placing 
the balancing entry and checks to see that the figures match 
up before you leave. 

VAT's the way to do it 

It handles VAT in a slick, easy manner and provides good 
audit trail facilities, with search facilities to find random 
entries or allowing you to browse at your leisure. Added to 
this you have facilities to produce trial balances and profit 
and loss calculations with the minimum of effort. 

It divides your accounts up into a possible 10 groups and 
there are a maximum 1 50 accounts available. A few basic 
default accounts are there but there is plenty of scope for 
adapting to your own system. 

While the demonstration file method is handy the 
thorough manual is marred by the fact that it is the same 
one provided for the PC version of the program - and in 
certain cases the instructions do not match up. While there 
is a couple of sheets of alterations provided for PCW users it 
is confusing to have to skip great swathes of text that deal 
with budgets - a feature not available on the PCW. There 
are also minor irritations, like the way you have to delete 
some default entries at an input before you can enter the 
correct response. 

Still, it is one of the best attempts to bring the mysterious 
world of double entry book-keeping to the uninitiated PCW 
user. 



CHECK ACCOUNTS PROGRAM 

£9.95 • M.E. Hodges (03722 75053) 
• All PCWs 

If you have lots of money saved in various bank and building 
society accounts you may be interested in Check Accounts 
Program. And if you have a massive overdraft spread over 
several bank accounts you too may well find it worth while. 

While there are other programs that keep track of your 
personal finances this program adds the extra detail that it 
allows you to make forecasts and to keep track of interest. 

It is a simple enough program to use. Written in Mallard 
Basic and it uses a system of menus not unlike one given in 
a listing in a back copy of 8000 Plus. However it is more 
robust than many Mallard programs and the menus do take 
you through even the most complex routines reasonable 
easily. 

The program can handle up to four accounts and the disc 
comes with these already packed with personal information 
about the finances of some complete strangers (or as we 
call it in the trade 'demonstration files'). This does help you 
discover the way the program works far more successfully 
than the most thorough manual. Just browse through these 
files seeing how people with money would use the program 
and then clear the balances and enter details of your own 
overdraft. 

As time goes by 

The basic purpose of the program is to keep track of 
ingoings and outpourings from all your account and to keep 
track of up to 99 automatic standing order transactions in a 
year. 



ONTEST 



Snail Business Accounts 



li ' . 'j 'Mvi-mii'i'lH-iiMargg 

Batch Ref: 8 Balance 
iSG 31 1 ton llanahair 



BEXSH0UL.001 



02/10/88 



31 Stock Purchases 

32 Contract Labour 

33 Spare Parts Purchase 
35 Stock Loss Write-Off 



Accept Invoice Analysis ? [[!IC] 



A The split screen method used in Small Business Accounts 



Where this program goes further is to keep track of 
interest due to you (on savings accounts) or that you will 
have to pay (on an overdraft). Each time you start the 
program it works out the up to date situation. 

These rates can be set easily on all the accounts and 
you even have the option of banded interest, for all those 
fancy building society schemes where you get a higher rate 
for a larger deposit. You can set up to seven interest level. 
As your balance reaches each peak the rate changes. At the 
correct time you can add the interest earned to your total. 

Another way the program marks the passing in time is in 
a special forecast facility which looks at spending levels in 
the last month and projects them for the next month. If you 
have a special payment which will only apply to one month 
you can choose not to have this taken into account in the 
forecast. This sounds a great idea but you would need to be 
pretty regular in your habits before this meant too much. 

The analysis also tells you the maximum and minimum 
balances in the last month. That could be depressing 
reading. It even prints out statements with the last 38 
transactions (definitely depressing). 

The final 'time' gimmick is that you can jump to any time 
(in your own PCW time capsule) and work out how much 
interest you have grossed in the meantime. But be warned. 
It does take a little while to do this so don't pick 50 years 
from now or you might lose interest. 



SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTS 



PLUSES 

Excellent screen prompts 

Good demonstration files 

One of the easiest double entry systems 

for the beginner to get to grips with 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



MINUSES 

■ Manual is really for PC 



PERFORMANCE 
DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 



CHECK ACCOUNTS PROGRAM 

PLUSES MINUSES 

Easy to learn from demonstration files ■ Relatively slow screen update 

Interesting use of time scales ■ Only for the really organised 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



PERFORMANCE 
DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 
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Exuplt of a staple »HIIHB» Imp. 



Anyone who has dabbled wih Mallard BASIC will 
have come across the moment of truth when they 
just can't remember - what is the difference 
between SPACES and SPC, which number 
is which after MID$. or even, how do you 
switch on a switched-off cursor blob?? 
Maybe there is someone who can remem- 
ber every command in Mallard but they 
certainly don't work for 8000 Plus. 

Now. since the launch of the 
Jumbo disc you have two choices. 1 ) You 
can use the old method of spending 1 min- 
utes looking for the BASIC method, another 
five minutes finding the right command 
other 1 5 minutes discovering you're still not 
totally sure of the syntax and a final 20 min- 
utes working out how it works by trial and 
error. By whcih time of course you have 
probably forgotten what you wanted to do in 
the first place. Or, 

2) Use Jumbo and find out what 
the command does in minutes. Jumbo is simply a disc with nearly 200 files 
listing every command in BASIC including a few you haven't even heard of. The 
idea is that when you get stuck for the right command or syntax you just call up 
the directory (type d). This is in effect a listof file names. 




ECOMM 1 Executes a jiven set of stitewnUs) until a give 
condition is «t 



M UHILZ x<lS IMBI loop is njti&rt. 

If x is less thin IS then the next line is read, 



fsllwinj the HENS, in this case PRINT x on line ». 

;+l x is increased by 1. 

44 MB© The prosru jwps back to line ft. 

M PRINT k The value of x is pointed. 

Whenever a WHILE statement is executed it checks to see if the condition has been net. 

If the condition is net all the statements between the HHLLE and the HEND are - 

If the condition is not net then the progrut jiwps to the stateMnt .Mediately follovini 
theUEXP. 

Associated KEYWORDS EOR-kHILE 



*ityetfim<&te for 

ALL PCW OWNERS 

1 — 

1 If you want to find out what FetchkeyS does you check 

M the list and find that the file with the details on this 

■" command are kept in a file name FKEY (you 

just type in the capital letters from the name 

FetchKEY$ becomes FKEY). Then just write 

type fkey and the file appears. 

It has all the Jetsam commands, a 
file listing all the escape codes for useful 
functions (everything from reversing the 
screen to defining a window) and a file with 
the full ASCII code and character set. There 
is also a page of keywords on various topics 
and a run-down on the bit-wise operators 
(AND. OR etc). The advantage is you call 
these up without affecting your working on 
the program. 

The idea is basically so simple you 

feel as if you could do it yourself. There is no 

program or anything too clever - it is simply 

the basic (or BASIC) facts simply laid out with 

an example where suitable (by far the best way to understand them). A 

simple way to learn BASIC 

8000 Plus issue 20 May 1988 

"The Perfect Complement for your PCW^£ 

Price includes recorded delivery 




CBS SERVICES 



16 TREMAINE CLOSE, HEYMOOR 
PENZANCE, CORNWALL 



Telephone: 0736 50488 

Personal enquiries taken up to 10pm. 

Only available from CBS 
Please specify model/upgrades. 



MONEY MANAGER PLUS 



£39.95 



(incl. VAT) 

AmstradPCW 
8256 8512 9512 



Easy to use Financial Management Software 



£39.95 



Over 16,000 users! 



(incl.VAT) 

Amstrad PC PPC 
IBM PC etc. 



Small Businesses 


Doctors 


Professionals 


Writers 


Clubs 


Company Departments 


Dentists 


Tradesmen 


Farmers 


Charities 


Expense Accounts 


Lawyers 


Home Accounts 


Colleges 


Etc. etc! 



MONEY MANAGER PLUS isan easy to use yet powerful accounting system. It will enable you to record and analyse all your financial transactions, so that you know 
exactly where you tUnd andean make sensible and informed financial decisions.Checkbankstatements,monitor cash flow,analyse sources of incomeand expenditure, 
make budget forecasts, prepare financial statements. Keep one step ahead of your bank manager, convince tax or VAT inspectors, avoid nasty surprises! 
MONEY MANAGER PLUS is very much easier and faster to use than ordinary systems. It has several reporting, analysing and graphic facilities not available in even 
the most expensive accounting systems. It would take you months of effort with a sophisticated database/spreadsheet/graphics package to achieve half of what 
MONEY MANAGER PLUS can. Whether you run a substantial business or just need to sort out your personal finances, MONEY MANAGER PLUS can helpyou. 
To run thesystem you just switch on, load MONEY MANAGER PLUS, and selecta data file to be loaded from yourdiscintothesys tern. You can then make new en tries 
in any order that suits you (or amend existing entries). You can reconcile entries against bank statements received. You can produce your own statements and reports 
(including graphical charts) with amazing variety and selectivity to answer any questions you might have about your current financial situation. You then save the 
data file for the next time you need to use it. You may have any number of separate data files (or sets of accounts) covering several years, and store several on one disc. 
When required, a 12-month data file can be rolled forward by a month at a time. 



12 months accounts per file, 300 entries per month 

Up to 9 user-defined accounts (banks, cash, credit cards etc) 

Up to 50 user-defined classes of income/expenditure 

Optional reference (up to 6 characters) for each entry 

Your own descriptive text (up to 18 characters) for each entry 

Optional extra label in each entry to allow further selectivity 

Fast and easy data entry - like tilling out a bank statement 

Correct incorrect entries at any time 

Standing orders/standing entries 

Sort entries into date order when required 

Detailed statements for any range of months 

VA T reports in detail and in VA T return format 

Monthly reports for each class of transaction 

Reports showing activity in each account 



onsolidated class group reports 
Account balances month by month 
Bar charts for up to three categories of entry 
Pie charts tor up to 12 categories of entry (PC) 
Facility to search through accounts for lost items 
Total monthly income, expenditure and cash flow 
Account and class totals 
Bank statement reconciliation 
Budget cash flow forecasts 
Automatic creation of data tile back up copies 
Print all reports 
Comprehensive manual 
Two sets of practice data 
Free telephone support 




For mail order, send a cheque for £39.95, or phone quoting an Access, Visa or American Express card number, and the program will 
be mailed to you within one working day. Please specify model of computer! Mon-Sun 8AM- 1 0PM 

.Connect Systems 3 Flanchford Road, London W12 9ND. Tel.: 01-743 9792 



MAKE 
SPACE 

Win two (yes, TWO) 

square metres of completely 

empty space! 




1 Bookcase 
2PCW 



3 Telephone 

4 Coffee maker 



ny PCW owner will 
L testify to the insidious 
spread of the machine 
and its entourage round the 
study. Before you know where 
you are you've got a table full of 
monitor and keyboard, whole 
drawerfuls of discs and a printer 
submerged in a plethora of 
paper. The answer is to buy one 
of those work stations - purpose 
built desks which accommodate 
your keyboard, printer, monitor 
and all the other stuff. The only 
problem is the price, which for 
most workstations is in three 
figures, most of them rather big 
ones. 

However, the ten lucky 
winners of our mind stretching 
competition will get a Com-Stax 
(usual price £29.95) in the colour 
of their choice — red, white or 
black. This is a very stylish and 
thoughtfully designed stand for 
your PCW - the keyboard and 
monitor sit neatly at the right 
angle and height for working 
while the printer goes on over 
the top of the monitor. There are 
suitable slots for the various 
comms and interface leads you 
might want to thread through to 
the monitor and it comes in both 
8000 and 9512 versions. 

It's sure to free at least two 
square metres of space in your 
study and looks very hi-tech too. 
You'll still have to find 
somewhere to put your discs 
and paper, but then you can't 
have everything. 
Below is the floor plan of a 



typical PCW owner's study, 
without a few vital items such as 
coffee maker, PCW (on its Com- 
Stax stand), bookcase etc. Four 
possible locations of these items 
in the study have been labelled 
A to D, and the items 
themselves are numbered 1 to 4. 
All you have to do is use your 
skill and judgement to write 
down where the best place for 
each item is - if, for example, 
you think that the bookcase 
should go in front of the window, 
write B-i and so on. 

Remember that telephones 
can corrupt your discs if they are 
placed too close to them (a 
phone ringing on top of a disc is 
a quick way to lose address 
marks) and that electrical 
equipment often doesn't work 
very well if put too close to a 
PCW. 

When you've done that, write 
your entry on a postcard or on 
the back of a sealed envelope 
and address it to: Com-Stax 
Competition, 8000 Plus, 4 
Queen St, Bath, BA1 1EJ. 

Remember to state whether 
you have a 9512 or 8000 series 
machine and say which colour 
you'd prefer - white, red or 
black. The first ten correct 
entries picked out of the editorial 
baseball cap on Friday, 5th 
August, will receive a Com-Stax. 

Usual rules apply: no 
multiple entries and the decision 
of the judges, however arbitrary, 
is final. No correspondence will 
be entered into. 
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ONTEST 



HELLO 
OFFICE 



Turn Protext into a database and invoice 
generator with Arnor's new package 



Protext is an excellent word processor and the ideal free text' 
database; for writers and researchers who need to collate articles 
reports from vast repositories of text it's perfect. But what about 
those interminable name-address-and-details lists that pervade 
everyone's working and leisure life? 

Using Protext's stored commands, almost a programming 
language in itself, you can write your own database programs and 
invoice generators... it you have the time. Now Arnor, makers of 
Protext, have done the job for you. 



The other Office 

If you just want a database 
which can work in a word 
processor, rather than a word 
processor which can also be a 
database, have a look at Mini 
Office, You can use data from its 
database in mailshots in its word 
processor. However there's no 
import-export so all data must be 
created and used exclusively 
within Mini Office. 




PROTEXT FILER 

£24.95 • Arnor (0733 239011) • All PCWs 

Protext is a very powerful word processing tool. Using its 
'exec' files - a series of commands you can put into effect at 
a stroke - you can, for example, number all the paragraphs 
in a contract at a stroke; with the stored commands inside a 
document, you can write routines to calculate invoices and 
maintain databases from a combination of information typed 
in at the keyboard and taken from disc, say a file of 
customers, the results being sent to screen, disc or printer. 
(Mathematicians will be excited to learn that programs can 
be written to calculate prime numbers if you really want.) 
However, most people are so busy they may well lack 
the time required to learn all its features. Arnor have 
therefore knocked up a couple of programs for all Protext 
users: Filer, which adds database features to Protext, and 
Office, which includes all Filer's features and generates 
invoices, credit notes and statements, written entirely with 
Protext commands and 'exec' files. 

Menu love to hate 

On typing x f m you get the file manager menu where you 
have a similar range of options a normal database program 
would give you - start a new database, add records, edit the 
structure, sort and select records, etc. These can all be done 



PROTEXT FILER 

PLUSES 

Easy to use once you learn it 
Familiar Protext environment 
Good sorting facilities and name handling 
Can use Protext/database in parallel 
Import/export/print formats no problem 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
PERFORMANCE 



MINUSES 

No calculation facilities 
Selection facilities a bit crude 
If you're familiar with Protext you can 
probably mimic a database yourself 



EASE OF USE 
DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 
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on your main file, a file of selected items, or the 'update' file 
which holds the recent additions. 

The difference with a normal database is that your data 
is recorded as a normal Protext file and can be edited as 
such. That name-and-address file you've been using for 
mailshots can now be used as a database, for example. 

Initialising a new file gets you to set up a number of fields 
- the number can be fixed or variable (to leave scope for 
addresses of varying lengths, for example). Unlike most 
databases you don't have to specify whether this field is to 
be a string and that one a number. 

When adding to a database, the entries go into a special 
'.NEW file and to incorporate them into your main file you 
must then use the 'update' option from the main menu. 
Editing or adding items in your database can be done in 
Protext, using [FIND] to find the relevant item. 

Selection procedure 

The usual database functions of finding single records and 
selecting groups of records is catered for, both of these 
coming from the main menu. Finding a single record even 
loads it into a file for you and puts in block markers ready for 
pasting across to another file. Selection can be done on a 
variety of bases - A or B, A and B or C, etc. etc. So, you can 
root out all the music in your collection which is on CD or 
cassette, all your records which are either Beethoven or 
Stockhausen, and so on. The selected items are written to a 
file '.SEL' which you can then manipulate as a normal 
Protext file. You may have a few problems with selecting on 
numbers (for example, all salaries over ten thousand, as 2 is 
regarded as 'bigger' than 1000, because they're compared 
as strings, not numbers. They'll be sorted OK, though.) 

Mail merge functions are provided, allowing you to print 
out from your name-and-address lists a variety of label 
formats - one, two, or three across. You specify the number 
of lines per label and so on. You can, of course, print out 
normal name-and-address files on labels in Protext from 
templates given in the manual; again, it's a time saver rather 
than a radical new feature. The ability to print two or three 



ONTEST 



OfUon I - Initialise DM data file 

Nut of >«■ data file staff 

Fixed or uarialle length records [f/«]? f 

Mauler of fields: 6 

Is tke last field alwus to ke kluk (MM i 

Please titer field nines: 



fields: tuition 
fieldd: date Joine 
fieliS: salirj 

first field timber for sorting « 111: 1 
sort tape t»/i/j/«/l/n/dl: t 

Second field owner for sorting on: 

FSORT options are nix 7ft /si /pi'. 

Please enter any other FSOJI options: I 



▲ Setting up a database in the Filer 



labels across is handy 
though. There's also a 
mail merge letter 
skeleton provided 
which you can adapt 
for yourself. 

Advantage 
knower 

There are several 
advantages of a 
database system that 
work from within a word 
processor. If you work 
with Protext, you'll find 
the filer a convenient 
way of maintaining records without having to keep switching 
over to a database package: you work within Protext all the 
time except for the sort program, which requires the 
insertion of a Protext disc to get back to Protext. Your text 
files are still there of course. The fact that the files it 
manipulates (indeed even the program files themselves) are 
normal Protext files makes incorporation of your data into 
mail merging routines as easy as it could be. Your printouts 
can therefore be made as impressive as you like - no 
worries about setting up 'print formats' as you have in a 
normal database. 

You don't get some of the features you might expect in a 
proper database package - there are no calculation 
facilities, though you can write your own, and anyway there's 
the invoice generator which will answer many business 
needs. Also, while the working isn't really slow, it has to 
churn through exec files and stored commands. You could 
write the routines yourself, though you'd have to be a real 
enthusiast to try. 

For Protext devotees this is a good alternative to a CP/M 
database, and if you want to use a straightforward name- 
and-address database regularly alongside your word 
processor, this will be a good buy. 

PROTEXT OFFICE 

£34.95 • Arnor (0733 239011) • All PCWs 

Protext Office is the filer with 'business functions' added on. 
It will generate invoices, statements or credit notes using 
standard Protext templates. 

The idea is that you have your customers' names and 
addresses on file (eg. your mail merge file) and a list of your 
products with details such as duty, price per unit, etc. You 
can pull a name and address out of your customer files just 
by specifying one word or a combination of key letters, and 
the generator will prompt you for the number of each item in 
your product file ordered by the customer. If you supply 
PCWs wholesale you'd have '8256', '8512' and '9512' as the 
items in the product file, together with the price (which you 
can change by editing the file in Protext when the memory 
chips go up again) and other details: product code, VAT 
code, and a discount code (to tie up with your discount 
schemes). Provision is made for up to five rates of tax, with 
an eye on the European Open Market in 1992. 

When you do your invoice you are asked how many of 
each machine has been ordered. You can give names and 
addresses or products which don't appear in the files if you 
wish. Prices can be entered inclusive or exclusive of VAT. 

Invoice of reason 

A configuration program is provided which lets you set out 
the size and format of your invoices (to suit blank sheets of 
paper and your letterheads, for example). Invoices can be 
numbered automatically if desired and a summary of 
invoices to date can be updated after each new invoice. You 



Sorting chance 



Sorting can be carried out from the main Filer 
menu or separately outside Protext. The 
program responsible for this is called FSORT 
and gives you a variety of sorting methods. As 
well as the usual alphabetical and numerical 
sort you can, amongst others, instruct sorting 
to take place on the last word of a string - ie. 
SO that Benjamin Zephaniah gets sorted after 
Zara philips. You can also mark out entries 
which should be sorted by the first word 



anyway, such as Arsenal fc. 

Tabs can be regarded as a field delimiter - 
the reason this is such a wonderful thing is 
that you can then sort columns of tabulated 
figures. Say you have a list of your employees 
with their salaries in the fourth column; then 
you can sort them into order of salary but 
preserve the column format. Normal Protext 
files can of course be sorted with FSORT too. 




i Adding a record 
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. The database file 



can store systems of 
discounts too, so by 
pressing the appropriate 
number, the invoice will be 
adjusted according to the 
discount scheme - 
widgets will be discounted 
1 5%, crystallised ginger at 
35% and so on. A zero 
specifies no discount. The 
generator then calculates 
the total of the items given 
and prints out the invoice 
for you. 

Office leaves you a bit 
squeezed for space - the 
program disc has 60 files already, leaving space for just four 
extra datafiles or invoices. If you have a 9512 or 8512 you 
can just work from a 720k disc which lets you have 256 files; 
Office also works from a hard disc. 8256 owners will have to 
split the Office and Filer functions onto separate discs or 
they'll have no space to work in. 

For anyone using Protext in business, this will be a very 
useful add-on to the database Filer. Again, if you're familiar 
with Protext, it may not give you much more than you could 
write for yourself, but for thirty-odd quid it could quickly pay 
for itself in time saved writing those templates and 
invoicing routines. 



Sorting note 

Writing routines to sort things 
into alphabetical (or other) order 
has long been one of the classic 
programming problems. A 
variety of different ways exist, 
the easiest to program being the 
slowest. Simplest is the bubble 
sort, while more elegant 
methods include the Shell sort 
and the "Don" Quicksort. 




. Generating an invoice 



New age 

In 1992 the whole of the EC is 
set to become one huge tariff- 
free marketplace. Businesses 
are being alerted to this event in 
a nationwide advertising 
campaign featuring amongst 
others one Alan Sugar 
(Businessman). 



PROTEXT OFFICE 

PLUSES 

Easy to use once you learn it 
Automates totalling, discounts, VAT etc 
Can use data handled by the Filer 



MINUSES 

With time, could write the routines 
yourself 



RANGE OF FEATURES ■■■ EASE OF USE 

PERFORMANCE ■■■■ DOCUMENTATION 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 
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ASSEMBLY LINES 

Steve Patient tries out Pyradev's new assembler package for the PCW 



The opposition 

There are a number of very 
good public domain assemblers 
and disassemblers virtually free 
- have a look around bulletin 
boards. The two otherteading 
commercial assembly packages 
for the PCW are Maxam II 
(£49.95) from Arnor (0733 
239011) and Devpac (£39.95) 
from HiSoft (0525 718181). 



PYRADEV PLUS 

£19.50 • Pyramid (PO Box 765, Maidenhead, 
Berks) • All PCWs 

Writing machine code is extremely easy; getting it 
assembled without errors is harder, and finding out why the 
machine locks up every time the program runs most difficult 
of all. Every useful development system must include 
programs to facilitate these activities, the editor, assembler 
and monitor. 

At first I thought I'd put the disc in the wrong way round. 
The editor came up in the top left hand corner, a 25 line by 
80 column display, but no, this was it. Pyramid assume you 
have such a screen and there is no installation. Then the 
editor locked up. The key presses it needs are not normally 
generated by the 8256 keyboard. To get it to work at all a 
key definition file must be run. 

An editor which is pleasant to use is important, the 
Pyradev editor irritated me. I found it quirky (cursor keys to 
delete lines, for example). Internally the situation is even 
worse. 

It expands tabs to spaces on input and then compresses 
the spaces to a hex FF character when writing the file with a 
second number depending on how many spaces there 
should be. This makes the files non-ASCII with a 
vengeance. You can save an 'uncompressed' file but the 
spaces necessary to format code nicely make it large, which 
is why good editors store tabs. Line ends are marked with 
ODH (carriage return) but not OAH (line feeds). Thus 
Pyradev files cannot be TYPED to the screen. If a file from a 
standard ASCII editor is loaded everything looks alright until 
you save it, then the editor locks up. The line feed 
characters kill it. 

The manual suggests writing a program to filter your non 
Pyradev files and even provides skeleton code. I wrote one 
and it works but really it's one hassle too many. I use two 
public domain and one commercial editor and all of them 
allow some degree of user installation, including using all of 
the screen. Draw your own conclusions. 



PYRADEV PLUS 

PLUSES 

Produces standard BEL files 
Potentially powerful packages 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



PERFORMANCE 
DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 



Freebie note 

Of course, you've got 
everything you need to write 
machine code programs for free 
on your CP/M discs -RMAC, 
LINK and so on. The problem is 
finding documentation on how 
to write in the 8080 machine 
code they work in. There's 
nothing in your CP/M manual! 
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Hard lines 

The assembler accepts Zilog mnemonics from Pyradev 
editor files or standard ASCII files but WILL NOT accept 
tabs as a separator for fields. All the CP/M code ever written 
is full of tabs and line feeds and they all have to go. Hard 
luck. Symbol files can be generated to disc but not PRN files 
which have to go to the printer. Assembly errors can be sent 
to the printer without a PRN file. No particular filetype is 
required and output files default to COM. 

Interestingly, the assembler accepts the undocumented 



Z80 instructions and the manual provides mnemonics for 
them though it won't accept any instruction for the IX and IY 
registers without an index (IX+0), curious priorities. On the 
plus side it supports macros, which you know all about from 
using RMAC, anyone familiar with RMAC will feel at home 
with the requirements of the Pyradev assembler. It will 
produce standard Microsoft REL files which can be linked 
using the LINK.COM program supplied with the 8256; this is 
a big plus. REL files are produced by most good compilers 
allowing you to do the boring bits in C and the twiddly bits in 
assembler then link them all together. To use LINK you must 
leave the Pyradev environment; your keyboard is now a 
mess. 

The monitor has all the things SID has but insists on 
cramming everything into four windows fitted into a 25 by 80 
viewport. Since only one of these windows can be active at 
a time a lot of the information displayed is either irrelevant or 
misleading. The disassembler, for example, cannot show 
short routines in their entirety though it will write to disc. 

It also requires the strange key responses so can't 
effectively be used alone. It works but suffers badly from 
featuritus. This and the busy screen make mistakes easy, 
then everything locks up again. You now have to load all the 
files back in and run SETKEYS. A command line would have 
been simpler and allowed more information on the screen. 

This Z80 program development package started life on 
the Amstrad CPC's under Amsdos and no doubt Pyradev 
proved the bees' knees for CPC programmers, but CP/M 
has been around a lot longer and some very sophisticated 
packages are available. One of the best comes with the 
machine. All you need is a good editor. 
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BIOS fear 

Pyradev is machine dependent, using BIOS calls for speed 
and a lot of screen handling tricks so 'someone' knew what 
they were doing when they adapted it for the 6128. 
Assuming they have the source do they have anyone who 
can count up to 31? 

Since Pyradev is now aimed at the 8256 machines re- 
assembling it to use the keyboard as found would not have 
come amiss. Pyramid recognise the problem since they 
provide a program to display the hex code of a keypress on 
screen. Clearly they intend the buyer to hack the programs 
replacing key codes with the appropriate values! 

You shouldn't have to do that or tweak the assembler into 
accepting tabs as separators, standard under CP/M. In my 
opinion Pyramid are offering a powerful suite of programs 
spoiled by a shoddy implementation. 



MASTERFILE 8000 



FOR ALL AMSTRAD PCW COMPUTERS 



MASTERFILE 8000, the subject of so many 
enquiries, is now available. 

MASTERFILE 8000 is a totally new database 
product. While drawing on the best features of the 
CPC versions, it has been designed specifically for 
the PCW range. The resulting combination of 
control and power is a delight to use. 

Other products offer a choice between fast but 
limited-capacity RAM files, and large-capacity but 
cumbersome fixed-length, direct-access disc files. 
MASTERFILE 8000 and the PCW RAM disc 
combine to offer high capacity with fast access to 
variable-length data. File capacity is limited only 
by the size of your RAM disc. 

A MASTERFILE hallmark is the provision of 
multiple, user-designed display formats. This 
flexibility remains, but now it's even easier. With 
MASTERFILE 8000 you design your formats 
"live"; no more questionnaires, just move your 
format effects around the screen using the cursor 
keys! 

Record updating is even easier than before — just 
steer your cursor to any field on the screen and 
then insert/erase/alter as required. 

Special options are provided for handling dates and 
surnames, and column totals can be generated. 

All screen work is done graphically — and hence we 
offer unique panel, box, and ruled line options. 
Choose the line spacing at pixel resolution — you 
will be amazed how much clearer 9-pixel lines are 
than the usual 8-pixels. (Study the picture.) And 
all this faster than CP/M normally lets you paint 
the screen! PCW printer functions, under menu 
control, are provided. 
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Keyed files are maintained automatically in key 
sequence, with never any need to sort. You can 
have unkeyed files too, where records can be 
inserted at any point in the file. 



Any file can make RELATIONAL references to up 
to EIGHT read-only keyed files, the linkage being 
effected purely by the use of matching file and 
data names. 

You can import/merge ASCII files (e.g. from 
MASTERFILE III), or export any data (e.g. to a 
word-processor), and merge files. For keyed files 
this is a true merge, not just an append operation. 
By virtue of export and re-import you can make a 
copy of a file in another key sequence. New data 
fields can be added at any time. 

File searches combine flexibility with speed. 
(MASTERFILE 8000 usually waits for you, not 
the other way around.) You can even assign subsets 
of a file into one or more of seven pigeon-holes for 
subsequent reference or further manipulation. 
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FIELD-TO-FIELD CALCULATION is available, 
using any mixture of terms and arithmetic operators 

+ -*/(). 

MASTERFILE 8000 is totally menu-driven, fully 
machine-coded, and comes with example files and 
a detailed manual. We claim (modestly) that you 
will not find another filing system with such 
power, flexibility, and friendliness. 

MASTERFILE 8000 costs £49.95 including VAT 
and P&P to anywhere in Europe. Elsewhere please 
add 20% for air-mail service. ACCESS/VISA/ 
MASTERCARD orders are welcome, written or 
telephoned, quoting card expiry date. Make 
cheques payable to "Campbell Systems". 

Our normal response is return of post, 1st class. 

CAMPBELL SYSTEMS (Dept 8PL ) 

7 Station Road, EPPING, Essex CM16 4HA, 

England. Tel: (0378) 77762/3 




MIND YOUR 
LANGUAGE 

Every PCW has Mallard BASIC. But what 
about other computer languages? Steve 
Patient takes you through some of them... 



Languages come in three flavours: interpreters (like Mallard BASIC), 
semi-compilers, which you compile to an intermediate code needing 
an extra support routine when you run the progam, and true 
compilers that produce COM files which run directly, like PIP etal. 

Interpreters are the easiest to work with while true compilers 
produce the fastest code. Semi-compilers usually offer the most 
built-in functions. 



Writing programs is fun. Learning new programming 
languages increases the fun. But is there 
anything you can't do in BASIC anyway? Well no, 
but some things are better done in other languages. Just as 
French is a language of romance, Russian is good for 
writing long depressing novels, and English has evolved for 
apologising, so different computer languages have their 
various strengths and weaknesses. 

ALGOL 

(ALGOrithmic Language) 

BASIC evolved from ALGOL and is similar in many ways, 
though the original probably has greater strengths in 
recursion. Originally a mainframe language, there's a 
version O Algol 60 in the public domain, (Volume 28, CP/M 
User Group library) called Algol/M. Written in the mid- 
seventies at the Naval Postgraduate School in America, it is 
similar to BASIC-E. It works as a semi-compiler with a run- 
time interpreter of only 14K and is 'full' of 'quotes' and 'semi- 
colons'; specifically designed for CP/M, it is a complete and 
serious implementation. 

BASIC 

(Beginners All-purpose Symbolic Instruction Code) 
Why bother to include this when PCW owners already have 
it? Because there are so many versions, many in the public 
domain, including the famous BASIC-E. This is a semi- 
compiler written by Gary Kildall, the man who wrote CP/M. 
(Volume 5, CP/M User Group library : documentation from 
Comcen Microcomputers (45-46 Wychtree Street, Morriston, 
Swansea SA6 8EX) 

A true compiler, like CB-80, will compile programs written 
in BASIC-E. Anyone with a sense of history, and humour, 
should give it a try. An upgraded commercial version is also 
available, called CBASIC. 

BCPL 

(or Basic Computer Programming Language, or maybe big, 

cuddly programmers love it) 

Well, that's quite enough about BCPL. 
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with the PDP-11 (a DEC Mini) in mind - is, definitely, flavour 
of the month . Just about everybody has a version of it, but 
only three people in the world actually write programs in it. 

It was originally written for the Unix environment (a sort 
of very large computer CP/M) and its strength lies in its 
power and flexibility. The price is that C programs can be so 
concise as to be totally unintelligible and look as if they've 
been written in Martian. Even C programmers don't try and 
decipher one another's codes. There's no standard way of 
laying out a problem, so everyone tends to do their own 
thing. It is only one step removed from assembler. 

C compilers generally perform few checks and certainly 
none on the logic of programs. Bugs can be both subtle and 
elusive, while the program code is always couched in terms 
of complete incomprehensibility. 

But it gives easy access to the juicy bits of the operating 
system and being able to write in C always generates a 
certain amount of respect. Good C compilers are available 
at low cost, but go for one with floating point maths. HiSoft C 
would be perfect but hasn't; Arnor's has. Small C, by Ron 
Cain, is in the public domain on Sig/M 224. It has floating 
point maths as well as transcendentals (or as near to having 
them so that it makes no difference!) and the C source to the 
compiler. 

C is liked by magazine writers because of its potential for 
puns. 

COBOL 

(Common Business Oriented Language) 
It is common in that almost everybody does it the same way. 
COBOL was designed to run on mainframes where it would 
do simple things to large amounts of data. One machine 
running a COBOL program replaced a building-full of clerks. 

COBOL alone still comprises ninety per cent of all 
program code in the world. Compilers for CP/M 80 are 
expensive, but there is, a public domain COBOL semi- 
compiler on Sig/M 209. You'll need to read a book about it 
first, or you'll get nowhere fast. 

COBOL is not for writing games. It is a data-handling 
language with a very precise, formal syntax. At first glance it 
looks like English, and once you've learnt it, is probably the 
easiest code to work through. 




(so called simply because it was written after B) 

This one -written by Brian Kernighan and Dennis Ritchie 



FORTH 

(No, not written after THIRD) 

From the Algol family of languages, Forth embodies a 
slightly different approach to programming. It was originally 
developed by Charles Moore and Elizabeth Rather to control 
radio telescopes. More recently, it was used to program the 
animation sequences for Star Wars. FORTH comes with a 
core dictionary of words it already understands; new words 
can be constructed from these to extend the language in any 




direction you choose - a process, not surprisingly, called 
extending'. These extensions can be saved in a library and 
loaded with the system. FORTH can quite often beat an 
ordinary compiler. 

FORTH systems tend to provide complete development 
environments and will use Reverse Polish arithmetic, a 
stack-based system common in scientific and engineering 
environments. (It's called Reverse Polish because the name 
of the Pole who invented it is unpronounceable.) It's 
different, powerful and, once mastered, totally addictive. 

Learn it, and soon you won't be seen dead using 
algebraic languages, like Pascal or BASIC. As a taster there 
is one in the public domain on Sig/M 154, Forth 83, but be 
warned - it needs patching to work properly under CP/M 
Plus. 

FORTRAN 

(If it doesn't stand for Formula Translator, it ought to). 
The first true high level languages, written by IBM. It's the 
most standardised and powerful language for number- 
crunching. It has a very formal syntax and a great deal of 
power. The only proper input and output devices are a 
punchcard and a teletype machine. 

Fortran programs look solid, sensible and have a hell of 
a lot of full stops in them. A true compiler, it produces stand- 
alone COM files. A chess program, written in Fortran, will 
automatically start cheating when it's losing (it will offer a 
draw first, and then crash!). This is not the fault of the 
language. Engineers and scientists still use it as a language 
of choice. Someone once said behind a veil of anonymity: "I 
write all my critical routines in assembler and my comedy 
routines in Fortran." 

LOGO 

Developed as part of an American university project called 
'Mathland', This is also supplied free with the PCW when 
you buy it - and is worth every penny. If Digital Research 
had been able to convince themselves that it was possible to 
sell a copy, perhaps they would have tried. Unlike Fortran, 
Logo is eminently suitable for writing comedy routines, but 
whether it provides an easy route into programming is 
arguable (recursion and list-handling really aren't that easy 
to grasp). BASIC, on the other hand, will prove no trouble 
whatsoever. 

Logo is a waste of disc space (he says, bracing himself 
against a flood of indignant riposte). Erase it. 

LISP 

(USt Processor) 

This represents an earlier attempt at 'logical' programming. 
(As opposed to what, exactly?) Like Logo, Lisp seems to be 
one of those languages that got lost on the way, or maybe it 
just lost us. It was originally written in the Sixties to create a 
more 'natural' approach to programming although it's not 
easy thinking of a suitable project for it. 

It is generally used for artificial intelligence programs and 
treats all kinds of data as lists. Lisp seems a good idea, but 
that's about as far as it gets. It can be useful in larger 
environments. It needs a lot of data, a large TPA (or 
Transient Program Area) and a faster computer to show 
what it can do. 

MODULA 2 

(Whatever happened to Modula 1 ?) 
Niklaus Wirth designed this language to replace Pascal. It 
furthers the structured programming concepts developed by 
Wirth, Dijkstra and Hoare, and is extremely strong on type- 
checking and control structures. Implemented as a compiler, 
there are several versions available, usually with a few 
extras grafted on for the convenience of non-purists. It will 
produce fast code, even if a little verbose. 



PASCAL 

(after Blaise Pascal, the French mathematician). 
Designed by Wirth as an improvement upon Algol 60 (also 
designed by him). Pascal is highly structured and most 
people find it a relatively easy language to develop a 
program. Must be classy - everything ends in a semi-colon. 
Originally designed to investigate the nature of 
programming, it is a university research lanuage that has 
escaped. 

Coming before micros were common, a Wirth-specified 
language presents problems when using a keyboard, rather 
than from file to file. Most implementations provide non- 
standard solutions for this as well as extensive string- 
handling routines. There are many good versions of Pascal 
available, though compilers tend to produce bulky programs. 
Most implementations are semi-compilers. A good one is 
JRT Pascal in the public domain Sig/M 82. The extensive 
documentation is in the Dutch user library (CP/MggNL Vol 
1082), despite the fact that it's written in English. 

PILOT 

(Programmed Inquiry, Learning and Teaching) 
An interpreter in the CP/M user group Volume 12. Pilot was 
originally designed at the San Francisco Medical School in 
1973, and is useful when writing programs where the 
computer and the user talk to each other. Programs for 
'interactive' computer teaching in any subject are easily 
constructed in Pilot. It isn't suitable for games, though, 
unless they're word-puzzles. It only occupies 5K. 



In the Public 
Domain 

A lot of these languages were 
written in American universities. 
All programs developed in the 
American academic sphere are 
automatically public domain. 
They're not toys, though they 
often lack the bells and whistles 
of successful commercial 
implementations. 

A good commercial 
language source is Grey 
Matters, 4 Prigg Meadow, 
Ashbourton, Devon TQ1 3 7DF. 
For public domain languages, 
join the CP/M Users Group UK. 
(There are other sources as 
well: PD Sig, for example). 
Details of how to join can be 
obtained from 72 Mill Road, 
Hawley, Dartford, Kent DA2 
7RZ. 




PL/1 

(Programming language one. Great thing, inspiration) 
The CP/M version is called PL/M and is expensive. BASIC-E 
is written in PL/M and the source is in the public domain on 
CP/M user group Volumes 29-30. The aim in writing PL/1 
was to combine the best of Cobol, Pascal and Algol in one. 
Extensive and expensive. 

PISTOL 

(Portably Implemented Stack Oriented Language) 
This is a FORTH-type language in the public domain, Sig/M 
Vol 59. Basically, you get the bones and put the flesh on it 
yourself. It'll provide hours of fun for all the family, and with a 
little work' you can create a completely new language. It 
comes with a lot of documentation and samples. 

PROLOG 

Designed in the early Seventies it is probably the best of the 
'logical programming' languages. Like Lisp, it tries to apply 
rules to bodies of data with a view to ascertaining the truth 
or falsehood of a statement. Prolog makes use of a great 
deal of recursion in these searches, and although it is not an 
intrinsically fast language, it can be persuaded to perform 
sophisticated functions with little programming. A language 
for performing tricks with data, not hardware. EPRO, a small 
PROLOG, is on Sig/M 242. 
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ATTENTION ! 



PRIVATE-HIRE, TAXI, MINI-BUS, COACH 
and COURIER SERVICE OPERATORS 



TAXIBASE 3 could save endless time providing fast 
reference to past work details for quotations & pricing etc. 
(particularly quick telephone quotes). Cut out one of those 
searches through old diaries and job-sheets. Simple to 
use database with unlimited capacity requires no special 
setting up. 

TAXIBASE 3 is an improved and extended version of 
earlier TAXIBASE programs and reads existing 
TAXIBASE files. Upgrade for £6.50 



AVAILABLE FOR ALL PCWs at £1 4.95 inc VAT & P&P 

Cheque with order to: MCS, 

49 Cogate Road, Paddock Wood, 

Kent TN12 6UD 

. Telephone (089 283) 3056 for more details , 



AEOKT AE ON COMPUTER CONSULTANTS 

. . . ... . . . . .\ COMPUTER CONSULTANTS SYSTEMS SUPPLIES & TRAINING 



PECIA 

Try our professional & friendly service for all your 

» computing requirements! 

* Full range of software & peripherals 

* Computer Systems 

I* Networked Systems 

* Supplies 

* Repaire Service 

* Installation 

* Maintenance Contracts 

(Sample prices ex VAT:) 

PCW8256 £339.00 

PCW8512 £439.00 

PCW9512 cw "Locoscript II" + high quality, 
wide carriage daisywheel printer ...£479.00 

Export, Educational & Official pruchase orders welcome. 



46 Christchurch Road, Oxton, Wirral. L43 5SF 

Tel: 051 652 9196/7 

Telex: 265871 MONREF G Quote 

Ref : 72 MAG50053 




The Market, Fareham, 

Hampshire, P016 OLB 

Telephone Fareham 

(0329)239953-236727 



Open the door to a new world of 
computing and compatibility. 

Lei TLMATIC solve your computing problems, 
with our large range of hardware and software. 

We may be able to design custom software or 
hardware to suit your special needs, whether 
your need is for a simple accounts program or 
a sophisticated data conversion system. 

TIMATIC CAN HELP TO MAKE YOUR 
REQUIREMENT A REALITY. 



c§ 




UniDos 

Save your investment in 8 bit CP/M programs and databases. Have the benefits of a DOS computer with its faster and more cost effective risk 
storage and still run your favorite CP/M programs. With UniDos you can create a cornplele Z80 CP/M version 2 2 compatible enviromenl on 
your IBM PC or compatible. Your programs wil not know Ihe difference. Using UniDos is easy. Imiate the video termnal of your choice wlh 
simple menu selection. Copy your CP/M programs onto your IBM PC or compatible (using UniForm-PC or whatever means you have available), 
rename COM lies to CPM files, and that's i. No program modifications are necessary. UniDos will automatically take over whenever you want 
fo run a CP/M program. There are no exlra steps involved. 

Want more speed? UniDos will support a V20 or V30 processor chip if you have one, or, use our high speed ZBO card 
(8 MHz with no wait states), and your programs will run twice as fast as they would on most CP/M computers. 

CompatiCard 

Are changiig "standards' for diskettes causing data exchange problems for you? CompaliCafd can give you Ihe diskette interchangeably you 
need. Using CompallCard you can attach 3.5 inch, 5.25 inch (48TPI, 96TPI, 1.2 Mb high capacity) and 8 inch disk drives lo your computer. 
CompaliCafd is a versatile tbppy disk controller card lhat can be used as a dred replacement for the standard IBM Ibppy disk conlroler in 
the PC and XT. CompatiCard can also be used as a secondary controller in the IBM AT and in PCs that have an existing lloppy disk conlroller. 
CompatiCard albws you to connect any of the above menlioned types of dsk drives to your computer. When you install CompatiCard with 
UniForm-PC. you will be able to use diskettes in hundreds of DOS and CP/M lormals {currently over 300) 



UniForm-PC 

Do you want access to CP/M or non-IBM standard MS DOS diskettes in your IBM PC or compatible? 
You can, and your PC won't know Ihe difference. UniForm-PC is not just another file copy utility, ft works with your computer lo 
make your CP/M disks appear as if they are in DOS format. Select the diskette format you want from Ihe UniForm-PC menu. 
By using lamiiar DOS commands you can display directories, copy files, make Ihe CP/M diskette your active drive, in fact anything 
you would do with a DOS diskette. You can also format blank diskettes in the format ol your choice. UnfForm-PC supports hundreds 
of popular diskette formats on 3, 3.5, 5.25 and 8 inch media. 

Features:- UniForm-PC allows CP/M diskettes to appear as DOS diskettes. This allows you to manipulate data on CP/M format 
diskettes with familiar DOS commands and also supports MSDOS formats other than the IBM standard. Support is provided for 
48 TPI, 96 TPI, S inch, and 3-5 inch dsk drives including the new IBM PERSONAL SYSTEM2 and Apricot 1.4 Megabyte formal. 
Any UnlForm-PC warning messages appear in a non destructive window near the centre of the screen. After reading the message, 
a single keystroke wil erase the message and restore the screen to its origional condition UniForm-PC will automatically display 
all formats that can be supported with Ihe types of drives available on the computer and alows a default formal to be set, so that 
it is automatically active each time the system starts up. When used wlh UniDos, allows your computer to run CP/M programs 
without additional hardware. 

DISK DRIVE COMPATIBILITY 

Timatc Systems are able to offer the solution b your dsk compatibility problems. H you need to upgrade to a new machine or if 

you need to bring compatabifty to your existing machines we could have the answer fa you. 

With our extensive range of add on dsk drives and special multiformat software you will be able to keep your existhg data and 

transfer this lo any one of over 300 machines. 

If you have different physical sized disk drives on your existing machines, our optional add on dsk conlroler will allow you lo connect 

extra dsk drives, which can be any size from 3inch to dinch. If you have a PCW we can supply an add on 5 1/4 n dsk drive to 

allow you to transfer drectly to an IBM or you could fit one of our 3 in drives to your IBM. Either way we are able to solve your 

compatibilify problems and albw you lo get more use out of your machines. 




THE TIMATIC INTERCHANGE RANGE 




3 inch Am strati I>ive A: 
3 inch Amstrad Drive B: 
3 1/2 inch 720K Drive 
3 1/2 inch 720K Drive 
3 1/2 inch 1 4M Drive 
3 1/2 inch 1.4M Drive 
5 1/4 80 Trk Drive 
5 1/4 80 Trk Drive 
5 1/4 1.2MDrive 
5 1/4 1.2MDrive 
8 inch 1.2M Drive 



(external) 

(est a Dal) 
(internal) 
(external) 
(internal) 
(ex tonal) 
(intonal) 
(external) 
(intonal) 
(external) 
(external only) £899.00 



£149.00 
£199.00 
£169.00 
£199.00 
£199.00 
£229.00 
£149.00 
£179.00 
£199 00 

£229 00 ^ ^k ^ prices are shown without Uniform-PC 
Please add 15% VAT to all ihe above prices. 



Uniform-PC 

UniDos 

UniDos Z80 

MatchMaker 

MatchPoint 

CompatiCard 



£50.55 

£50.55 

£122.70 

£108.33 

£122.70 

£122.70 



IN ADDITION TO THE HARDWARE LISTED WE ARE ABLE TO QUOTE FOR SPECIAL DRIVE AND 
SOFTWARE CONFIGURATION WHEN WE HAVE YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS. 



SCREEN, PAPER AND 
THE LEPER'S SQUINT 



The great unsolved mystery 
of word processing (one of 
the most baffling and 
sinister cases, Watson, that I have 
encountered) is, why does it 
always look more convincing 
before you print it out? Somewhere 
between the screen and the paper, 
flawless-looking prose breaks out 
in horrid eruptions of typing errors, 
spelling mistakes and general 
infelicity. One interesting theory is 
that all printers contain devilish 
virus programs which not only 
pervert your text but transmit the 
changes back along the cable to 
your word processor's memory and 
disks. This idea, however, is 
obviously not paranoid enough to 
explain the reality. 

But seriously... 

Here are some slightly more 
plausible thoughts. 

Theory number two: even the 
superlatively wonderful Amstrad 
PCW screen, so much clearer than 
rotten old 256-colour ultra-high- 
resolution IBM VGA displays (he 
said with bitter irony), is not 100% 
easy on the eye. Even a mild visual 
fatigue that you don't actually 
notice can take its toll. Perhaps 
we're subliminally repelled, and 
tend to scan on-screen text less 
attentively than a piece of paper. (I 
know proofreaders who are much 
less attentive than a piece of paper, 
but this is a digression.) 

Theory number three is 
deeply psychological. We do seem 
to put a ridiculous trust in computer 
infallibility. (When did you last 
check all the figures in a bank 
statement? In a recent fit of 
curiosity, Ansible Information found 
that although the arithmetic was 
OK, the bank had lost the entire 
contents of one account, put us in 
the red by debiting a cheque to the 
wrong name, and imposed a 
mysterious charge of several 
hundred pounds labelled CHEQUE 
BOOK. Take a bow, NatWest!) All 
those glamorously glowing, hi-tech 
letters on the screen look somehow 
convincing and inarguable and 
right, until they reach the paper.... 

Theory number four just 
complements number three: this 
fast-lane world is so full of silly 
words, and stupid acronyms that 



look like misspellings, that those 
exposed to it become more tolerant 
of apparent mistakes in a computer 
context. Everyone who writes about 
programs sooner or later adds the 
non-word COM to their spelling- 
check dictionary, since otherwise 
every mention of PIP.COM or 
whatever will make the checker go 
tut-tut. This is fine until you mistype 
"con" or leave off the end of "come", 
and the spelling checker doesn't 
object. As you add more of 
computing's two- and three-letter 
jargon words and acronyms, there's 
an increasing chance that any short 
mistyping will correspond to a non- 
word and be passed as OK. (I 
spent ages wondering how the 
obscure formation RG had wormed 
its way into a spelling checker. It 
turned out to be part of my 
postcode.) 

Theory number five is vaguely 
related to number two, and 
suggests that the problem is that of 
the Leper's Squint. This tasteful 
domestic appliance was essentially 
a peephole in the thick wall of a 
mediaeval church or Great Hall, 
through which the afflicted were 
allowed to peer at the fun goings- 
on within... a precursor of breakfast 
television. Reading a big document 
on any word processor has 
something of the same tunnel- 
vision quality. LocoScript 
aggravates this problem because 
the Leper's Squint is narrower than 
it need be - experienced users 
can't turn off the menu information 
and use the whole screen for text. 
The limited vista plus the slow 
shuffling of pages on and off the 
disk gives you all the more 
opportunity to forget the details of 
page 3 by the time you see page 6, 
and to use your favourite words 
"concatenation", "molybdenum" and 
"gleet" too often, too close together. 

The boring bits 

How do you avoid or at least 
reduce the disappointment of 
finding your print-out less wonderful 
than the display's glowing prose? I 
hate to admit it, but there's no 
magic answer. 

Spelling checkers weed out 
many typing calamities, but have 
their limitations as above. "Style 
checkers" also exist, but tend to 




concentrate on the red herring of 
complexity as measured by word 
and sentence lengths. (They also 
tend to be lazily programmed, so 
you have to muck around 
converting LocoScript text to ASCII 
files, etc.) Ultimately, you need to 
read the whole text through as 
slowly as possible, as often as 
possible. 

A critical read-through at your 
normal speed is just part of the 
process. A second and very slow 
read is a frightful bore, but throws 
dodgy phrases into high relief; if 
you work alone, it helps to move 
your lips (shudder, shudder), 
subvocalize or even recite the 
whole thing loudly. There are plenty 
of phrases, especially in fictional 
conversation, which at first glance 
look all right but can't be read 
aloud without exposing flaws. In a 
recent bad SF novel, someone 
shouts, "Sustained nullification on a 
huge scale might be beyond 
nature's ability to counteract!" The 
sentence is grammatical, just. But 



try shouting it. 

W.H.Auden suggested the 
severest critical test of all, 
absolutely guaranteed to expose 
any stylistic flaw. The method is 
however only suitable for poets 
who aren't word-processor addicts, 
since it consists of writing out the 
whole thing again in longhand. 
Think about that, but not too hard. 

Every which way 

More realistically, proofreaders 
sometimes look for misprints by 
reading in a way which kills logical 
sense and continuity, so that the 
mind doesn't treacherously make 
use of the context to correct lapses 
without even noticing them. I tried 
reading this very article in two such 
ways - backwards line by line, and 
backwards word by word - and can 
report that it's extremely boring. 
(Didn't even find any satanic 
messages.) 

Style prose one's on effect bad 
a have itself could technique this 
using whether know don't I.... ^ffi 
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Customers outside UK deduct 13% from prices quoted. 



Tel: 01-567 7313 Fax:01-578 2352 
Telex: 947838 



Your One-Stop Shopping Centre 



HARDWARE PCW 



FREE! FREE! FREE! 

MINI OFFICE f%^\ 

PROFESSIONAL ^fir~? Software 

with every purchase of a Computer 

URGE STOCK AVAILABLE! 

PHONE NOW & BOOK YOURS! 

PCW 8256 £387.39 

PCW 8512 £498.39 

PCW 9512 £553.89 

Additional Disk Drive for PCW 8256/951 2 £137.00 

Modem £99.95 

RS232 Interface £57.85 

8256 Memory Upgrade P.O. A 



PART EXCHANGE 



Trade in your old PCW 8256/8512 for PC1512 
or 1640. Call for prices 



SOFTWARE 



3" DISK DRIVE CLEANING KIT 
Now available £9.20 each 



LEISURE FOR YOUR PCW 



Cyruss Chess II £14.00 

Time S Magic £14.00 

Fiarlight £13.00 

Bridge Player £18.00 

Leather Goddesses £20.00 

Head Over Heels £14.95 

Enchanter £20.00 

Matchday II £14.95 

Ballyhoo £20.00 

Scrabble Deluxe £20.00 

Hitchhikers Guide £20.00 

Tomahawk £20.00 

Sorcerer £22.00 

Knight Ore £19.95 

Steve Davis Snooker £13.50 

Strike Force Harrier £19.95 

Jinxter £24.95 



AMX MOUSE WITH DESKTOP 

Graphic Font End — Desk Diary. Phone Address Book - 
Memopad £57.50 



LISTING PAPER & LABELS 



PCW DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Fleet Street Editor Plus £46.00 

Electric Studio — Newsdesk International £38.52 

The Database Publisher (Software) £23.00 

Database Desktop Publisher (with AMX Mouse) £59.80 

2000 sheets 1 1" x 14,5" 1pt 60gsm £15.50 

1000 sheets 11" x 9.5" 2pt OTC £16.95 

2000 sheets 11" x 9.5' 1pt60gsm £13.49 

1000 sheets 11" x 9.5" 2pt. NCR £22.16 

2000 sheets A4 Size 1pt. 70gsm Micro Pert £16.95 

1 000 sheets A4 Size 1pt. 85gsm Micro Pert £10.95 

LABELS 1 across 2 across 

2000 3i 2" x 1 7 16" £8.85' £9.20 

2000 3i 2" x 1 16 is" £1 1 .74 £1 1 .84 

2000 4" x 17 16" £9.53' £9.65 

2000 4" x 1 is is" £13.00 £12.72 

' available in Blue. Yellow. Pink. Green (£1 extra) 
OTHER SIZES ARE AVAILABLE 



DISC STORAGE 



BOX CLEVER and protect 
your disks with these high quality 
perspex. lockable storage boxes 
Holds 20-3" Disks & Cases 

AMS 20L £9.95 




c D , , ACCOUNTING 

Sage Popular Accounts £84.95 

Sage Payroll £59.45 

Sage Invoice/Stock Control £59.45 

Sage Accounts Plus £127.45 

Camsoft Invoice/Stock/Sales ledger £79.96 

Camsoft Payroll £39.96 

MAP Integrated £119.20 

Sandpiper Accounting System £120.00 

WORDPROCESSING 

Locomail £31.96 

Locospell for Locoscnpt II or 16 £19.50 

New Word II £55.96 

Locospell + Locoscnpt II £32.50 

Pretext £63.16 

Tasword 8000 £20.40 

| Locoscnpt 2 £23 00 

Arnor Prospell £23.98 

SPREADSHEET 

Amsoft Supercalc II £34.50 

Newstar Cracker II £34.50 

DATABASE 

dBase II £79.00 

Datastore II £32.50 

Caxton Cardbox £47.92 

Sage Retrieve £48.30 

Camsoft Cambase II £34.50 

TAS £101.95 

Amsoft Microfile/Microword £39.95 

Sage Magic Filer £55.99 

Masterfile 8000 £47.50 

GRAPHICS 

DR Draw £39.96 

DR Graph £39.96 

Electric Studio Lightpen £64.00 

Electric Studio Mouse Set £114.00 

Electric Studio Video Digitiser £92.50 

PCW COMMUNICATION 

Sage E Mail £59.95 

Sage Viewdata £59.95 

Sage Combo (E&V) £84,99 

Sage Chit Chat (E&V) includes Modem £209.00 

LANGUAGES 

French Mistress Kosmos £16.95 

German Master Kosmos £16.95 

Spanish Tutor Kosmos £16.95 

Italian Tutor Kosmos £16.95 

lansyst Crash Typing £19.50 

lansyst Two Fingers Touch Typing £19.50 



SPECIAL OFFERS on Typing Tutors 



PCW9512 Daisywheels £5.80 
Many Typestyles 



Low Prices! 



DMP1 £3.90 £3.70 

PCW8256/8512 £4.45 £3.85 

PCW8256/8512 Red or Blue £5.45 £4.85 

PCW8256'8512 Carbon £5.45 £4.85 

DMP 2000/3000 £4.45 £3.85 

PCW9512 £3.85 £3.75 



COPYHOLDER 



' Adjustable 
' Desk Clamping 
' Versatile 
" Convenient 

Only £18.50 



ti 



te= 



STOP PRESS 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 

13 Fonts. Clip Art. Typesetting, Cut & Pasteup. 
Graphic Design 

NEW IN!! £34.50 

STOP PRESS + AMX MOUSE £69.00 



TIDY UP PROTECT 




-WITH 
MAINS 
FOUR GANG 
SURGE PROTECTOR 



DATABASE MASTERPACK £69.00 



Mini Office /o\ 

PROFESSIONAL W 

Very successful with many new features 
Consists of Five separate programs — 
' Wordprocessor * Database * Spreadsheet 
' Graphics ' Communications Interactive. 
Our price £22.00 



BOOKS FOR PCW (NO VAT) 



Four Brilliant 
INTERNATIONAL P ' ^ s ~ 
' Business Controller — for complete accounting to 

financial planning £95.00 

' Datastore II Database £32.20 

' Superlype II (Locoscnpt II compatible) £19.50 

' Personal Tax Planner — calculate your income taxes. 
Ideal for Accountants £23.95 

Advanced Amstrad Basic (Locom) £12.95 

Amstrad 8256/851 2 More Wordprocessing £9.95 

Amstrad CP/M Plus £12.95 

Amstrad Comms'CPC/PCW Ranges £8.95 

Amstrad Companion (Mallard] £7.95 

Amstrad Word Processmg/PCW 8256 £8.95 

An Introduction CP'M Plus on Amstrads £7.95 

Get Started Amstrad PCW 8256/8512 £7.95 

Introducing Amstrad CP'A Ass Lang £9.95 

Mastering Amslrad PCW8256'8512 £8.95 

Practical Reference Guide/W-Pro. Amstrad 8256 £5.95 

Practical Amstrad Word Processing £7.95 




3" AMSTRAD DISCS 



CF2 

5 £12.95 

10 £23.95 

20 £48.00 

CF2-DD 
f%P « 5 £29.00 

.Vj * I 1 ° £49.95 

20 £89.00 

PCW 9512 (3 piece) £12.45 

PCW 8256 (8512 3 piece) £11.45 

PC 1640 (2 piece) £9.50 

PC1512 (2 piece) £8.50 

DMP 2000/3000 £4.50 

DMP 4000 £5.50 




You order by 3pm We despatch by 4pm 



Overseas customers deduct 13% from prices quoted] 



lai 



Kavin Computer Supplies (Dept 8000) 
106 South Ealing Road 
Ealing, London W5 4QL 
PRICES INCLUDE VAT 
CALLERS WELCOME 

Official Orders Welcome from PLC, Government & Educational Establishments. 

All products covered by KCS Guarantee 



Mail Order + Export Hot Line phone 01-567-7313 
Telex 947838 GEEWS Dept KCS All prices include VAT 

P&P Charges — Ribbons 25p each -i 

Computer Listing Paper £3.00 per box 



. All other items 50p each. Maximum £7.50 , 



U.K. 
ONLY 
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Every month it seems there's a tipoff using 
SID which tweaks one of your programs to 
make it do something special. What is this 
strange piece of magic? In fact SID is one of 
CP/M's most powerful yet least-understood 
utilities. Want to know what's going on in 
those clever little tips to reverse the screen in 
LocoScript or make discs which can take 
more than 64 files on them? Read on... 



You can use SID to examine the contents of 
programs and change any parts you like. This 
means that you can add a routine in here to reverse 
the screen in LocoScript, or change a bit of code there to 
make DISCKIT format discs which can hold more than 64 
entries. However, unless you're the sort of person that can 
knock up 8080 assembler routines for RSXs to intercept all 
BDOS calls, finding out how\o do this - what to change the 
code from and to - is tricky. But even the most 
programming-dyslexic PCW user can use SID to change 
text messages in any program - LocoScript, CP/M, BASIC, 
whatever you like. 

Suppose you use LocoScript exclusively to write letters 
to your Aunt Maud; instead of having LocoScript suggest 
DOCUMENT.000 and suchlike as a document name every 
time, it would be nice to have all your documents start off as 
AUNTMAUD.000 to save renaming time. You can do this by 
using SID to display the contents of the program for you. 
When you see DOCUMENT.000 in the program, you 
overwrite DOCUMENT with AUNTMAUD and save the new 
version; it's as straightforward as that. 

Generally, you need to alter the name of the message 
you usually type to get the program running plus .COM - 
SC2.COM for SuperCalc, for instance. For LocoScript and 
CP/M though, both of which start up by themselves, the 
names are J(something)LOCO.EMS and 
J(something)CPM3.EMS - you can see what the something 
is for your versions by looking at a directory. For LocoScript 
1 it will probably be J20LOCO.EMS (if it doesn't appear on 
your Loco startup disc, show it using the [f8] options for 
'hidden' files). 

First run up CP/M and take a copy of your Loco startup 
disc on a fresh disc using DISCKIT. When you've done that, 
insert your CP/M disc (side 2 on 8000s) into the drive and 
copy PIP to the memory with pip m:=a:p ip.com followed 
by M: to switch the M: drive - what follows will be quicker if 
you work in the memory rather than from disc. Then copy 
SET to the memory with pip m:=A: set. com then copy SID 
with pip M:=A:SET.cOM(on 8000s you'll have to insert side 
3 of your systems discs for SID). If using certain programs 
you will need to insert the work disc and set the file you're 
altering to directory (ie. not hidden or system) and read-write 
(in case it's read-only) by typing set A: (filename) 
[dir,rw] . You don't really need to do this for LocoScriptl 
but you may do for other programs. 

Getting to grips 

Now the fun begins. With the Loco copy disc in the drive, 
type sid[RETURN]. You're now inside SID's command 
mode, and it will respond to commands you type in at its # 
prompt. If SID doesn't understand your command you get a 
quizzical ? reply and no harm is done to any file you're 
working on. 

First you want to read the file to be edited into the 
working memory. The command for this is R followed 
immediately (no spaces or anything) by the name of the file, 
for example ra : J2 Oloco . ems[RETURN]. Up comes a 
message like next msize pc end plus some figures. 

Press d (for 'dump') - you see a table of digits come up 



SID'S NOT 
VICIOUS 

Customise your programs with your power 
packed debugger 



M)sid 

CP/M 3 SID - Version 3.0 

#ra: j201oco.ens 

NEXT MSZE PC END 

B100 B100 0100 DAFF 

N 

9100: 3E 84 D3 Fl 21 00 02 11 00 40 01 00 04 ED B0 3E > . . . ! 

0110: 81 D3 Fl 3E 88 D3 F3 21 00 06 11 00 CO 01 E0 OF ...>. 

0120: ED B0 21 E0 CF 11 El CF 01 IF 30 36 00 ED B0 21 . . ! . . 

0130: E0 15 11 00 06 01 70 6B ED B0 3E 86 D3 F2 3E 87 

0140: D3 F3 21 00 06 11 40 84 01 70 6B ED B0 21 B0 EF . . ! . . 



&..pk..!.. 



0150: 11 Bl EF 01 4F 10 36 00 ED B0 3E 82 D3 F2 3E 83 . . . .0.6. . .>. . .>. 

0160: D3 F3 21 AF AC 11 6F FA 01 DO 16 ED B8 21 70 FA . . ! . . .0 !( 

0170: 11 71 FA 01 3F 01 36 00 ED B0 21 88 00 11 00 40 .q.,7.6...! 

0180: 01 55 00 ED B0 C3 00 40 21 50 81 11 00 00 01 30 .0 @!P 

0190: 14 ED B0 01 6F 05 21 90 14 11 91 14 36 00 ED B0 ... ,o. ! 6. . . 

01A0: 01 3F 00 21 40 00 11 41 00 36 00 ED B0 3E 84 D3 .?. !@. .A.6. . .>. . 

01B0: F2 3E 85 D3 F3 21 00 80 11 00 38 01 00 04 ED B0 .),..!... .8 



▲ Calling up SID and starting to list the contents of Loco 1 



with numbers at the left. The digits in the middle are the guts 
of LocoScript - the hexadecimal 'machine code' your PCW 
understands. Whatever language a program is written in - 
BASIC, Pascal, assembler - the instructions you write 
eventually get converted to these digits. By themselves 
they're completely incomprehensible, so SID puts the ASCII 
representation for you on the right hand side - most of the 
time this is just squiggly nonsense but text in the program is 
shown as text here. So you're looking through the program 
until DOCUMENT.000 appears in the right hand side. 

The numbers on the left start at 0100 and are called 
address numbers; for once this computer jargon is sensible. 
They're just like addresses in a street, and you can think of 
your program as a long street, a collection of 'bits' - single- 
character or one-number instructions - each of which sits in 
a numbered address in the street. The first address is 
always 0100 and the last varies depending on the length of 
the program. 



ttdl700 

1700: 20 20 6B 00 6C 69 6D 62 6F 20 66 69 6C 65 73 00 k.linbo files. 

1710: 20 68 69 64 64 65 6E 20 20 00 20 6C 69 6D 62 6F hidden . linbo 

1720: 00 6B 20 20 20 20 20 00 48 00 52 00 20 6E 6F 74 ,k ,H.K. not 

1730: 20 66 69 74 74 6S 64 20 00 20 65 6D 70 74 79 20 fitted . enptu 

1740: 20 20 20 20 20 00 20 67 72 6F 75 70 20 00 44 4F . group .DO 

1750: 43 55 4D 45 4E 54 30 30 30 44 69 73 63 20 4D 61 CUMENIOOODisc Ma 

1760: 6E 61 67 65 72 00 45 72 61 73 6S 9E AB 85 72 65 nager. Erase. . .re 

1770: 6E 61 6D 65 9E AB 85 72 65 63 6F 76 65 72 20 66 nane, . .recover f 

1780: 72 6F 6D 20 4C 69 6D 62 6F 00 72 65 6E 61 6D 65 ron Linbo. rename 

1790: 20 47 72 6F 75 70 00 72 65 6E 61 6D 65 20 44 69 Group. renane Di 

17A0: 73 63 00 20 4E 61 6D 65 3A 00 4F 6C 64 9E 03 85 sc. Nane:. Old... 

17B0: 4E 65 77 9E 03 85 47 72 6F 75 70 3A 00 44 72 69 New. . .Group: .Dri 
Ksl74E 

174E 44 "AUNTMAUD 
1756 30 . 



A Ah - there's DOCUMENT.000! The 'D' is at address 1 74E, hence the substitution procedure 



Press d again and another batch of digits come up. Keep 
pressing d and the next batch keeps coming up. You'll see 
the opening messages of LocoScript appearing around 



hmmmmmm 



8000 PLUS 51 



CPM 



Hex wise 

Hexadecimal is one of those 
dreadful number-bases whose 
primary use is to write school 
mathematics problems. For 
technical reasons computer 
programs work in this base 1 6. 
Programmers therefore count 
0,1,...8,9,A.B,C,D,E,F,10,11,12.. 
. and so on. So 22, 3D, E5, FF 
etc. are all legitimate hex 
numbers, and they're never 
what they appear - 'B' in hex is 
actually eleven, '22' in hex is 
actually thirty-four, etc. 



address 04C0. If you add an address, ie. D5000, SID will list 
the chunk of program on and after that address. There's no 
quick way of finding the text you're looking for - all you can 
do is keep pressing d until the phrase DOCUMENT.000 
appears. This will probably be around the address 1700 (so 
have a look there with D1700. 

Now you have to work out the address of the D of 
'DOCUMENT'. Find the line in which it occurs; suppose this 
line begins 1740. Start at 1740 and count (in hex, sorry) 
along the middle row and right-hand row together until you 
get to the 'D'. If the 'D' is last-but-one on the right-hand side, 
your counting goes 1740,1741,1742 .... 
1749,174A,174B,174C,174D,174E. The address of the letter 
'D' is therefore 174E. If the address figure on the far left 
ends in 0, then the address of the letter at the extreme right 
of the right-hand column ends in 'F', 



«: 20 20 GB 00 GC 69 6D 62 6F 20 66 69 6C 6S 73 00 k.linbo files. 

1710= 20 68 69 64 64 6S 6E 20 20 00 2© 6C 69 6D 62 6F hidden .linbo 

1720: 00 6B 20 20 20 20 20 00 48 00 S2 00 20 6E 6F 74 .k .HP not 

\llt' \i 8§ H 2 4 74 6S M 20 00 20 6S 6D 70 74 79 20 fitted e^ty 

m\ 1% R ft ft ft 25 S5 n 72 K 75 70 20 00 41 SS ""%«SHu 



1770: 6E 61 6D 6S 9E AB 85 72 65 63 6F 76 6S 72 20 66 nane. ! .recover'? 
J780: 72 6F 6D 20 4C 69 6D 62 6F 00 72 65 6E 61 6D 6S ron LinboTrenLe 



#ua:j201oco.ens| 



▲ Checking it's worked - yes, looks OK, so save it 



Three little 
letters 

SID was developed from a 
program called Dynamic 
Debugging Tool, or DDT for 
short (well, it kills bugs, after 
all). The alternative name SID 
or 'symbolic instruction 
debugger' was proposed for the 
improved version. Regrettably, 
sanity prevailed. 



It figures 

The command to substitute something for what's currently 
stored at an address is s plus the address. So, to write 
'AUNTMAUD' over 'DOCUMENT, type after the # prompt 
S174E. SID responds by writing the address, 1 74E, and the 
figure 44 (as this is hex, this is pronounced 'sixty-eight' - the 
ASCII code for D). This is the machine's code for D, and 
should be the same as the figure in the middle table 
corresponding to the 'D' in the right hand table. 

Now type in "auntmaud followed immediately by 
[RETURN]. The quote mark at the beginning tells SID that 
you're substituting text (rather than code which you type 
straight in). The important thing is that the text you substitute 
must only replace text - if you overwrite some of that code, 
you're program will almost certainly crash, ie. stop working 
irrevocably somewhere, when you use it. So when replacing 
text, always make the substituting and substituted text the 
same lengths. (If the substituting text is shorter, pad it out 
with spaces. If you substitute, say 'DOCUMENT' with 
'MAUD' there's no harm done but then you'd get 
'MAUDMENT' as your document names). 



SID gives you another address - it's expecting you to 
substitute some more. If you've typed in exactly eight letters 
the address you see should be 1 755. You don't want to 
substitute more text, so type a full stop (no quote mark!) and 
SID's # prompt returns. If you now type D1700[RETURN] 
you should see the new version of this chunk of program 
with your amendments. 

You can carry on examining the program with d and 
substituting with s to your heart's content. When you wish to 
save your handiwork, type w plus the name of the program - 
here wa: J20loco.ems[RETURN], After a few seconds you 
get the # prompt again and you can exit back to CP/M's a> 
prompt with [STOP], 

Proof of the pudding 

Now the new J20etc. file is on your startup copy disc. Hold 
your breath, remove the disc, press [SHIFT][EXTRA][EXIT] 
and reinsert it. If all's gone well your Aunt Maud special 
LocoScript should start up as usual except that all 
documents will initially be called AUNTMAUD. 000, 
AUNTMAUD. 001 and so on, numbered automatically for 
you. 

If something's gone wrong (if you get a 'file checksum 
error' or similar) you've just got your counting wrong 
somewhere; all you can really do is make a new copy disc 
and start the whole thing again. 

Experienced programmers might see this as a 
prostitution of SID's powers, but rewriting text in any 
program is fun and a taste of what 'real' hacking is all about. 
You can adapt this for any program you like - CP/M, BASIC, 
SuperCalc 2, Mini Office; the principles are always the same 
as above. Just use the d and s commands and always work 
with expendable copies! fljffi 
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▲ Your modified Loco in action 



9 linbo files 
TEMPLATE. SIB flc 



SID's serious side 



SID stands for 'symbolic instruction debugger'. 
What? Well, it's a very powerful utility that 
programmers use (not BASIC users, you understand 
- we're talking serious programming here) for 
debugging programs, ie. finding out why a program 
isn't behaving as it should. Imagine you're writing a 
BASIC program to organise your accounts; 
unfortunately there's a bug and your balance keeps 
coming out at £34 million in the red. Debugging this is 
relatively simple; you can press [STOP] at any point 
in the program, type print balance* or any other 
variable and get the value of that variable at that point 
in the program. By running the program a few times, 
pressing [STOP] at appropriate places and printing 
the value of balance%, you can work out where in the 
program things begin to go wrong. Alternatively you 



can look at the listing and figure out where the 
problem is. 

But what about the same program written 
'properly' in assembler? Assembler consists of one- 
line 'mnemonics' like ld hl, l and posh de - 
obviously it's not as easy to figure out what's going 
on as it is in a BASIC statement like 

balance%=income%-expenses%. Also, you can't just 

press [STOP] and look at the registers (the PCW's 
'notepad') to find out what's happening as the values 
change thousands of times a second. 

Enter SID. With this you can insert 'breakpoints', 
ie. at a crucial point in the program you put the 
equivalent of a [STOP] Into the program itself; you 
then run it, the program stops at the right bit, and you 
can examine the contents of the registers. SID also 



can display the contents of a program so you can see 
what's going on, and you can even edit individual 
parts of the program and write the new version to 
disc. A variety of tracing functions allow programmers 
to monitor the happenings of their program between 
this part and that part to see, for example, how often 
this bit of the memory is used compared to that one, 
to understand why and how their program is 
misbehaving. 

And why do people program in assembler if it's so 
hard? Good question. Such programs are much faster 
and more efficient than BASIC, and can do cleverer 
things like play around with the screen and obscure 
parts of the memory. You can even write assembler 
programs to let you switch immediately between 
CP/M, LocoScript and back at the touch of a button! 
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COMPUTER 
REPAIRS 



AMSTRAD 

We repair Amstrad models 464, 664, 6128, 8256, 
851 2, PC1 51 2 and Amstrad Monitors. 
All repairs carry a 3 month warranty. 

PHONE US NOW FOR DETAILS 



SUREDATA 



TELEPHONE: 01-902 5218 



DEPT+, UNIT 6 
STANLEY HOUSE 
STANLEY AVENUE 
WEMBLEY, MIDDX HAO 4JB. 



SIGNWRITEP/ 



instant display lettering £49.95 
from a dot-matrix printer <pcw version) 

* Sharp characters, any size 

* Signs printed across or down the page 

* Sign revision and powerful formatting capabilities 

* Computer-aided design of logos, symbols 

* 20 extra fonts (£5.75 each plus disk): 

Fair i^L/Shop £(b|^ Also: 

From the publisher- LABELWRITER for multiple labels 
WIGHT SCIENTIFIC PAPERBASE De Luxe for bibliographies 
44 Roan Street London SElO ?]T POSTGRAPH for plotting graphs 
(Oil 858 2699 OXSTAT for statistics 
This advertisement was printed A4-size with 16-bit SIGNWRITER 



I'llLkM ritUIH 

Computer Supplies Ltd. 0707 52698(5 lines) 

AMS0FT 3'' DISCS SPECIAL OFFER 5 10 20 



SPECIAL OFFER 

PF9 INDIVIDUALLY 
^ r * CASED 



12.50 22.90 45.50 



Printer Ribbons 

Price (£) per Ribbon 

Am«trad9512 3 

8512/8526/LQ3500 3 

R.BLGR.BR.Y 4 

Carbon 5 

DMP 2000/3000/31 60 2 

R.BLGR.BR 3 

Canon 1080/1 156 2 

R.BLGR.BR.Y 4 

Panasonic KXP's A 

R.BLGR.BR.Y 6 

StarNLlO 5 

R.BLGR.BR.Y 6 



2 6 12 

3.80 3.60 3.40 

3.90 3.60 3.35 

4.90 4.60 4.35 

5.30 5.15 4.95 

2.80 2.60 2.35 

3.80 3.60 3.40 

2.99 2.85 2.70 

4.95 4.65 4,25 

4.65 4.40 4.20 

6.50 6.20 5.85 

5.25 4.95 4.70 

6,15 5.85 5.55 



Computer Paper 



Did, micro pert edges 

Weight 1000's Price per box 

gsm perbx 1 box 3bxs 5bxs 

60 2000 14.50 13.90 12.90 

60 1000 9.50 - 

80 2000 19.75 18.10 16.75 

80 1000 11,90 - 

70 2000 20.50 19.25 18.30 

90 1000 13,90 12,85 11,90 



Computer Labels 

Continuous fanfold, sprocket fed 



One off if ordered wrfh other products. 
Please mix colours and types for best prices, 
R = Red, BR = Brown. BL = Blue, GR = Green, 
Y = Yellow 



Price per 1 000 
70x36 2%xl 7 /i6 
89x363V2Xl 7 /]6 
89x493Vi>xl ,5 /f< 



1000 3000 5000 

4.85 3.85 4.30 

5.35 4.50 4.10 

7.50 6.60 5.90 



Please state no of labels across sheet (1 . 2 or 3) 



Daisy wheels for the 95 1 2 £5.50 each Please send for typeface sheet 



MD12 3"x 12 




Orders to 

Micro Media, Freepost, 
Dept. 80+, Rydal Mount, 
Baker St., Potters Bar, 
Herts. EN6 3BR 



070752698 

(5 LINES) 

OUT OF OFFICE HOURS 
(ANSWER MACHINE) 



ises 8t index cards 



• 3" tile in existing case 



ALL PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT & DELIVERY 

Orders despatched 24 hrs. Please allow 5 days for 
delivery, Guari 



Personal callers welcome 
Weekdays 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturdays 9.30am - 1 .00pm 

SPRING CATALOGUE OUT NOW 




SIMPLY — THE BEST! 



"MARGIN MAKER" 



'MM3'Cut Sheet LOCATOR & ALIGNER for PCW 8000 Printers 

Ideal for letter-heads and printed pro-formas. 'Float' paper up to 

100gms/m 2 between arms, and release. Full width, non-incremental, 

move and lock arm setting. All four pitch scales marked. 

"Very well designed, extremely well made. You 
would expeet it to work well, and it does." 
'Amstrad PCW Magazine' October 87 
"...Excellent product. MM3 is by far the best 
product of its kind on the market." 
'Your Amstrad PCW November 87 
"/ have two MM3's and just throw the paper at 
them.' Best buy I have made. Superb!" 
Mr. H. Drury. Birmingham 

incl. VAT&p+p 

Send addressed adhesive LABEL, with REMITTANCE made out to: 
"MARGIN MAKER" 

Box 121 Gresham Road, Staines, Mx. TW18 2AJ. England. 

(Overseas. Add £2.00 Sterling) 

REG. DES. APPtN. No. 104047 covers "MARGIN MAKER" 'MM3' 



ONLY 
£10.50 



Com-Stax 

THE ULTIMATE SPACE SAVER 

■Interesting solution interesting price" says 8000 Plus. 



The new Com-Stax 8 Series is 
a unique stand that will 
stack your PCW 8256 or 8512 
plus your keyboard and printer in 
under a quarter of a square 
metre of floor space. Its 
reclining monitor position 
and angled keyboard make 
the PCW even more user 
friendly. The Com-Stax is 
98 cm high, 41 cm wide and 
beautifully finished in 
durable red. white or black 
lacquer, the unit comes to 
you as a flat pack kit which is 
easily assembled in minutes 
with the alien key provided 



THE PRICE: £29.95 



PLUS VAT £4.49 and P&P £3.75 
TOTAL £38,19 




TO ORDER: 

Post your cheque for £38.19 together with your name and address and choice of 
colour: red white or black to:- 



COM-STAX LTD, FREEPOST, LONDON, SW5 OBR 
Tel: 01.244 8292 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. The Com Stax is a Copyright design. Patent applied for 



please quote: 8 



8000 PLUS 53 



BASIC 



^ FIND IT AC 



i 



The first of a two-part series shedding light on the mysteries of Jetsam file-hanling 



One of the most impressive features of Mallard BASIC is its much 
talked about but little used Jetsam file-handling system. Jetsam is 
such an efficient and speedy method of handling data it can 
compete favourably with professionally-written databases in 
machine code; yet you can write it yourself. 



Why isn't Jetsam used more often? One reason is 
that there is notoriously little documentation on it. 
The other is that, given this lack of information, 
there are functions that aren't easy to work out by trial and 
error. This is partly because Jetsam was originally devised 
for multi-user systems (more than one person looking for 
information from one computer) so these strange details 
make a lot of sense in a multi-user system but seem just a 
nuisance on the PCW. You still need them though or Jetsam 
will just refuse to work. 

However, anyone who has worked with Jetsam quickly 
discovers that it is well worth the effort getting past these 
minor irritations and discovering by far the most efficient 
method of storing information in BASIC. 

The real thing 

So what can Jetsam do that the other types of file handling 
can't? In simple terms it is much more like a real database. It 
allows you to store large amounts of details in a format you 
choose, list out the most important headings in alphabetical 
order, find an individual entry and add or delete entries with 
ease. 

It does this by having two files - an index file and a data 
file. You need both these files and BASIC will soon throw up 
an error message if you try and work without one or both 
available. 

Unlike sequential or random access files these have to 
be created using the command CREATE. To do this you 
have to work out the total number of bytes (or characters) 
each of your records will take up. 

Say for instance you are keeping track of all your friends' 
birthdays. You want to record their name, three lines of an 
address, the date of their birthday and whether they sent 
you a birthday card last year. 

If you have a lot of Indian friends with very long names 



The easy life 

Owners of the 9512 have a 
great advantage over the 
pioneering 8000 series owners 
who dabbled in Jetsam in that 
they actually have an example 
Jetsam file on disc. This may 
not exactly be the ideal way to 
learn how to set up Jetsam files 
but it is a lot better than trying to 
work out how to do it from what 
is written in the manual. 



Filed in a field 



The best way to understand a field is to think 
how you kept records before you had a 
computer. You would write on a card the 
name, the first, second and third lines of the 
address, telephone number and so on. Each 
of these is a field. 

A keyed field is one that holds 
information that you would want to use for 
sorting. So if you want to call up all entries 



from the same town you may make the third 
line of the address (the one where you enter 
the town) a keyed field. As you are unlikely to 
want to call up an entry by entering the 
telephone number you wouldn't want to make 
that a keyed field (though the full telephone 
number uniquely indexes everyone in the 
country, of course). 



you might need at least 20 characters for the name's field 
and another 20 characters for each of the three address 
fields. The date of birth will take up eight characters 
(DD/MM/YY) and whether they sent you a card last year just 
needs one character (a simple Y or N). 

Just add these together (the total in our example comes 
to 89). Then stick on another 2 bytes that Jetsam will use for 
its own purposes - a total of 91 . When we enter the number 
91 in the CREATE command it tells the computer to look for 
a new record starting every 91 bytes. 

To help you remember what the files are for, call them by 
a memorable name. In this case something like 
BRTHDAYIND (for the index file) and BRTHDAY.DAT (for 
the data file) would be suitable. 

On the first day 

The act of creation isn't too strenuous. By typing create 

1, "BRTHDAY.DAT", "BRTHDAY . IND" , 2 , 91 the files 

appear and, in theory, you should never need to do it again. 

There are a couple of unusual details here. First is the l 
after CREATE which is called the file number. This has to be 
quoted virtually any time you do anything to a file (for 
example close l or consolidate (1) . The other is the 
number 2 after the filenames which is there as a locking 
number- a kind of password in a multi-user system. It 
doesn't perform any practical purpose here but you still need 
it. 

You don't even need to write this process into the 
program. It would be sufficient to just type that in at the key- 
board to bring the files into being. However most people do 
include the creation process as part of the program. You 
might want to start a new set of data files on a different disc 
or there is just the chance that things might go wrong and 
they will have to start again. 

Having created the files the first thing you do is close 
them. You need to open both files every time you run the 
program so you definitely will want to write this into your 
program. But if you try to open files that are already opened 
BASIC will object so close the files and save yourself trouble 
(CLOSE 1) 

On the second day 

Another operation that needs to be carried out pretty early in 
the process is setting buffers, which produces an area of 
memory that you can use to store the information you are 
entering into your database without having to put it on to 
disc every time. 

The bigger the buffer area, the faster the program runs 
by cutting down drastically on disc access time. However it 
does take room out of the Transient Program Area (the area 
of the computer where your program actually runs) so if you 
take up too much of that, you could leave yourself without 
enough room to run a complicated program. 

As we are producing a pretty simple program here we 
can give over a fair amount of space to the buffer area. So in 
an early line enter buffers 30. 
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SAI N, SAM 

ancling - and a simple practical example of Jetsam in action 



10 IF FUDS<"*.dat")<>"* THEI 40 08AD 

20 IIPUT "There are no database files on this disc. Do you want to start a new one";yS 2324 

30 IF UPPERS <LEFTS<yS,l))="Y" THEI 100: ELSE EID 0EA6 

40 PRUT" You have databases on the following subjects" 17 1C 

50 FILES "*.dat": PRIST 0998 

60 IIPUT "Do you want to use one of these, Y/I"; yS 13D1 

70 IF UPPERS <LEFT$(y$,l))="Y" THEI IIPUT "What database"; baseS:ELSE GOTO 100 1B53 

80 baseS=baseS+" . dat" : IF FIID$(baseS)="" THEH PRUT "file not found":GOTO 70 1ABF 

90 GOTO 500 03C1 

100 IIPUT "What nane for your new database :",naneS 140F 

110 namedatS=nane$+" . DAT" : nameindS=nameS+" . IID" 0DEC 

120 IF LEKnane$)>8 THEI PRUT "too long": GOTO 100 12A2 

130 FOR x=l TO 5: PRUT "lane for Field "x;:LIIE IIPUT najneS(x) : IEIT 18EF 
140 FOR x=l TO 5: PRUT "Length for "naneS<x>" f ield" ;: IIPUT leng(x) : tot=tot+leng<x) :IEXT 217B 

150 tot=tot+2 051E 

160 PRUT "Creating files for the " nameS " database" 12C5 

170 CREATE 1, nanedatS, najneindS,2, tot 0E11 

180 CLOSE 0320 



▲ The best way to understand how Jetsam works is to 
see it in action. Here is the first part of a listing to 
produce a simple Jetsam file. This of course won't work 
as it stands but will build month by month into an 
invaluable program. 

The aim is to make life easy when setting up 
databases and to produce a system where you can 
keep a number of different databases on the same 
disc. 

The program tells you what database files are 
already on file and asks if you want to start a new one. 
When prompted pick a file name (under 8 letters) and 
the program will ask you for the names of your fields. 
Five fields are available but if you want more just 
change the number in the FOR. ..NEXT loop. This will 
mean changing the FIELD command but more of that 
next month. 

The program then asks for the length of each 
field.This is the maximum number of characters you will 
use so pick a reasonable number (for example names 
will take up about 20). On the other hand the bigger the 
fields the less number of entries you can get on a disc. 
Then just wait while the program automatically 
CREATES your files. 



BASIC 



It must mean something 

The SAM from Jetsam stands for 'sequential the index file with the keyed fields (see margin 

access memory', which gives some clue as to note) and details of where to find the data file, 
how the process works. The idea is that rather If the key is the name (that means 

than sort all the information into alphabetical entering the name to find full details of the 

order you have two files - a data file (with the record) all names will be kept in order in the 

main bulk of the information unsorted) and index file. 



Now you are ready to actually open the files and start 
putting information in them. But that is just too much heady 
excitement to take in in one day so you will have to rest and 
build yourself up for another action packed episode of 'Find 
it again, Sam' next month. 



What can go wrong? 



One thing that can go wrong is the dreaded 
'Inconsistent Files'. What happens is that 
information is put to the different files at a 
different rate. The program keeps information 
in a buffer until it has enough to make it worth 
its while putting ft to disc. As there is more 
actual detail going into the data file the 
program will put information more regularly 
into one file than another. 

But if something goes wrong, and the files 
are closed when the same numbers of entries 
are not in each file, Jetsam notices and throws 
up an inconsistent files error message. This is 
a real problem so always be sure to leave a 
Jetsam program by the proper method of 
closing both files with the appropriate 



command. Once your program is running and 
debugged it is often worth adding the 
command OPTION RUN early in the program 
which doesn't allow the user to leave the 
program by using [STOP] or [ALT]c - so you 
have to leave using the proper closing 
procedure. 

As an extra insurance you can use the 
command CONSOLIDATE (the act of putting 
the information into the files) at regular 
intervals (like every time you enter 
information) to cut down the chance of the 
files getting out of sync. If you do get 
inconsistent files, the easiest thing to do is 
erase the fifes and start again. 
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THE ULTIMATE POOLS PREDICTION PROGRAM 

• MASSIVE DATABASE Poolswinner is a sophisticated Pools 
prediction aid. It comes complete with the largest database 
available - 22000 matches over 10 years. 

• PREDICTS Not just SCOREDRAWS, but AWAYS, HOMES 
and NO SCORES. 

• SUCCESSFUL SELEC guarantee that Poolswinner performs 
significantly better than chance. 

• ADAPTABLE Probabilities are given on every fixture - 
choose as many selections as you need for your bet. The 
precise prediction formula can be set by the user - you can 
develop and test your own unique method. uua <"^o n t%!$£™ 

• SIMPLE DATA ENTRY All team names are in the program. Simply type in the reference 
numbers from the screen. Or use FDCGEN to produce fixture list automatically (see below) 

• LEAGUE AND NON-LEAGUE All English and Scottish League teams are supported, 
and also the non-league sides often used on pools coupons. 
PRINTER SUPPORT Full hard copy printout of data if you have a printer. 

PRICE £18.00 (all inclusive) 





FIXGEN88/9 



AT LAST: No more struggling for hours to get the 
fixture list into the computer. FIXGEN has been 
programmed with all English and Scottish League 
fixtures for 1988/89. Simply type in the date, and the full fixture list is generated 
in seconds. Fully compatible with Poolswinner. Yearly updates available. 
POOLSWINNER with FIXGEN £19.50 (for both) 



C0URSEWINNERV3 



NOT JUST A TIPSTER 
PROGRAM, Coursewinner 
V3 can be used by experts 
THE PUNTERS COMPUTER PROGRAM and occasional punters alike 
You can develop and test your own unique winning system by adjusting the 
analysis formula, or use the program in simple mode. Coursewinner V3 uses 
statistical analysis of major factors including past form, speed ratings, course 
statistics, prize money, weight, going, trainer and jockey form etc, etc. It 
outputs most likely winners, good long odds bets, forecasts, tricasts etc. The 
database includes vital course statistics for all British courses. You can update 
the database - never goes out of date. FULL PRINTER SUPPORT. 
PRICE £18.00 (all inclusive) includes nat AND National Hunt 



t versions. 



AVAILABLE TOR AMSTRAD CPCs 

All supplied on tape ... BECs 

(Automatic Conversion to disc) sTe^SPm^ 64 " 28 



AMSTRAD PCW 
DISCS ... BM Format 

„jj„ nn . COMMODORE AMIGA 

(Add £3.00) atari ST 



Send Cheques/POs for 
return ofpostserviceto. 



SOFTWARE phone 24 hrs 

62 ALTRINCHAM RD, GATLEY, CHEADLE, CHESHIRE SK8 4DP. S 061-428 7425 



(Send foi full list of our software) 




/ 



GUTS ON 

ONE CM5C FCIH THE WIS DTP STOP PRESS <£122tD 
nc PHP FROM HO O E5C N 3 RtXJNDrrHORN UHV 
GOLDaJDRTH PHHK. UDKN4 5UHFEV Gl J21 3QN. 



The PCW951 2 Rescue Kit 

helps to overcome disc compatability problems with the other 
Amstrad computers in the following ways: 

* It can copy files from PCW951 2 discs to the 40 track discs used by the 
PCW8256, Amstrad CPC or Spectrum +3 computers. 

* It can convert most of those PCW8256 programs which fail to load on the 
PCW9512 into a PCW951 2 compatible format. 

* It can format one side of a disc with 40 or 80 tracks. 
All this using just the PCW951 2's built-in disc drive. 

The PCW9512 Rescue Kit costs £9.95 including post and packing from: 

THREE INCH SOFTWARE 

2ND FLOOR 

73 SURBITON ROAD 

KINGSTON UPON THAMES 

KT1 2HG. TEL: 01-546 2754 




EASYLABELLER 4 



PURPOSE DESIGNED TO SOLVE ALL YOUR LABELLING NEEDS 
NO FILES — NO FUSS — VERY FAST — EASY TO USE 



ORDERING 



PROGRAM FEATURES 

' Instant automatic sorting 
' Prints single labels 
' Prints multiple labels 
' Prints labels by category 
' 99 numeric categories 
' Different on line print styles 
' Up to 1000 labels on disc 
' Any size labels catered for 
' Any number across the page 

* Date stamping 

" Serial numbering 
' Label coding 
' Full on screen editing 
' Command driven 
' Over titty commands 
' Find text and chang> 
' Find text and print I 
' Instant access to a 
' On screen help 
' Set all margins, gap; 
' Pause printing betwe. 
' Printouts in listing foi 
' Scan labels for easy 

* Unlimited non print info 

e.g. telephone numbers 
' Multiple data disc capability 
' Test print for setting up labels 
' Test patterns 

* USE WITHIN MINUTES 
' Plus lots more 1 



r MORE PROGRAM 
FEATURES 

* Start all printouts from a 
particular label 

' Labels printed any number ot times 
' New disc generation 
' Serial number formatting 

* Serial number step setting 
Program help in memory 

* Program written m hi-speed^ 
' Date checking 
. Plus n i i l.|i^' 




WHAT THE PRESS SAID 

Naming a product is often a difficult 
task but in the case of EASY 
LABELLER the 'Vj. 



•ys it all. 
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• idtionery and 
~ie most powerful program 



ems 
Industries (ICI; 
lelecom 
Fred Perry Sportswear 
Michelin Tyres 
Boots the Chemist 



ARE ALL EASY LABELLER 
i CUSTOMERS! 



8000+ 



r ADDRESS LABELS 

89x36 mm 1 or 2 wide 

2000 4000 8000 

Neft 9.00 17 00 32 00 

VAT. 1.35 2.35 4.80 

TOTAL 10.35 1-9.35 36.80 

kOther sizes are available 



£29.95 



+ £4.491 

vat/ 



M.A.S.S. FREEPOST 18000+ July) 
53 DEREHAM ROAD 
NORWICH 
NR2 4BR 

TEL (0603) 630768: 
^No stamp required 



PLEASE STATE 
COMPUTER TYPE 



A DEMONSTRATION PACK FOR £5.00 + V.A.T. 

E ASY I ABE LI. ER is available from more and more retail outlets but should you encounter any 
difficulties m obtaining your copy then feel free to order direct. 
If you would like to see the program before you purchase then take advantage of our 
demonstration pack offer The program is fully functional but the number of labels is restricted 
and all output is to the screen A demonstration pack is available tor C5.00 * vat and is 
redeemable against a luT working version. 



■ 



PLEASE NOTE: EASY LABELLER is a purpose designed program and NOT a database adaption. 1 he need to 
deal with disc files is NOT REQUIRED. THOUSANDS of satisfied customers, both experienced and first time users, 
have found EASY LABELLER invaluable for producing MAILING LISTS, TICKETS, CONTINUOUS ENVELOPE 
ADDRESSING as well as a QUICK and EASY filing system. 
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FABRIC RIBBON CASSETTE RE-INKING 

Trial offer: £1.45 per ribbon 

Post used casette (s) with payment to: 

ALADDINK (Dept 80), FREEPOST 

EYEMOUTH, TD14 5BR 

(No stamp required) 

Tel: 08907 50965 



WORD INDEXER 

Comma Consultants announce the most useful PCW (8 and 9) 
software since Locoscript 

INDEXER will produce a page reference (or your manuscript of Words and Phrases, 
omitting all the words YOU do not wish to include - and it does it FAST. The result is ready to 
include in a Loco (1 ; 2) original. 

Menu-driven with full Help text 

INDEXER is for novices and experts alike, to produce an extremely useful reference to 
the contents of your Locoscript masterpiece. 

Multi-file merge for BIG documents 

INDEXER couldn't be simpler to use and really impresses publishers. 

- - £22.95 inclusive - - 

Comma Consultants Ltd 

12 Station Road 

Wootton Bassett Wilts SN4 7DZ 



MONITOR HOUSE 



SELECTED PRODUCTS • COMPETITIVE PRICES ■ USER SUPPORT 
Expanding the power of your Amstrad PCW: 

□ Blank CF2 discs: box of 10 (cased) £24.00 

□ Protext (Arnor): complete word-processing system £47.00 

□ Pocket Protext: word-processor £33.20 

□ Prospell: spelling-checker £26.30 

D Protext Filer: address list & labler £21.70 

□ Protext Office: Protext Filer & invoicer £29.75 

□ Typerite (Minerva): touch-typing course £15.95 

Q Card Index 2.2 (Comix): easy-to-use database £29.75 

□ Masterfile 8000 (Campbell): relational database £38.95 

□ Mini Office Professional: business suite £26.30 

□ Plan It: personal organiser £22.85 

D First Calc (Minerva): user-friendly spreadsheet £26.30 

LI SuperCalc 2: the classic spreadsheet £42.40 

□ Simple Accounts EXT: book-keeping & VAT £38.95 

n Intact 2 (Cavalier): three-ledger accounts £68.85 

D Teleadd (Cavalier): customer/supplier database £24.00 

□ Simple Invoicing: Intact add-on £29.75 

□ InStock 2 (Cavalier): stock control & invoicing £68.85 

□ InBusiness (Cavalier): Intact & InStock £133.25 

D Contract Accounting: InBusiness add-on £53.90 

□ Product Costing 2 (Cornix): new version £70.00 

n Job Estimating 2 (Cornix): new version £70.00 

□ Homeview (Cavalier): for estate agents £173.50 

n Diner (Cavalier): for restaurants & take-aways £53.90 

(ALL PRICES FULLY INCLUSIVE) 

For details and an order form, tick each product that interests 
you, fill in your name and address, and post today to: 

MONITOR HOUSE, PO BOX 1 23, PETERBOROUGH PE1 5EX 

NAME & ADDRESS 



—4 d vantag e 

The Independent Computer User Group 




(EP7) 56 BATH ROAD • CHELTENHAM ■ GL53 7HJ 
TELEPHONE 0242 224340 OR 0242 224848 

OUR PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE AND VAT 



The Advantage policy:- 

• We aim to despatch all orders within 24 hours 

• All prices include VAT and UK postage 

• All advertised items are normally held in stock 

• We refund payment if you are not satisfied for any reason 

Order by post or telephone. We accept Sterling cheques, PO's, Access & Vis 
Overseas customers please add £1 per disc {compilers add £3). 
Remember to state your computer and disc size. 



_ C COMPILER Full Kernighan Ritchie implementation with tutorial £29.95 

Rom Mix £ SpuT SCREEN TEXT EDITOR Use with MIX C or any other compiler £1 9.95 

s ASM UTILITY Integrate MASM80 Assembler into your C programs £8.95 




NEVADA COBOL One step compile and run, ANSI-1974 standard £29.95 

NEVADA PASCAL Floating point, sequential and indexed file I/O £29.95 

NEVADA FORTRAN With Trace facility. ANSI X3.9-1 966 Fortran IV £29.95 



HISOFT C Compiler with GSX graphics library and ED80 editor £44.95 

PASCAL 80 Extensive implementation of Jensen-Wirth with ED80 £44.95 

FORTH Fast, compact compiler with GSX graphics and ED80 £19.95 

HISOFT LISP Interpreter - Artificial Intelligence made easy £44,95 

2BASIC Advanced, powerful compiler with debugging support £59.95 

FTL MODULA 2 A powerful new language from Niklaus Wirth £49.95 

DEVPAC V2 The latest assembly language development tool £44.95 



Why not join the Advantage Independent User Group (only £12 per year in the UK, £15 Europe. 
£18 World) and get £1 off every disc you buy - £2 off all compilers. 



Two new Advantage products for low-cost creation of your own signs, leaflets, letter headed 
paper, leaflets, advertisements, title pages etc:- 

NEW fi LETAFONT Design your own fonts for screen and printer £9.95 

jfJwvuT Includes 16 standard height ready-to-run fonts plus documentation. 

new ^ POSTAFONT High Quality, almost infinitely variable size £9.95 

^ lettering with several fonts and styles plus on-disc manual. 

HISOFT KNIFE PLUS Disc Sector'File Editor. Disc Recovery £18.95 

MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL WP Spreadsheet Database Comms Graphic £27.95 

DATABASE DESK TOP PUBLISHER Highly recommended package £27.95 

DATABASE DESKTOP PUBLISHER SOFTWARE AND MOUSE for the PCW £74.95 

KOSMOS French, German, Spanish, Italian Tutors on disc EACH £18.95 

SCHOOL SOFTWARE Magic Maths. Maths Mania Better spelling EACH £14.95 

Chemistry. Biology. Physics 
RS232 SERIAL & PARALLEL PRINTER INTERFACE ADAPTOR for the PCW £49.95 



The following discs contain the best software from the public domain tailored for Amstrad PCW 
computers running CP'M Plus. Fully documented by Advantgae. Each disc has MENU selection 
and a sorted directory. . 



TEXT EDITING AND DATABASES 



ONLY £7.00 PER DISC 



• TEXT EDITOR Easy to use full screen ASCII editor with automatic word-wrap, page beaks, 
printer control - ideal for compiler source code. 

• DATABASE A relational database for storing simple data and producing reports and forms 
letters. Free format query language with macros and commands. Features on-line help. Disc 
also contains an Inventory Database. 

• FIXED ASSETS LOG Record up to 350 items and their value. For home inventory, 
insurance, stock taking control. Includes forms management and sort routine. 

• VIDEO CLERK Track your video collection. This database system features 4 sort options and 
forms management plus extensive documentation. 



SPECIALIST APPLICATIONS 



ONLY £7.00 PER DISC 



• NEW • COMMUNICATIONS Now featuring Viewdata. Prestel & Terminal Emulation Plus 
UKModem7. Kermit. MEX and utilities. 

■ PCW DESKMASTER Appointments calendar, calculator, memo-pad. cardfile database. 
Label printer, home accounts, mortgage calculator, weather forecaster + others 

* PCW GRAPHICS Drawing program. User Designed screen fonts. Ready-to-use fonts. 
Biomorph - fascinating graphic demo of natural selection, 

- STD CODES All the UK codes in NUMERIC order with corresponding exchange names 



USEFUL UTILITIES 



ONLY £7.00 PER DISC 



• COMPLEAT UTILITIES The famous NSWEEP disc manager. Superzap sector file editor. 
Unerase, DISCKITAm for 178K CF2 format. 5 MA" second drive. Screen dump + more 

■ TEXT PROCESSING UTILITIES Sideways prints text (eg spreadsheet) on its side. 
Alphabetic Sort. Word Count. WSCIean convert WP file to ASCII. Simple Spelling Checker, 
Score Card Generator, Banner Printers, Typewriter Emulator. 

■ DISC ORGANISATION Catalogue your disc collection and produce a printed indesx. File 
Finder. Archive program. Squeeze and Unsqueeze - save disc space. 



PROGRAMMING 



ONLY £7.00 PER DISC 



• THE Z80 PROGRAMMER Z80 Assembler. Disassembler . Z80 Debugger, Z80 Library. Z80 
to 8080 translators and associated utilities. 

• THE SMALL C PROGRAMMER Includes source code and lots of documentation. The 
compiler produces executable machine code programs. 

• C TOOLBOX A useful set of C Source code programs with compiled versions. 



PROGRAMS FOR PLEASURE 



ONLY £7.00 PER DISC 



• GAMES COMPENDIUM Pacman. Snake Game. Polish Pong. Chess. Othello. Mastermind. 
Spellit. Awari Life, Golf, Maze, Biorhythms. Word Search Puzzle Maker. Tic-Tac-To 

■ ADVENTURES The famous Colossal Cave Adventure plus Bestiary + Return to Arg. 

• AMUSEMENTS & DIVERSIONS 29 games which run on PCW Mallard BASIC. Startrek. 
Whichword. Lander. 3D Tic-Tac-To. Merchant. Othello. Hangman. Baseball. Civil War. 
American Football. Maze Nim Horse Races. Blackjack Spies. Crazy-8.. 



"special" ^ Buy any THREE of the discs above and choose another one FREE! 
. offer. .^ Buy any FIVE of the discs above and choose TWO MORE FREE!! 
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If you believe in hard work, free speech and have no 
patience, donl read on 




VARIABLE 
SETTER 

by Mark. L Davis 



Everyone knows that when you are 
programming in BASIC it is sensible to 
set up variables for escape codes. 
These are the complicated formulae that are 
needed for all those simple tasks that seem so 
difficult in Mallard - things like clearing the 
screen or placing the cursor at a specific spot on 
the screen. 

Set a variable, and instead of having to type 

in PRINT CHRS (27) +"E"+CHR$ (27) +"H" 

every time you want to clear the screen you just 
type print cis$ and everything disappears. 
This technique can be used to do lots of 



things, like bleeping the PCW bleeper, switching 
the cursor on and off, using reverse video, 
positioning the cursor anywhere on the screen 
or setting windows - all the sort of little details 
that make you program look more impressive. 
And now this is made amazingly easy with 
this simple program from Mark Davis. When you 
run the program it prints out on screen the 
details of all the variables and how to use them. 
It then considerately leaves you with all the 
functions defined in seven lines of BASIC (lines 
1 to 7 sensibly enough) as if you had just typed 
them in and ready to start programming at line 
1 as usual. The seven lines are saved with the 



in folumdk minus m uma una ike mam 


HCt 


is the escape code ehrMZT) 


Ml 


is ehrtfl) 


clsl 


dears the screen 


cofl 


snitches the cursor off 


cm) 


snitches the cursor on 


IMItt 


snitches inverse vUeo on 


Ml 


snitches inverse video off 


rmtta.o 


prints at <X,»> uhere I = run no and | = col no 


tNindo*t<tr,lc,or,oc) 


sets screen sin (top rou no ,left col no, no rovs.no cols) 


closet 


closes vindou to default settino 
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use EXIM and PTJ to got 

9 


i print out of these variables 



program and every time you run your program it 
defines the variables for you. 

It has all the normal functions that you use in 
virtually every program but if you have your own 
special favourites you can add them into lines 8 
and 9. If you want a hard copy of the details 
press [EXTRA] and [PTR] for a screen dump 
(unless you've got a 9512 of course). But as you 
will always be using the same variables you will 
soon get to remember their names. 

If you want to use any of these functions in 
your program you just type print and the 
variable name. For instance typing print bei$ 
will make the bleeper bleep. 

Running this before you start 
writing any program means that 
you can use all the functions 
without having to worry about 
whether you have defined them. It 
also means that it will remind you 
to define any other variables you 
need in a sensible orderly fashion. 
Funny how you can get all this out 
of such a simple idea. 



1 esc$=CHR$(27>:belS=CHR$<7> 

2 cls$=escS+"E"+esc*+"H" 

3 DEF FIat*<x,y)=escS+"Y"+CHR$<x+32>+CHH*<y+32> 

4 DEF FI wlndow*(r f l f h,H)=esc$+"X-+CHR$<32+r)+CHR*<32+L)+CHR*<314h)+CHE$(31+w) 

5 close*=FIwindow*<0,0,31,90> 

6 con$=esc$+" e" : cof $=esc$+" f " 

7 inon*=esc$+"p" : inof S=escS+"q" : ston$=esc*+" 1" : stof $=esc*+" 0" 

10 ZOHE<30>:PRIIT cls$;"THE FOLLOVIIG VARIABLES ARE LOADED IFTO THE PROGRAM" : PR I FT 

20 PRUT "esc$","is the escape code chr*<27)":PRUT:PRUT"bel$","is chr$<7)":PRUT 

30 PRUT "cls$", "clears the screen" : PR I IT 

40 PRIFT "cof $", "switches the cursor off":PRIIT 

50 PRUT "con*", "switches the cursor on": PRUT 

60 PRUT "inon*"," switches Inverse video on": PRUT 

70 PRUT" inof $", "switches Inverse video off": PRUT 

80 PRUT "fnatS(X,Y>", "prints at <I,Y) where x = row no and y = col no" : PRUT 

90 PRUT "fnwindowSttr.lc.nr.nc)", 

100 PRUT "sets screen size (top row no .left col no, no rows.no cols)": PRUT 

110 PRUT "closeS", "closes window to default setting" 

120 PRUT: PRUT" ALL THESE VARIABLES SHOULD BE PRECEEDED WITH 'PRUT'" 

130 PRUT: PRUT "you nay start your progran lines at line no 10 

140 PRUT: PRUT "use EXTRA and PTR to get a print out of these variables" 

150 Z0IE<15): 'DELETE 10-110 



0799 

0616 

0F45 

1762 

0A17 

07FE 

14F1 

2225 

1D30 

0FB5 

1328 

13DB 

14FD 

1510 

1BFA 

0D1B 

1F74 

1567 

1C3F 

19AB 

1D74 

0821 
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PATIENCE 

by Pete Gerrard 



After all the frenetic arcade type games 
last month, here is a more leisurely 
thoughtful game - more suited to 
intellectual PCW owners. It is a computerised 



form of the old game of patience you played as 
a kid. 

The cards are laid out, face down on the 
screen. You move the cursor (using the cursor 
keys) over the card of your choice, press 
[ENTER] and the card turns over. Turn over two 
cards that match (two Kings or two Aces for 
instance) and you score a point. The cards are 
removed from the screen and you then get 
another turn. What could be more pleasant. 

The only thing that spoils this gentle idyll is 
that if you don't turn over two cards the same 
the computer gets a turn. And if it picks a pair of 
cards it gets another turn. It is then you discover 



that the PCW has a better memory than you do. 

There is even a setting for the level of 
difficulty. Goodness knows what level 1 (tough) 
is like. We didn't get beyond 3. 



10 et=CHR$(27>:off»=eJ+"f": PRIHT e$+"0"; : cl$=e$+"E"+e$+"H" : on$=eS+"e" 

20 DIH de$(52),ch(13,4):a=PEEK(64504! ) : GOSUB 480: a=a*PEEK (64504! ): RAIDOXIZE(a> 

30 PRIST off$; : PRIST cl$:PRIIT clt; TAB(40> ; "* PAIRS *" 

40 ERASE de$,ch:DIK de$ (52) , ch (13, 4) : a$="A23456789TJQK" : bS="CDHS" : d$=CHH$ (138) 

50 FOR i = l TO 13:FOR j = l TO 4: de$=de$+KID$(a$, i , 1)+XID$ (b$, j , 1) : HEXT j,i 

60 FOR i=52 TO 1 STEP -1: a=I IT(RHDU)* ( (i*2)-l)+l> : IF a/2=IHT(a/2) THEI a=a+l 

70 deS(i)=XIDS(de$,a,2):deS=LEFTS(deS,a-l)+)UD*(deS,a+2):HEXT i:PRUT 

80 PRUT"Select skill level. ": PRUT: PRUT" 1 - Tough" : PRUT"2 - Average" : PRUT"3 - Easy" 

90 z$=UKEYS: IF z$="l" THEI s=l ELSE IF z$="2" THE* s=2 ELSE IF zS="3" THE* s=3 ELSE 90 

100 PRIHT: FRUT"Level "z$" chosen. ": GOSUB 480: PRUT cl»; 

110 a$=CHSt(134)+d$+d$+dt+CHR$(140):b$=CHR$(133)+"###"+CHRS(133):c*=CHR»(131)+d*+dS+d$ 

120 c$=c$fCHR$(137):FOR b=l TO 4: FOR a=l TO 13: GOSUB 540: IEXT a, b: me=0: you=0 

130 PRUT on$;:GOSUB 520: x=8: y=3: GOSUB 170 

140 z$=IIKEYS:IF zt="" THEI 140 ELSE z=ASC(zJ):IF z=13 THE! 180 




12D4 
1872 
12FD 
1803 
16D2 
1753 
1356 
1FBD 
1B36 
151E 
13EB 
1756 
0F5A 
112E 



# 



# 



150 IF z=l AID x>8 THEI x=x~6:G0T0 570: ELSE IF z=6 AID x<80 THEI x=x+6:G0T0 570 1CCF 
160 IF s=31 AID y)3 THEI y=y~8:GOTO 570: ELSE IF z=30 AID y<27 THEI y=y+8:GOTO 570 ELSE 140 2046 

170 ok=FRE(""):PRUT e$+" Y"+CHR$(32+y)+CHRS (32+x> ;: RETURI 12AC 

180 a=(x-8)/6+l:b=(y-3)/8+l:c=(b-l)tl3+a: IF ch(a,b) = l OR (x=xl AID y=yl) THEI 140 16AC 

190 ch(a,b)=2:ch=ch+l:x(ch)=a:y(ch)=b:t$=KIDJ(det(c),l,l):z=c:GOSUB 490 1505 

200 a$(ch)=t$:IF ch=l THEI GOSUB 170:GOTO 140:ELSE PRUT off$;:GOSUB 480 17B5 

210 ch=0:IF aS(l)=a$(2) THEI you=you+l:ch=0: FOR j=l TO 2: x=x(j)*6: y=(y (j )-l)*8-l 1866 

220 IF a*(l)=a$(2) THEI GOSUB 560:ch(x(j ) ,y (j ) ) = 1: IEXT j : GOTO 130 1576 

230 FOR j = l TO 2:a=x(j):b=y(j):G0SUB 540:IEXT j 105D 

240 GOSUB 520: PRUT of f$j : IF s=l THEI 410 OEAD 

250 a=UT(RID(l)*13+l):b=IIT(RHD(l>*4+l):IF ch(a,b)=l THEI 250 1309 

260 e=IIT(RID(l)»13+l):d=UT(RHD(l)»4+l): IF ch(e,d)=l THEI 260 133C 

270 IF e=a AID d=b THEI 260 ELSE x=a*6+2: y=(b-l)#8+3: c=(b~l)*13+a 127E 

280 tl$=HID$(deS(c),l,l):t$=tlS:z=c:GOSUB 490: zl=IIT(RID(l)+100+l) 1356 



* 



* 



* 



290 IF s=l OR (s=2 AID zl>25) OR (s=3 AID zl>50) THEI 300 ELSE 320 14E7 

300 IF flnd=l THEI 320 ELSE FOR 1=1 TO 13:F0R j=l TO 4:d$=JCID4(de$(i+(j-l)*13> , 1, 1) 1808 

310 IF cb(i,j)=2 AID d*=tl$ AID (iOa OR jOb) THEI e=i:d=j :GOTO 320:ELSE IEXT j,i 1BA3 

320 find=0:x=e*6+2:y=(d-l)*8+3:c=(d~l)»13+e 0D1A 

330 t2*=KID$(de$(c), 1, 1): GOSUB 480: t$=t2$:z=c: GOSUB 490:GOSUB 480 156A 

340 IF tl$Ot2$ THEI ch(a, b)=2: ch(e, d)=2: GOSUB 540: a=e: b=d: GOSUB 540: xl=0: y 1=0: GOTO 130 1C65 

350 me=me+l:ch(a,b) = l:ch(e,d) = l:x=a*6:y=(b-l)*8:y=y-l:GOSUB 560 : x=e«6 : y= (d- 1 ) «8 : y=y- 1 1BE5 

360 GOSUB 560: GOTO 240 06DD 

370 IF me>you THEI PRUT" I win by" me" to" you : GOTO 390 1502 

380 IF ne^you THEI PRUT" A tie!": GOTO 390: ELSE PRUT" You win by" you" to" me 1BA4 

390 PRUT: PRUT" Another (Y or I) ?";:PRUT on*; 13AD 

400 z$=IIKEY$:IF zS="y" THEI 30 ELSE IF z*="n" THEI EID:ELSE 400 1450 

410 FOR i = l TO 13:F0R j = l TO 4: IF ch(i,j)=2 THEI 430 0FB1 

420 IEXT j,i:GOTO 250 070F 

430 FOR k=l TO 13:FOR m=l TO 4: IF ch(k,m)=2 THEI 450 0FDD 



440 IEXT m, k:GOTO 420 0717 

450 IF k=i AID m=j THEI 440 0882 

460 cl=(j-l>*13+i:c2=(m-l)*13+k:cl$=MID*(de$(cl>,l,l):c2$=KIDS(de$(c2>,l,l) 113D 

470 IF cl$=c2$ THEI a=i : b=j : e=k: d=m: f ind=l:GOTO 270: ELSE 440 1426 

480 FOR i=l TO 2000: IEXT: RETURI 0D3B 

490 xl=x:yl=y:x=x-l:y=y-2:GOSUB 170:PRIIT t$;" ": y=y+ 1 : GOSUB 170:PRIIT " ":y=y+l 1CDD 

500 GOSUB 170:PRIIT " " ; MID$(de$(z), 2, 1) ;" ": y=y+l: GOSUB 170:PRUT " ": y=y+ 1 : GOSUB 170 18ED 

510 PRUT " ";t$:x=xl:y=yl: RETURI 0C21 

520 IF me+you=26 THEI PRUT cl*;:GOTO 370 ELSE x=0: y=0: GOSUB 170:PRIIT "J[e:":PRUT me 1E74 

530 PRUT "You:":PRUT you:RETURH 0E7D 

540 x=a*6:y=(b-l)*8: GOSUB 170: PRUT a$:FOR q=l TO 5: y=y+l: GOSUB 170: PRUT b$: IEXT: y=y+l 1EF3 

550 GOSUB 170: PRUT cS: RETURI 0AE4 

560 FOR i=l TO 7: y=y+l: GOSUB 170: PRIHT " ": HEXT : RETURI 1385 

570 GOSUB 170: GOTO 140 06D9 



# 
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LISTINGS PLUS 



Good programs needed! 


We're looking for well written programs 


To submit a listing you must 


of up to SO or so lines which we can 


supply: 


print in these listings pages each 


1) A printout of the listing; 


month. Of course, since we can fit 


2) A disc on which it is saved; 


more of the shorter listings in, and 


3) A stamped addressed padded 


they're easier to type, the longer ones 


bag for its return; 


have to be really special! 


4) An explanation of what it does 


If you can program you could earn 


and how to use it; 


hard cash and instant fame by having 


5) A signed statement confirming 


your program printed in 8000 Plus. 


that the program is your own work and 


Give instructions on an accompanying 


hasn't been submitted to anyone else. 


sheet for using the program, and if 


Send all this to Listings, 8000 


there are any useful modifications that 


Plus, Bath BA1 1EJ and allow up to 40 


readers can make by simple edits to 


days for the return of your disc - we 


customise the program, mention those 


assess the listings in a batch once a 


too. 


month. 



TELEPHONE 
CHARGER 

by Roy Archer 



Time is money. Particularly when you see 
your telephone bill. So here is a short 
program to keep you in touch with where 
all the money goes. 

If you choose auto-timer (when prompted 
press y) you will be able to time a call as it 
happens. Set the computer up to the point 
where it says "To Start OR Stop clock - Press 
any key". When the call is answered press a key 
and when you finish press another key. 
When it is completed you will see a neat 



How to type in a listing 



Load up Mallard BASIC - to do that, 
insert your CP/M disc, reset the 
machine and at the A> prompt type 
BASicfRETURN]. Now you see the 'Ok' 
prompt. Just type in the lines of the 
listing exactly as they are printed on 
the page (but not the numbers on the 
extreme right). Type list at any time 
to print out your typing so far to the 
screen; if you want a printout to pore 
over, type llist. 

Mistakes made before you press 
RETURN can be corrected with the 
DEL keys, otherwise you have to use 
the line editor. Suppose you've made a 
mistake in line 100; type EDIT 100 and 
then you can use the cursor keys and 
DEL keys to correct it Press RETURN 
when the line is OK. To delete a whole 
line, type its number only and press 



RETURN. 

When you've fininshed, save the 
program to a disc by the command 
save "FRED (or any other suitable 
name of eight letters or less). To run 
the program, type run. 

Programs rarely run first time, but 
when BASIC encounters a mistake it 
tells you where it is. 'Syntax Error in 
line 60' means a mistake in that line 
(though the actual typing error may 
have occurred in a previous line, 
causing problems in this one). Other 
error messages can often occur too. 
Use the EDIT command to correct it. 

You can rerun the program another 
day by loading BASIC up as before 
and, with the disc on which you saved 
the program in the drive, typing load 
"fred and then run. 



chart printed out on the screen telling you what 
the call has cost for the various charge bands. 

The alternative is to enter the time a call took 
in minutes and seconds (If your PCW was too 
far away at the time) 
and again it prints out 
the full range of 
possible costs. 

If you know what 
band your calls all fall 
into try adding an input 
to pick out only the 
correct entry. You 
could even write the 
details to a file (last 
month's BASIC 
tutorial) and challenge 
Telecom at the end of 
the quarter. 



And when the charges change? Mr Archer 
has thoughtfully put the variable in line 10 with a 
REM. Just find the new rate and edit the line. 



talmas cm tde/cos! mam 

le Start 01 Step click - tress uy key 




J " Jm * u 


IHI IMIJBI hUHJP 










I»t of all 


Clear late 


Standard late 




Peak late 


Leul Call tt) 


£t.K 


£♦.« 




£».1S 


lip to 35 Hilts U) 


£«.li 


£».» 




C«.M 


Over 35 nilts (bit 
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10 ch=5.06 : HEM pence charge per unit incl. VAT 

20 DATA Type of call, Cheap Rate , Standard Rate, Peak Rate 

30 DATA Local Call <L), 360, 90, 65 .REM } 

40 DATA Dp to 35 nlles (a) , 100,34. 3,25. 7 : REM ) seconds per unit 

50 DATA Over 35 miles (bl) ,60, 30,22. 5 : REM } 

60 DATA Over 35 alles (b), 45, 24, 18 :REM } 

70 eS=CHR$(27):DEF FIp$(x, y)=e$+"Y"+CHR$(32+x)+CHR*(32+y) : PRIMT e$+"E"+e$+"H" 

80 PRIIT .."TELEPHOME CALL TIME/COST MOM I TOR" : PR I IT 

90 PRIIT "Auto-tiiier ? [ Y/Il ■; 

100 iS=0PPERS(IMKEY$):IF i*="Y" THEM 120 ELSE IF i*="M" THEM 110 ELSE 100 

110 PRIIT eS"A":IMPUT "Length of call - minutes, seconds ";m,s:GOTO 200 

120 PRIIT: PRIIT eS"A"j"To Start OR Stop clock - Press any key ": WHILE IMKEY$=' 

130 POKE 64503! ,0: POKE 64504!, 0: b=0 



:WEID 



* 



115F 
15E6 
0C82 
14C3 
OCCC 
0DD5 
16F3 
157C 
OBEO 
1355 
18EA 
200C 
099B 



1 ; s; "seconds. ";e$; "q" 



140 WHILE IMKEY$="" 

150 m=PEEK(64503! ):m=10*(m\16)+m MOD 16 

160 s=PEEK (64504! ):s=10*(s\16)+s MOD 16 

170 PRIMT FIpS(10,30)e*i"p"i" Time :-■ ;m;" minutes 

180 IF m>b THEI PRIIT STRIIG$(5,CHR$(7)):b=b+l 

190 GOTO 140:WEID 

200 t=m»60+s:ch=ch/100 

210 PRIIT:GOSDB 270:FOR a=l TO 4.-READ dS:PRIMT d$; TAB (25#a) j :MEXT: PRIMT eS;"A":GOSUB 

220 FOR a=l TO 4: READ d$: PRIMT d*;:FOR b=l TO 3: READ c: IF t<=c THEM un=l:GOTO 240 

230 IF t>c THEM un=l+IIT(t/c) 

240 PRIMT TAB(25*b) : "#"jDSIMG"##.##-;ch*un; 

250 IEXT:GOSUB 270: MBIT 

260 PRIMT ,"MOTB - Rate (bl) operates only over designated 'low cost 1 routes" : EMD 

270 PRIIT STRIMG* (90, CHRS (154) ) : RETDRM 



# 



270 



06F7 
0C9D 
ODOO 
1540 
0F57 
0627 
0729 
2024 
1B37 
0AD7 
1028 
0A1E 
213B 
0E1E 



SMALL SELECTION FROM OUR WAREHOUSE 



HARDWARE & PERIPHERALS 



Amslrad PCW8256 Computer/Word Proc.+ Monitor & Printer 401.35 

Amstrad PCW8512 Computer/Word Proc.+ Monitor & Printer 516.35 

Amstrad PCW9512 Computer W.P.+ Mon.+Daisywheel Printer 573.85 

Amstrad PC1512 Double Drive Colour Home Office Pack 803.85 

Amstrad PC1640 Double Drive Mono + DMP4000 + W/P & S/S 1458.96 

FD- 2 2ND 3" Disc Drive - PCW8256 /8512 171 .35 

FD-4 2ND 3 "Disc Drive PCW951 2 (Genuine Amstrad Drive) 171.35 

FD-1 1ST 3" Disc Drive • CPC6128/PCW8256/8512 Ser. Exchange _ 

FD-2 2ND3" Disc Drive - PCW8256/85 12 Service Exchange _ 

Printwheels - PCW9512 (9 UK Styles Available) 6.61 

Pnntwheels - PCW9512 (94 Foreign Styles Available) 10.45 

Ribbon. Printer- PCW8256/8512LQ3500 PKT 6 35.94 

Ribbon. Printer Multistrike - PCW8256/8512/LQ3500 PKT 6 41.94 

Ribbon. Printer- PCW9512 PKT 6 23.10 

Dust Cover 3 Piece Set - PCW (state Model) 1 1 .44 

Amstrad CPS8256 Serial/Parallel Interface - PCW 68.94 

Lead. Printer Centronics Parallel to CPS8256 Interface 14.95 

Lead. Pritner Centronics Parallel to PCW9512 19.95 

Citizen 120D Pritner F&T NLQ Parallel 228.85 

Citizen LSP100 Printer FST NLQ Parallel 286.35 

Citizen MSP15E Printer F&T NLQ Parallel 401.35 

Citizen MSP40 Printer FST NLQ Parallel 51 1 .75 

SOFTWARE 

Caxton Condor 1 (Database & Reports Generator) - PCW 

Cornix Software retail Less 25% + E2 P&P 
Sandpiper Software Retail Less 35% + £2 P&P 

Sage Popular Accounts -CPC6128PCW 100.05 

Sage Popular Stock & Invoicing - CPC6128/PCW 70.15 

Sage Popular Payroll - CPC6128/PCW 70.15 

Locoscnpt2- PCW8256/8512 19.95 

Amsoft 3" Discs DS/ALL 3" Drives in Slip Sleeves Box 10 29.99 

Higradeetc. Bulk 3.5" DS/DD 135TP1 Blank Discs' Pkt10 25.00 

Higrade etc. Bulk 5.25" DS'DD 40/80T Blank Discs Pkt 25 25.00 

Croxley 1 1"x9. 5" Tractor Feed Paper 2 Boxes = 4000 Shis 30.78 



371. 25A 

464. 72A 

487. 77A 

723.47ANC 

930.47ANC 

102.81 C 

1 19.95 C 

62.10 C 

62.10 C 

4.96 E 

8.88 E 

18.35 D 

16.13 D 

17.80D 

8.58 D 

58.60 D 

12.71 E 

11.00E 

160.20 A 

200.45 A 

280.95 A 

334.08 A 



99.99 59.99 D 



70.04 D 
49.11 D 
49.11 D 
16.96 D 
18.99 E 
10.00 D 
8.75 D 
18.46 A 



SEND 3 18P STAMPS FOR FAST MOVING ITEMS PRICE LIST STATE FOR WHICH PRODUCTS 

ENGLAND posts ins. : (A) £5.00 (B) £14.00 (C) £3.00 (D) £2.00 (E)£1.00 (F) 50P 

(ANC) 3 Day £9.00 Next Day £12.00. Maximum UK Postal charge £6.00 per 20KG/E500. 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. All sales subject to dur Trade Terms ef Trading. 

W ■ A. V . E (Trade Dept/ 8000788) 

WALNEY AUDIO VISUAL & ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION 

53 SHEARWATER CRESCENT, BARROW-IN-FURNESS, 

CUMBRIA, LA14 3JB 

Tel: 0229-29 1 09 Hours Mon - Fri 1 0. 00-5. 00 



the SCA INTERFACE and 

REAL TIME CLOCK 



THE ULTIMATE SOLUTION FOR THE 
AMSTRAD PCW 8256/8512 & 9512 



SCA 

SYSTEMS 

UNBEATABLE 
VALUE 

£50.00 



+ VAT and P&P 

money back 

guarantee 

♦ Full duplex RS232 serial port 

♦ Duplex Secondary port 

♦ Full 8 bit parallel port 

♦ Real time clock and calendar 

♦ Rechargeable battery back-up 

♦ Solid metal casing 

♦ Demonstration 3" disc 

♦ Detailed manual on disc 

SCA Systems Ltd 
61 Ferringham Lane 
Ferring West Sussex 




♦ Operates from 75 to 19200 baud 

♦ Supports split baud rates 

♦ Simultaneous modem/printer ops 

♦ Automatic time & date stamping 

♦ High quality connectors 

♦ Fits flush to PCW 

♦ Automatic power-up program 

♦ Terminal emulation program 



DIRECT ORDER 

HOTLINE 

0903-700288 



A MSTRAD 

Machine 
Trainings 
e ducational 
Courses 



290 Wigan Road, Bryn, Wigan. WN4 0BS Tel: (0942) 727337 



CONFUSED BY YOUR AMSTRAD MANUAL ? 




WE SPECIALISE IN 

* TRAINING COURSES FOR 
LOCOSCRIPT 2 

* PRINTING HOODS FOR YOUR 
SERIES 8000 OR 9000 MACHINE 

* TRAINING MANUAL FOR 
LOCOSCRIPT 2 



WHY NOT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR SPECIALIST 
TRAINING COURSE OR OUR TRAINING MANUAL AND DISC 



TRAINING 
MANUAL 

Easy to follow training manual for Locoscript 2 

complete with 'examples' course disc which 

includes Locomail 

ONLY £9.95 

Plus 75p postage & packing 

Trade and Educational enquiries welcome 

PCW 8256 users wM need Locoscript 2 
Software 

Available from us at £19.95 



On 
6th JULY 

and 
24th JULY 



ONE DAY 
TRAINING 
COURSES 

Designed for the beginner our course 
includes 

* Training Manual 

* Course Olsc 

* Expert Tuition during the full day course. 

* Lunch and Light Refreshments 

* Completion certificate. 

Course Fee £60 

Private and Company tuition available 
Prices on request 



PRINTER 
HOODS 



* LOW COST 

* ALL METAL CONSTRUCTION 

* ACRYLIC COVER 

* SINGLE OR CONTINUOUS STATIONERY 

* FOR PRINTING UP TO 132 COLUMNS 




£55.00 

(Plus £3.00 Postage & Packing) 



Please allow 7 days delivery for manuals, 21 Days for Hoods. Cheques/Postal Orders Payable to Amtec. 



COMPUTER SERVICES 

* ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT! 



PAPER 



All prices per thousand sheets incl VA T 
11 x 9.5 60 gsm Listing £6.45 

11 x 9.5 70 gsm (±perfed £7.95 

11 x 9.5 85 gsm Letter Qual £9.95 
A4 Size 70 gsm ^perfed £9.70 

A4 Size 85 gsm Letter Qual £10.95 
A5 Size 80 gsm Letter Qual £13.90 
NCR 11 x 9.5 2-Part White £19.40 
Loose Leaf A4 £9.90 

Address Labels 

3.5 x 1.5, 1- or 2-across £3.75 

+ £2.50 P&P per order 

(Paper/Labels only) 

Continuous Letterheads, NCR sets 
from under £30 per 1000 



RIBBONS 



8256/8512 1 off 2 off 

Black High-Quality £3.95 £7.45 
Super Longlife - Double Length 
Black Fabric £4.95 £8.95 

Colours Red, Green, Blue, Brown 
Fabric Ribbons £4.95 £8.95 

9512 Carbon Film £3.95 £7.45 
NEW! 9512 Fabric £3.95 £7.45 



FREE CATALOGUE 



in 

If) 

«- 
CO 
(0 
CO 

CM 

o 

CM 

o 



DISK 

SUPERDEALS! 



- Genuine - 

AMSOFT CF2 



*»<fc I l99 for 10 

or£11.50for5 s\& 

**«$ 

"10-IN- & 
A-BOX" 

10 Artisoft 
in a smart 
box! 




Thankyou 
for your 
custom! 




(Lockable Box holds 20+ disks) 
* Box on its own just £9.95 

;/POs (no stamp needed): 

ELL COMPUTER SERVICES 

FREEPOST, Poole, Dorset BH15 1BR 

>S 0202 666155 (24 h) 




Panasonic 



UPGRADES 

FD4 ^H* 



TYPE SECOND DISC DRIVE 

1 Megabyte unformatted (720K formatted). Internal fitting 
PCW 8256 version £119 PCW 9512 version £129 

The FD4 is only available with matching off white' front panel Amstrad now supply their 
FD4 for both the PCW 8256 and 9512 

With our simple, yet fully comprehensive step-by-step instructions. DIY installation 
really is easy, even for the inexperienced. Our unbeatable prices include VAT and 1st 
class Registered Post 

CLEARANCE SALE - WHILE STOCKS LAST 

of our OBSOLESENT FD2 Disc Drives. £109 incl 

FAULTY DRIVE ? - PART EXCHANGE SERVICE 

Send us £80 plus £12 deposit (total £92) and we will send you a replacement 

FDI (drive A), or FD2. with full DIY removal/installation instructions. 

We refund your £12 on receipt of your faulty drive. 

Offers subject to availability. 



PCW 8256 Memory Upgrade 



With our best selling, internal. 256K to 51 2K memory upgrade kit. 

Our simple instructions assume no prior knowledge, experience, or skills. We supply 

tested. TOP QUALITY, fast (i50nS) chips which are jig preformed for ease of 

insertion - NO BENDING REQUIRED plus a practice' chip. 

PCW 8256 MEMORY UPGRADE KIT £54.95 
Memory Upgrade Kit plus FD4 £163 

Prices INCL UDE VA T and UK post, normally by return 
Send UK Cheques Money Orders LA or Government orders to: 



E3 



SILICON CITY 



Dept 8, Wheal Rose, Redruth, Cornwall TR16 5DR 
Access/Visa orders: Telephone 0209 891 141 



1 Bridge St, 

Galashiels 

TD1 1SW 

Tel: 0896 57004 

(24 hours) 

LOWEST PRICES 



WORLDWIDE 



■SO FT H<4 Re- 
new LOW PRICES FOR SPRING 1988 



AMX MOUSE/STOP PRESS 
£69.95 

COMMODORE COMPUTER SYSTEMS 

PC1 512k:mono display (includes database. 

spreadsheet, word processor) 369.99 

AMSTRAD COMPUTER SYSTEMS 

9512 Word processor'daisywheel printer 527.95 

8256 Single drive Word processor/printer 365.95 

8512 Dual drive Word processor/printer 488.95 

1512 RANGE (includes free software) 

1512 Single drive-mono display 435.95 

1512 Dual drive'mono display 584.95 

151 2 Single drive/colour display 579.95 

1512 Dual drive/colour display 734.95 

1640 RANGE 

1640 Single drive'mono display 539.95 

1640 Single drive/colour display 689.95 

1640 Single drive/enhanced colour display 849.95 

1640 Dual drive/mono display 674.95 

1640 Dual drive/colour display 824.95 

1640 Dual drive/enhanced colour display 984.95 

1640 Hard disk/mono display 990.95 

1640 Hard disk colour display 1144.95 

1640 Hard disk/enhanced colour display 1284.95 

PORTABLES 

PPC512S Single 720k 3.5" drive 429.95 

PPC 640S Single 720k drive with modem 549.95 

PPC512D Double 720k 3.5" drive 586.95 

PPC 640D Double 720K 3.5" drive with modem 689.95 

PRINTERS 

DMP 3250 di dot matrix 189.95 

DMP 4000 dot matrix 289.99 

LQ 3500 dot matrix (24 pin) 289.99 

PERIPHERALS 

Programmable joystick l/face 24.95 

CPS 8256 PCW Interface (RS232/Centronics) 52.95 



MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 
£21.95 

PCW SOFTWARE 

AMX Mouse/Desktop 65.95 

AMX Mouse + Desktop Publisher 62.95 

dBase II 71.95 

Database Manager Plus 28.95 

Desktop Publisher 21.95 

HisoftC 35.95 

Hisoft Forth 14.95 

Hisoft Knife Plus 14.95 

Hisoft pascal 35.95 

Locoscnpt II + Locospell 32.95 

Masterfile 8000 32.95 

Masterpack (Masterscan + Masterpaint 61 .95 

Money Manager Plus 28.95 

Personal Tax Planner 18.95 

Plan It 16.95 

Pocket Protext 26.95 

Prospell 21.95 

Sage Payslips (1000) 38.95 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus (Acc+lnv) 102.95 

Sage Popular Accounts 71.95 

Sage Popular Chit Chat Combo 71 .95 

Sage Popular invoicing 51 .95 

Sage Popular Payroll 51.95 

Sage Popular Retrieve 49.95 

Sage Statements (1000) 38.95 

Sage Super Combo (Acc+Pay+lnv) 142.95 

Stop Press Seftware only 34.95 

Supertype II 19.95 

TasSign 21.95 

Tasprint8000 11.20 

Tasspell 8000 11.00 

Tasword 8000 17.50 



49 Stoney St, 

Nottingham 

NG1 1LX 

Tel: 0602 480779 

Fax: 0602 483102 

FASTEST DELIVERY 

10 AMSOFT CF2 DISK 
£22.95 



PCW LEISURE SOFTWARE 

Annals of Rome 18.50 

Bridge Player 2000 11.95 

Carrier Command 18.50 

Clock Chess 88 1 1.95 

Colossus Bridge 4 11.95 

Colossus Chess 4 11.95 

Deluxe Scrabble 14.95 

Forth Protocol 11.95 

Guild of Thieves 18.50 

Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy 18.50 

Jinxter 18.50 

Knight Ore 14.95 

Matchday II 11.20 

Mindfighter 18.50 

Planetfall 18.50 

Professional Adventure Writer 22.95 

Starglider 18.50 

Steve Davis Snooker 11.20 

Strike Force Harrier 14.95 

The Pawn 18.50 

Time and Magik 1 1.20 

PCW EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 

Animal/'Vegetable/Mineral 1 1 .95 

Better Maths 1 (12 to 16 yrs) 11.95 

Better Spelling (9 to 14 yrs) 11.95 

Biology 1 (12 to 16 yrs) 11.95 

Chemistry 1 (12 to 16 yrs) 11.95 

Magic Maths (4 to 8 yrs) 11.95 

Maths Mania (8 to 12 yrs) 11.95 

Physics 1 (12 to 16 yrs) 11.95 

World Wise 11.95 



Credit card orders accepted by phone or mall. All prices include VAT and delivery in the U.K. Overseas locations 
all uk deliveries supplied with carriage at cost. Educational/Govt. /Commercial orders welcome, all uk deliveries 
by 1st class mail Cheques etc. payable to WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE. BY 1ST CLASS MAIL 



BY 1ST CLASS MAIL 



Film about mice 

A convenient way of protecting 
your mouse from spillages of tea 
and coffee is to put a square of 
cling film on the top and secure it 
round the side if necessary with a 
rubber band. 
Dr T Dukes 
East Dereham, Norfolk 
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Do the Locochar 

If you've used Locochar to design a 
few characters which, when run 
together, pick out your signature or 
company logo, you can save the 
trouble of having to type [EXTRA] 
plus the correct numbers in the 
right sequence by storing the 
sequence as a phrase. 



Form of address 

The usual way to store names and 
addresses in a LocoScript file is to 
make each item a separate file 
called after the person in question, 
ensuring they are all displayed in 
alphabetical order by Loco's disc 
manager. However this is a rather 
extravagant use of your 64 allowed 
directory entries (256 on a 9512, or 
8512 B drive disc) and large 
address 'books' won't fit. 

An alternative if you have a lot 
of names and addresses to store is 
to have one group as your 
ADDRESS group and have files for 



1 




More glowing tips than outside .. 
nuclear power station 



Only getting half-life out of LocoScript? Fallen out with Mini Office s manual? Not 
clicking with CP/M? Don't Just crawl into a hole, come to TipOff s, pages which are safer 
than your local reactor but even more powerful. And if you know any ways to get power 
out of your word processor or cut out background activity and waste in your CP/M 
programs, let us know - the best win £30! Getting their money counters clicking this 
month and sharing the money are Christopher Berry and David Mendel, whose identical 
tips on reversed LocoScript scree 
minutes of each other. 
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A. [COPYjing Fred's address for pasting into another document or onto an envelope 



onto the 'Offset size option' and 
move the print head to the required 
position by a combination of 
[SHIFT] plus cursor for big jumps 
and cursors only for one space 
jumps. In LocoScript 2, take [f6] 
and select 'increase offset', then 
press [ENTER] repeatedly to move 
the print head to the required 
position. [EXIT] takes you back to 
printing. 
WWMushin 
Cardiff 



The long and 
short of it 

When creating new paper types in 
LocoScript 2, always assume the 
'height' is the length of the longer 
side. When you choose between 
'Portrait' or 'Landscape' format, 
height is always vertical for portrait 
and horizontal for landscape. 
LocoScript doesn't decide for you 
which is the longest side. 
For example, your typical 



BASIC selection of greens 



each letter of the alphabet called A, 
B, C etc. Store names and 
addresses in any order under the 
appropriate letter. 

Suppose you want to insert 
Fred's address into a letter. Just 
edit file F and press [FIND], giving 
Fred as the name to look for, 
ending with [ENTER]. Store this 
address as a phrase by pressing 
[COPY] at the beginning of the 
address and again at the end, 
giving a suitable letter to save it 
under such as f. Exit and abandon 
edit, then at the right place in your 
letter just press [PASTE]f and the 



name and address falls into place. 

As a bonus, when you have 
finished printing out your letter, you 
can print the address onto an 
envelope by inserting the envelope 
and lining it up, pressing d for 
Direct printing, inserting the 
address with [PASTE]f, and 
making it print with [RETURN]. 

You may have to set the left 
offset to get the address positioned 
on the envelope OK. Press [PTR] if 
you're not already in 'printer control 
state' (which you will be if you've 
just put an envelope in). In Loco 1 , 
take [f3]=Actions and put the cursor 



You can choose a black-on- 
green/white or green/white-on- 
black screen in BASIC with the 
following commands. 

PRINT CHR$ (27)+"b"+"?" 
+ CHR$ (27) +"c" + CHR$ (0) will 

reverse out the screen while 

PRINT CHR$ (27)+"b"+CHR$(0) 



+CHR$ (27)+"c"+CHR$ (0) puts it 

back to normal. 

Thie following listing put into a 
program will enable a user to select 
dark or bright screen at the 
beginning of a listing. 
David Tatum 
Southam, Warwickshire 



10 


esc$=CHR$ (27) 




20 


bright$=esc$+"b"+"?"+esc$+"c 


+CHR$(0) 


30 


dark$=esc$+"b"+CHR$ (0) +escS+ 


C"+CHR$ (0) 


40 


PRINT "Screen [D]ark or [B] right?" 


50 


c$=INPUT$(l) : c$=upper$ (c$) 




60 


if c$="D" THEN screen$=dark$ 


ELSE screen$=bright$ 


70 


PRINT screen$ 




80 


(program continues from here ) 
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LocoScript reversed 



Though you can't use 
PALETTE.COM to change 
LocoScript's screen to black-on- 
green (or white) for sunny days as 
you can with CP/M, it is possible 
with a littte ingenuity and 
SID.COM. 

First load CP/M and at the A> 
prompt type pip. If you have an 
8000, type M:=DIR.COM, 
M:=PIP.C0M, M:=SET.COM then 



M>$id 

CP/M 3 SID - Version 3.0 

#ra: j2illoco,ens 

NEXT MSZE PC END 

A500 A500 0100 DAFF 

Is7aca 

7ACA CD 3e 

7ACB 13 cO 

7ACC 07 

7ACD D3 H 

? 

#ua: jSllloco.ens 

0148h record(s) written, 



insert side 3 of your discs and type 
M: =sid . com finishing each with 
[RETURN] (on a 9512 you don't 
have to change discs). Finally 
change to the M drive by typing 
M: [RETURN]. Now insert a disc 
with an expendable copy of your 
LocoScript startup disc - don't use 



your master under any 
circumstances! 

From now on some of the 
figures you type may change 
depending on the version of 
LocoScript you have. 
9512 owners (version 2.11): Type 

SID thenRA:J211LOCO.EMS:a 
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)riye A: . I Drive 








165k used Bk frpe 31 fil*s|418k u 


sell 2S8k free 69 flips 8k used 292k free 


4 files 




E3BKM&U group 4 Ok group 
HliMTSb Ilk group 5 Ok group 


418k group 4 0k group Gk group 4 Ok 

1 Ok group 5 Ok ADDRESS 2k grouo 5 Ok 




group 2 Ok group G Ok group 


2 Ok group G Ok group 2 Ok gro 


up G Ok 




group 3 0k gruup 7 0k| group 


3 Ok group 7 0k| group 3 Ok gru 


jp 7 Ok 


A: group £5 files 
4 linbo files 




HiMMiRESS 6 tiles 


B: group 
linbo fi 


dS files 






hnbo files 


es 




mmg—s^ lesHP:™ 


Ik 
2k 


NULL .BSC 2k 
MULL .DOC 2k 


BANC I .CEN 
BANGUI .CEN 


2k 
2k 




J . Ik 4 hidden 


75k 


INTRSINC.DOC Ik 


BDOSIEMP.BfiK 


4k 








NONSENSE. 000 2k 


BDOSIENP.CIN 


2k 




J204LOC0.EMS 41k 




POPE JP .1 2k 








JJK .01 2k 




lEMPLAir.SlD 2k 


BODGE 2 .CON 


2k 




JJK .03 Ik 






B0DCE2 .CEN 


2k 




JJKJ .01 2k 






B0DCE3 .BAK 






LOCOHML.JOV 7k 






BODGE 3 .COM 






IOC0SPEL.JOV Gk 






BODGE 3 .CEN 






NONSENSE. 001 2k 






COPVASN .BAK 






NONSENSE. 002 Ik 






COPVASM .COM 


2k 




NONSENSE. 003 Ik 






COPVASM .GEN 


4k 




NONSENSE. 004 Ik 






CSECURE .BAK 


4k 




NONSENSE. 005 Ik 






CSECURE .CON 


2k 




PHRASES .STD Ik 






CSECURE .CEN 


4k 




SENSI8LE.DOC 2k 












SETTINGS. STD Ik 






DRIUE2 .CEN 


2k 




SOURCE .B0C Ik 






ENSPAICH.BAK 


4k 





few lines of garbage appear 
saying things like 'NEXT' and 
'MSIZE'. Type s7aca and the 
letters cd should appear. Type 
3e[RETURN] and immediately 
follow that with cufRETURN] then 
o[RETURN]. Finally press 
[EXIT][RETURN] and 

WA : J2 1 1 LOCO . EMS[RETU RN]. All 

this is done on your expendable 
copy, so there's no lasting harm 
done if you make a mistake: just 
make a new copy and go back to 
the beginning 

Get back to CP/M by pressing 
[STOP]. Your disc should now start 
up LocoScript as normal but with a 
reversed screen. 
LocoScript 1 .2: As above but 
replace the .EMS filename given 
with J20LOCO.EMS and instead 

Of s7acatype s876a. 

LocoScript 2.12: As above but 
replace the .EMS filename given 
with J212LOCO.EMS and instead 

of s7acatype s7796. 

Other versions: As above but 



25x50 envelope is actually '50 high 
by 25 wide'. If you naturally 
assume it's wider than it is deep, 
you end up with 'Landscape' being 
tall and thin! 
Arthur Wardell 
Halifax 



Retrieve space 

Sagesoft Retrieve isn't, as is often 
claimed, 'impossible' to run on an 
8256! The following steps make it 
work on an unexpanded single- 



drive PCW. 

Using RPED (insert your CP/M 
work disc and type basic rped, 
select 'edit new screen', insert your 
Retrieve work disc and give 
RT.SUB as the filename to save) 
create a file RT.SUB on your 
Retrieve disc consisting of: 
pip 

<M : =A : * . * 
< 

M: 
DATABASE 

To use Retrieve, start CP/M up 



Any way you like 



Using Database's The Desktop 
Publisher, you can design and print 
out your own alphabets. For right- 
to-left alphabets such as Hebrew 
you have the problem of back- 
spacing twice after each letter. If, 
however, you design the letters 



upside down, then by selecting the 
Text option to 'left', and type new 
lines downwards instead of 
upwards, your characters come out 
right-to-left and the right way up. 
Rev. David Warner 
Whitchurch, Hants 



THE HEBREW BIBLE 
The Hebrew language Is written from right to left. The 
vowel sounds, which were added between the sixth and tenth centuries 
by the scholars known as the Massoretes, are shown by dots and 
symbols beneath or above the letters, in some ways not dissimilar 
from the Pitman Shorthand System. As an example, here are the first 
two verses of Genesis. 

\m m) ran m Dt* ma rrfira 

. T T » : ■ - T " ■ ' T T ■• : 

D-rfTK nm Dtnn ^s Km litn inti nrrn rroi 

" : -:v: t t : t v t t : 

:™ "H-fl iWTID 



as normal, insert your Retrieve disc 
(side A) and type submit rt. The 
contents of the Retrieve disc will be 
copied to the memory. When the 
opening menu of Retrieve is shown 
on your screen, remove the 
Retrieve disc and replace it with a 
data disc. Proceed as indicated. 
Enter filenames without a drive at 
the beginning (ie. no 'A:'). When 
the message Please put the 
disc for B: into the drive 
appears, press [RETURN] and 
ignore the B: prompt - the point is 
that Retrieve now regards your 
drive M as A and drive A as drive 
B. From now on a single data disc 
should be enough for most 
purposes. 

Francis and Sandra Pettit 
London 



Dodging the draft 

It can be very dismaying to find 
how quickly the 9512 gets through 
printer ribbons, especially when 
you only want to do a draft copy of 
a document. 

Rather than waste a new 
ribbon, it is possible to fool the 
printer by putting in a used ribbon 
with the ribbon cut so that the spool 
just revolves round, and then print 
out using inexpensive carbon 
paper sandwiched between a scrap 
piece of A4 and the paper you want 
to print on. One sheet of carbon 
paper lasts for dozens of prints. 
Tony Shorey 
Harrow, Middlesex 



Quick post codes 

Entering postcodes is always fiddly 
because of the constant change of 
shifts to get the capitals and 
numerals. However, the easy way 
to do it is to use 'numeric lock'. 

Just press [ALT][ENTER] and 
all letters you type thereafter come 
out in upper case - but the 
numbers stay as numbers. After 
typing in the postcode press 
[ALT][ENTER] again to revert to 
normality. 

It's possible by certain 
keypresses to select numeric lock 
by accident, so if you find your 
keyboard is behaving in the above 
way, press [ALT][ENTER] to go 
back to narmal. 
Rev Peter Beale 
Bulford, Wilts 

BASIC integrity 

Most programs in BASIC use 
integers, and it's a bit tedious 
having to make all your variables 
have a per cent sign - a%, b% and 
so on. However you can put the 
NneDEFiNT a- z somewhere in 
your program and then all variables 
with no marker - ie. a, b and so on 
-will be integers. 

Fractional or very large (larger 
than 32767 or less than -32768) 
numbers can then be suffixed by a 
! mark, ie. a!, b! etc. 
Stephen Younger 
St Andrews, Fife 
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substitute the correct filename 
for your version (type die 
a: [full] before using SID and 
look for a file name like 
J(something)LOCO.EMS. Use 
this instead of the ones given 
above). Also you'll need to find 
the correct address to substitute 
for s7aca above; after loading 
up you .EMS file into SID, type 
17500[RETURN] and lines of 
assembly language appear. 
Keep pressing i[RETURN] until 
you see two lines call ???? 
(where ???? is a hex number, ie. 
numbers plus A to F) followed by 
out F7. The number at the left 
of the CALL line is the address 
to substitute for 7aca. 

Not as difficult as it looks, 
honestly! So long as you work 
with expendable discs any 
mistakes you make won't matter. 
Christopher Berry, Berkshire 
David Mendel, Norfolk 



Crude mail 

A crude but effective way for 951 2 
(and LocoMail) owners of writing a 
letter to someone you've written to 
before is to 'Fill' the original (with 
the cursor on the original, just 
press f) then cut the unwanted text 
leaving the addressee's details, 
your letterhead etc intact, then 
adding the new text. (You don't 
need any LocoMail commands in a 
document to fill it). 

This is faster than copying and 
editing the old document, and 
saves having to make a separate 
TEMPLATE. STD for each 
addressee (another effective but 
rather profligate way of doing it). 

The Fill exit menu gives the 
option of printing without saving, so 
is handy for documents which don't 
need to clutter up discs. 
Arthur Wardell 
Halifax, Yorkshire 

BASIC tests 

In a test where a variable may 
have a number of values, a 
complicated line like if a$="Y" 

OR a$="N" OR a$="P" OR 
a$="X" OR a$="T" OR a$="S" 

then . . . can be shortened - just 
define a variable test$ equal to 
"YNPXTS". 

The test line then becomes if 

INSTR(test$,aS)<>0 THEN... 

Stephen Younger (again) 
St Andrews, Fife 



Stranded with your PCW on a 
desert island which by an 
incredible stroke of luck has a 
240V 50Hz square three-pin 
electrical socket, which eight tips 
would you take with you? This 
month a few favourite uses of 
LocoScript's phrases... 



Creating them 

Put the cursor at the beginning of 
the phrase to be stored and 
press [COPY]. Move the cursor 
to the end of the phrase and 
press [COPY] again (or [CUT] 
which removes the phrase) and 
you're asked for a reference 
number or letter to store the 
phrase under. Take a letter as 
numbers refer to blocks; these 
are used for longer passages of 
text rather than the brief 
sequences under consideration 
here. From now all you do to 
reproduce your phrase is press 
[PASTE] then the letter you 
stored it under. 



Saving them 

The problem is that the phrases 
are stored in the PCW's memory 
and disappear when you switch 
off. To get round this: 
LocoScript 1 While editing your 
document press [f8] 'Blocks'. 
Select 'save all phrases' - you 
see displayed the letters which 
have phrases stored under them. 
Back in the disc manager you'll 
see a file PHRASES.STD in 
group - if you move this to your 
startup disc (erasing the old 
PHRASES file) then the phrases 
will always be available if you 
startup from that disc. 
LocoScript 2 From the disc 
manager select [f1] 'Actions' and 
select 'show phrases'. Spurious 
phrases can be deleted with the 
[-] key and the correct set can be 
saved using the 'save phrases' 



Desert Island Tipoffs 



option under a suitable name. To 
load up these phrases next 
session, put the cursor over the 
file the phrases were saved in 
and press [f1] selecting 'load 
phrases'. 

Normal service 

The most usual use for phrases 
is standard sequences such as 
'Yours sincerely, Abraham 
Zapruder' or 'Please pay up 
within 10 days or you'll be sorry' 
or your address and phone 
number. You can include carriage 
returns, tabs, even codes for 
layout changes. Playwrights can 
set up a phrases file with their 
characters under each letter 
followed by an indent tab 
([ALT][TAB]) which indents the 
speech automatically. 



the text to offset the text. For 
example the sequence 

(+LS0) (+B) (+P17) [SPACE] ( + 
P10D)X[RETORN] (+P15) [SPAC 
E] <+P10D)X [RETURN] (+P12) [ 
SPACE] (+P10D)X(-P) {-B) (- 

ls) [return] prints out the letter 
X in a thick headline style by 
virtue of two overprints. 

If you have the above 
sequence stored as a phrase, 
under H say, you can automate 
the process considerably. Type 
out your headline and make a 
phrase of this under T say. Then 
[PASTE]h and in place of the 
three X's [PASTEJt. Your 
headline is completed. 

Remember if you want to 
centre things you'll want the 
centre code on each line and a 
space of pitch 1 7 immediately 
after each X, or else the text 
won't quite centre properly. 



Testing time 

Often you want to 

try out a few fancy 

effects - a table 

full of fancy bolds, 

italics, pitch 

changes, new 

layout codes and 

so on - without printing out the 

whole page they're on. The 

quickest way to do it is to make a 

block or phrase of the text, [EXIT] 

the document, take d for 'Direct 

printing from the disc manager 

and paste in the block or phrase, 

getting it printed by pressing 

[RETURN]. 

Make the headlines 

You can get solid headline styles 
from LocoScript by overprinting 
bold letters two or three times, 
slightly offset from each other. 
This is done with a combination 
of setting line spacing to zero for 
overprinting and insertion of 
spaces of different sizes before 
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Freelance bottle packer 
46 Scunthorpe Rd, Goole 
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C=Create new document E=Edit document P=Print document 
f2=Disc f3=File f4=Group f5=Document f6= 
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Show phrases 



1! 

C: 
D: 
E: 
F: 

G: 
I: 
M: 
N: 
P: 
R; 



Ihank.you.for.your.il 

Cash. with. orders 

I. look, forward, to. hear i.. 

Vours. sincerely 

Yours. faithfully 

Vours 

Invoice. No.. 

Marketing. and. Sal es<* 

Credit. Note. No.. 

Pa id. with. thank sf 

Our.Ref:. 



group 466k 

group 1 0k 

group 2 0k 

group 3 0k 



71 files 
uo files 



group 4 
group 5 
group 6 
group 7 



.GEN 2k 

.GEN 2k 

■ BfiK 4k 

.GEN 2k 

.BAK 2k 

.COM 2k 

.GEN 2k 

.BAK 4k 



EMSPATCH.CO 
EMSPATCH.GE 
GEN80 .CO- 
GRABBER ,GE 
HANG .GEi 
J14CPM3 .EM 
J204L0C0.EM 
L2B0 .CO 



Accent on languages 

tf you constantly use foreign 
languages you will be making 
good use of LocoScript 2's 
extended set of accents. 
However the accents are often 
not obtained in an obvious way - 
umlauts are [EXTRAJw and so on. 
You can quicken things up by 
storing combinations of letters 
and accents as easier to 
remember phrases - [EXTRAJe 
for e-acute, [EXTRAJw for w- 
circumflex and so on. 



Supersub 

Mathematicians and chemists 
who frequently need super and 
subscripts can store them in 
phrases - eg. phrase T would 
store a superscript 3 using the 
sequence <+pi7) <+sr) <+b)3 

(-P) <-SR) (-B). 

The bold stops the superscript 
letter looking too spindly. The 
same trick can be used with 
decimal points by phrasing 
superscripted full stops. 

Of course LocoScript 2 users 
can select superscripts and 
decimal points from the 'Symbol' 
set, though it gets a bit tedious 
continually super-shifting over 
from and back to the normal set! 



8000 PLUS 65 




These pages provide a guide to the best software 
around for the Amstrad PCW. Published in three monthly 
parts, this time it's the turn of Spreadsheets, Games and 
Graphics to face the ultimate test. We've set out to test 
every piece of software we could lay our hands on, and 
to give you enough information to decide which program 
is the one you're looking for. 



The selection isn't comprehensive, but the 
software listed here represents what we think is the best 
of that currently available. As well as a brief summary of 
what they do, there are the main Plus and Minus points 
for each program - Pluses have a D by them, Minuses a 

. Those we think are particularly noteworthy have a 
corner stamp - have fun window shopping! 



•SPREADSHEETS* 



If a database replaces an address book, then a 
spreadsheet replaces the back of an old 
envelope. It is really an electronic piece of paper 
which allows you to jot down numbers, juggle 
them around and analyse the cost benefits of a 
situation. Vital for businesses, spreadsheets can 
be useful to home users too: if you want a bank 
loan you will find that showing your bank 
manager a spreadsheet printout of your living 
expenses answers a lot of questions! 

A typical spreadsheet has a grid of rows and 
columns. This grid forms a screenful of cells 
identified by their column and row numbers, e.g. 
A3, K36 etc. Each cell can contain a simple 
number, some text to make the page easier to 
read, or a formula telling the spreadsheet to 
work out a number using values from 
elsewhere. The power of spreadsheets is in this 
last category, formulae. You can make a cell's 
value depend on the value of cells above it, or to 
the left of it, and this value is then automatically 
updated if changes are made to the other cells. 

So how do you choose between the various 
spreadsheets? One difference is sheet size, i.e. 
the number of cells you are allowed to work 
with. You'll need a few hundred for home use, 
and 1000 or more for business use. Another 
area is the range of formulae that you can use - 
all spreadsheets allow simple column and row 
totalling, but with some you can get complex 
statistical analyses too. As with all software, 
think very carefully what you will need before 
choosing. 



MINI OFFICE 
PROFESSIONAL 

£29.95 • Database Software • 0625 878888 

Mini Office is a suite of five integrated programs - database, 
word processor, graphics module, comms package, and a very 
good spreadsheet. Broadly similar to SuperCalc in operation 
with usual features of auto or manual recalculation, replicating 
of rows/columns, powerful range of arithmetic functions etc. 
Printout is a strong point ■ rows/columns can be put into 
italic/bold etc, and prints draft, NLQ or even sideways! Can 't 
sort and can't just save data or structure of a spreadsheet, but 
maximum size of spreadsheet is claimed to be 320k. You can 
use the data from a spreadsheet in the graphics module 
directly, though the manual is pretty useless at telling you how 
to do this. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
D Good, full-featured easy to use spreadsheet 

□ Prints in draft, NLQ or even sideways 
D Maximum size of spreadsheet 320k 

□ Can transfer data directly to graphics module 

a Manual is little more than an index of commands 

m Working out how to transfer data to graphics module requires 

a lot of inspired guesswork 
m 'Save' options not as versatile as SuperCalc 

CRACKER TURBO 

£49.95 • Software Tech • 0277 220573 

A spreadsheet designed with advanced calculating power firmly 
in mind, including statistical functions. The screen layout is 
totally defined by the user, and cell value calculations can 
almost be full programs, e.g DO ... WHILE. It might prove too 
complex if all you want is simple spreadsheet operations. The 
screen messages are very helpful though. Turbo is claimed to 
be faster than Cracker 2 though sometimes isn 't noticeably so. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
D Can cope with very complex formulae 



a Flexible screen format defined by the user 

□ On-screen prompts are very clear 

Q Graphs/charts can be automatically produced 

1 Documentation is large, but obscure and confusing 

m You've got to do a lot of work just to get started 

m Very complex for quick, simple applications 

■ Needs some programming skills to get the most out of it 

m Free workspace is on the small side (17k) although memory 
is used efficiently 



£59.99 • Caxton -01-2519494 

If you want a traditional spreadsheet. Scratchpad Plus has 
most of the features you could want and more. Using "virtual 
memory" means you can have a huge data area, and the 
screen can be divided into windows to view different parts at the 
same time. Many of the commands bear a remarkable similarity 
to the big business spreadsheet Lotus 1-2-3 . 
PLUSES * MINUSES 

□ Virtual memory means you can have large spreadsheets 

□ Multiple windows - you can see all parts you want at once 

□ Good control over formatting 

a Vast range of calculations possible 

m Documentation sorely needs an index 

N Screen prompts are cryptic; you need the manual to hand 

m No provision for automatic execution from files 

1 No graphical output facilities 



£49.95 • Amsoft/Sorcim 



2 
091 567 3395 



The best selling spreadsheet, officially endorsed by Amstrad. 
SuperCalc 2 is broadly similar to Scratchpad Plus , and at least 
as effective, but it has a smaller workspace and is less flexible 
about the allowed spreadsheet dimensions. You can store 
sequences of commands for repetitive calculations. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

□ Excellent manual - sections for beginners and experts. 

a Can store sequences of commands and run later run from 

files 
D "Data Interchanged' allows you to transfer spreadsheet data 

to other applications 
n Comprehensive range of calculation functions available 

□ Screen can be split into 2 windows 



66 8000 PLUS 



THE GOOD SOFTWARE FILE 



SPREADSHEETS • GRAPHICS 



* Spreadsheet is limited by memory size 
p No graphical output facilities 



Fl 

£29.95 



Minerva Systems • 0392 37756 



Touted as a quick and simple to use program for the beginner, 

this is nevertheless quite a powerful spreadsheet, with a large 

capacity, ability to replicate formulae, export etc. Really it's not 

vastly more user-friendly than the rest but a good value package 

ail the same. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

□ A lot of program for the money 

D Good tutorials with demo files 

G Simple to use but reasonably sophisticated 

■ Not much easier to use than more powerful packages 



■ IMG 

£49.95 each • Cornix Software • 0462 682989 

Both these programs aim to provide help to small businesses by 
keeping track of costs. You break down the job/product you are 
doing into small units and specify the cost of each basic 
component. The programs then analyse your profit margins and 
can produce printed quotes to convince customers you are 
superb value. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

□ Well written manual aimed at businessmen not programmers 
D Simple and robust to use 

□ Changes in material cost instantly reflected in all quotes 
3 Neat way of doing on-the-spot quotes 

i Can't add new components to a description after it's set up 

i Cost of one component can't be dependent on another 

■ Inflexible design of printed quotes might be inconvenient 

i Generally only suited to smallish businesses 



£39.95 • Davis Rubin Associates • 0386 841181 

A fairly traditional spreadsheet but with a few surprising 
features. It's not particularly large or fast, but is attractively 



priced and has all the basic functions. Can form part of an 
integrated system with the other Pocket products. A safe buy for 
the first-time user, and the documentation is up to the usual high 
MicroPro standards. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

□ Good range of mathematical calculation functions. 

□ Good documentation - sections for beginners and reference. 

□ You can preset a course of cells to visit, for form filling. 

G Can be integrated with other Pocket products, eg ReportStar 

I Screen size is very small - 10-15 spreadsheet rows,. 

■ No auto-recafculate facility 

& It's not very fast 

ft You can't type heading text etc. over adjacent columns 



£24.95 • Proteus Computing • 01-748 2302 

Rotate is a simple utility program to print out text files rotated 
through 90 degrees on the paper. This gives you more columns 
per page which will be needed for some programs, like large 
spreadsheets. 
PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

□ Simple menu-driven program does just what it says 

□ Four print fonts, can be used with unrotated files too 
m. The quality is not all that good 

U Only prints plain text, no subscripts, underlining etc. 
■ No specific support for non-Amstrad printers 



IVHJLTI 

£69.99 • MicroSoft/NewStar • 0277 220573 

A well established package with all the features you would 
expect of a reasonable spreadsheet — it just lacks that 
something extra that recommends some of the newer ones. No 
support for command reading from files, or for "virtual memory". 
Adequate, but there are better for the money. And the manual 
can kill at twenty paces' 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

a Functions easily entered by menu selection 
D Full range of features and functions 

□ On-screen help text is available as you go 

□ Sheets can be interlinked and data transferred between them 
ft You need a computing degree to understand the manual 

■ No support for automatic execution 

■ Workspace is limited by CP/M memory space 

■ Printer output a bit cumbersome 



•GRAPHICS • 



You can use a graphics package to create and 
store diagrams and drawings on disc, to be 
amended, adjusted or printed out at will. 

There are three main types of graphics 
package: art, technical drawing and graph 
plotting programs. In art packages the emphasis 
is on designs and pictures, with freehand 
drawing facilities, a selection of pretty text fonts 
and a variety of patterns to fill areas with. These 
are made much more effective and easier to use 
if you have a mouse. 

Technical drawing packages concentrate on 
shapes, such as squares and polygons, lines 
and labels. Finally graph plotters will take your 
data and turn them into bar charts, pie charts 
and so on. 9512 owners will have to buy a dot 
matrix printer to do all this, of course. 

COMPLEMENT 

FONTS & BORDERS 

£12.50 • Dragonfly Designs 

Although it can be used with all the main DTP packages , this 
latest complement disc was designed to work alongside Stop 
Press. The 1 1 fonts supplied on the disc show consistant good 
design and artistic flair and are easily loaded. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

□ The fonts provide a very professional finish. 

□ It is possible to rotate and reverse elements. 

□ Very user-friendly. 

■ Setting up borders tends to be difficult and time-consuming. 



Printed output could be better (but it is still above 
average). 



£49.95 • Digital Research • 0635 35304 

This is a drawing utility, which allows you to compose designs 
from circles, polygons, lines and a wide variety of shadings and 
styles of text. It's very cumbersome to use unless you also 
have a light pen or a mouse, and overall not very friendly. Not 
recommended unless you 're ready for some hard work. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
n When pushed, it can produce very neat diagrams, even on 

the standard PCW printer 
□ Good, professional manual (although no mention of Amstrad 

specifics) 
m You need CP/M expertise to get it installed and going 
■ Painfully slow screen handling 
I Difficult to use by keyboard alone - you must buy a lightpen 

or mouse 



£49.95 • Digital Research • 0635 35304 

A rather specialised package, specifically for presenting 
complex data in graph form. Can produce line graphs, bar 
charts, piecharts, scatter plots, text, and compositions of any 
mixture of these. Very flexible, and easily operated by menus, 
but really needs a graph plotter to do it justice. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

□ Can read data from certain spreadsheet programs 
(e.g.SuperCalc) 

□ Extensive annotation of your designs and text placing is 
possible 

□ Good, professional manual (although no mention of Amstrad 
specifics) 



□ Supports a colour graph plotter as an output device 

m You need to have some CP/M expertise to get it installed and 

going 
m There is no way of joining points by a smoothed curve 

LIGHTPEN/ 

MOUSE ART 

£79.95 or £129.95 • Electric Studio • 0462 675666 

Ostensibly you are buying a piece of hardware — a light pen, or 
a mouse, that can be used with many PCW graphics programs, 
like DR Draw. In practice, its main use is with the software that 
comes with it, a very good picture drawing package. You can 
freehand draw, get airbrush effects, create polygons and 
circles, and move blocks of pixels. Great fun. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

□ Light pen hardware is a simple plug-in module 

□ Can use freehand pen or cursor keys for accuracy 

□ Menu selections are easy to understand 

□ Full range of functions for area filling, shading and spraying 

□ Blocks of pixels can be moved and copied 

■ You would need to know your way around CP/M to use the 
lightpen itself with other graphics programs 

■ Items on the screen are purely pixels, not distinct elements 
tt No positioning of items by numeric co-ordinates for accuracy. 

MASTER PAINT 

£19.95 • Database Software* 0625 878888 

A WIMP environment graphics package (windows, icons , 

menus, and pointer) which will run with Kempston, AMX or 

Electric Studio mice. Usual facilities for drawing curved or 

straight lines, polygons, boxes, circles and ellipses, and a host 

of 'fill ' patters. 'Undo ' function and eraser facility, plus the ability 

to zoom in on a part of the picture and make pixel-by-pixel 

changes. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

D WIMP environment makes it easy to use 

□ Zoom function lets you fine-tune your pictures 

□ Good range of effects 

□ Undo and erase facilities 
ft Text fonts are boring 

m Can't move large blocks with the copy function 



£69.95 • Database Software* 0625 878888 

A device which clips on to your printer head and scans pictures, 
sending the digitised result to disc. You can then use the 
pictures in desktop publications or in other graphics packages, 
such as Master Paint. Very useful for newlsetter production but 
the claims for Master Scan as a low-cost fax machine are 
grandiose - the quality of scanned text is poor if the text is 
anything less than headline size. 
PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

□ Simple method of getting good digitised graphics 
G Suitable for all desktop publishing programs 

□ Contrast control useful 

■ Quality of scanned text is bad - no good for faxes 
i Problems with illustrations containing lots of grey 



£9.95 • Independent User Group • 0242 224340 

It's easy to ring the changes with the five fonts provided on this 
poster program because you can have either solid or hollow 
characters in one of six patterns. Very good value for money 
but best for the occasional poster producer. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

□ Its really good value for money. 

c You can freely mix fonts and styles 

1 The print commands are contained in a file which you have 

to create yourself. 
ft No warning if the poster is too big for the paper. 

LIGHTNIN 

£19.95 • CP Software • 0993 823496 

A very clever add-on to normal Basic whichworks on three 
levels. The first contains all the everyday commands, whilst the 
second and third levels are used for designing icons, characters 
and sprites. There is something in it for everyone, whether an 
experienced Basic programmer or a beginner. A useful all round 
graphics tool 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

□ Simple and easy to use 

□ Makes simple Basic programs look really professional 
G Good fun to use 

m Documentation can be unclear 
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range includes the following: 

fl disc of Fonts and Borders, auailaole for all four DTP programs. The material 

includes Art Deco, ftrt Nouueau and Celtic borders, along with other styles. 

The fonts include this one for bulk text as well as three complementary Art 

Deco styles and two different Art Nouueau forms. Also included on the disc 

is a Locoscript file of Hints and Tips on Desktop Publishing. 

For Neuisdesk International users only, this is a disc of templates with text 

areas already laid out on the page. Various paper sizes are supported as well 

as disc labels, personal organiser pages and more. 

Also only for Neusdesh users, this disc has Borders already positioned on the 

page, saving time and effort in page layout. Less then 402 of the borders are 

from the material on 'Complement', the rest are new designs including those 

bordering this aduertisment. 

Fl disc of first class wildlife snip-art from line drawings by Michael Kay, There 

is not a cartoon amongst these beautiful pictures. For Stop Press, Newsdesk 

and Desktop Publisher. £ Fleet Street by request, £3 per disc extra. 3 

Not a disc, but a transparent overlay to assist in page layout. [ For Newsdesk* 

'inches only > and Stop Press 'inches and cms > with full instructions. ] 

Priced at C 3.95 per overlay, 
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DOUBLE-JAY Software 



Software for the AMSTRAD CPC 6128, all PCW's and IBM compatibles 

CASH BOOK CPC • CASH BOOK PCW • CASH BOOK PC 

ELECTRONIC CASH ANALYSIS 



Simple cash analysis and budget control. Quick postings, easy updates, automatic date 

sort, balance calculation and standing orders. Full and partial statements and summaries. 

Ideal for keeping track of all income and expenditure. 



". . . refreshingly user-fnendly and an effective means of keeping tabs on expenditure for 
both home and small business users. "-CWTA'PCW November 1987 
". . . has some good facilities for handling standing orders that would seem ideal for keeping 
track of a personal account. '-8000 PLUS November 1987 

CASH BOOK - You'll wonder how you ever managed without it' 

CASH BOOK CPC/PCW E13 

CASH BOOKPCE18 

CPC/PCW versions run under CP/M Plus and are supplied on 3" disc PC version runs under 

PC/MS-DOS and is supplied on 5.25" disc. 

Prices include manual, postage, packing and despatch by return post. 

Cheques and PO's only. Overseas orders add E1 

DOUBLE-JAY Software and Services, PO Box 5, REDRUTH, Cornwall TR16 4JJ 

Please state computer type when ordering 



DOUBLE-JAY- Practical Software at Realistic Prices 




SMART 







Protect Your Computing Equipment With 
BBD PROFESSIONAL DUST COVERS 

In todays economic climate where equipment failure costs time and 
money protecting your hardware from wear and tear is the smart thing 
to do and the smart way to do it is with dust covers from the BBD 
Professional Range. 

Manufactured from top quality washable nylon and attractively finished 
with contrasting piping BBD covers are simply the smartest protective 
covers available. 

BBD covers can be washed and ironed without fear of fading or 
shrinking and will never crack or loose their shape. 
With all these superlative features you might expect BBD covers to be 
a little expensive. Nothing could be further from the truth. 

AMSTRAD PCW 8256/85 1 2 : £ 1 1 .95 

In light grey with green piping. 3 piece set 
AMSTRAD PCW 95 1 2 : £ 1 3.95 

In ivory with green piping. 3 piece set 

BBD also offer a wide range of matching covers for the printers from 
only £5.00. 

These include Amstrad DMP 2000,3000 and 3 1 60, Amstrad DMP 
4000 and LQ3500, and a selection from Brother, Canon, Citizen, Epson, 
Star etc. etc. Generally covers for 80 column printers are £5.00 and for 
1 32 column £6.00 

GET SMART! GET BBD! 

BBD DUST COVERS 

The Standish Centre, 
Cross Street, Standish, Wigan WN6 0HQ 
Telephone: 0257 422968 Ext. 32 Fax: 0257 423909 _„_ 

Hours of Business Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-4 

DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME I^^^B 



BLAKELY COMPUTER SERVICES 

• ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT + DELIVERY • 


PCW SOFTWARE 


DATABASES 


PAPER 


DISKS 


Locoscript II 18.50 

Locospell 18 50 

Mail Merge 18.50 

Datastore 28 50 


Tasword8000 20 00 


ALL PAPER PRICES 
FOR 2000 SHEETS 

11 x 9.5 80 gsm 20 70 

11 x 9.5 80 gsm 22 00 

11x9.5 60 gsm 14 90 

11 x 14.5 60 gsm 18 50 


ALL DISKS UNBRANDED 
AND GUARANTEED 

3" 

5CF2 11.00 50CF2 87.50 

10CF2 19.00 100 CF2.... 170.00 
20CF2 35.00 

5 1/4"DSDD96TPi 

PRICES INCLUDE 100 
CAPACITY STORAGE BOX 

25 1825 100 49 00 


Masterfile 8000 44 99 


ALSO 

Locomail 25 00 

Supercalc 44 00 


Database II 77 00 


Mini Office Pro 22 95 


PC 1640 


PPC 


11 x 8.5 60 gsm 16 00 

11 x 8.5 80 asm 20 00 


PPC512S 430 00 


PRINTERS 


Single Mono 520.00 


PPC 512 522.00 

PPC 640S 516 00 


PPC640D 610.00 


Pansonic 179 00 


Single Colour 667 00 

Double Colour 820 00 




Panasonic 1082 219 00 


PC 1512 


Micro Peripherals 135 144 00 


Micro Peripherals 165 272 50 


Single ECG 814.00 

Double EEG 905.00 


Single Mono 483.25 


Micro Peripherals 200 279.50 

Canon 1080A 31400 


20Mb Hardrive Mono 977 00 


Single Colour 644 85 

Double Colour 763 00 


Juki 6100 316.00 


50 28.25 

AMSOFT 3" CF2 

5 11.75 50 105.00 

10 . 22 00 100 205 00 


20Mb Hardrive Colour 1 124.00 


LQ3500 360 00 

LQ3500 299.00 

LQ500 425.00 

MP 26 (Daisywheel) 240 00 




1640 + 32Mb Hardcard add £300 


PCW 


DESK TOP 
PUBLISHERS 


8256 330.00 

8512 430.00 


MP 135+ 155.00 


9512 520 00 


MP 200 276 00 


20 43.00 

For larges quantities please 
telephone for a quote 


PCW ACCESSORIES 


MP 201 289 00 


Desktop Publisher + Mouse 69 50 
Desktop Publisher 27 50 


MP 480 295.00 


1 Mb Disk Drive Upgrade 

for all machines 150 00 


MP 700 439.00 

IBM Printer Cable 9 50 


Newsdesk International + Mouse 77.00 

Stop Press + Mouse 77.00 

Fleet Street Editor 59 95 






RS 232 Interface 

For 8000 Series 62 00 


• CHEQUES/P.O. TO • * ACCESS/VISA • 
BLAKELY COMPUTER SERVICES HOW TO TELEPHONE 


PRINTER RIBBONS 
PHONE FOR QUOTE 




RATHFRILAND , 
BT34 5HQ V 


IRDFR 08206 38779 
JHUfcR 24 HOURS 



THE GOOD SOFTWARE FILE 



GRAPHICS • GAMES 



I Printed output is coarse draft quality 
a Can only cope with simple graphics 

SIGNWRITER 

£49.95 • Wight Scientific • 01 858 2699 

Offers the widest range of features of any of the poster 

printing programs. Signwriter provides a range of 20 fonts, 

some of them very imaginative. Ideal for the regular poster 

producer. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

□ You can redesign fonts and design your own symbols. 

D A wide range of interesting fonts is supplied 

i Not very user-friendly. 

■ Font design is slow. 



£49.99 • AMS • 0925 413501 

Though touted as a DTP program, Stop Press is an excellent 
graphics package. Can present data in the form of graphs, pie 
charts etc., and has the usual range of facilities to draw and fill 
triangles, boxes and so on plus a very good 'zoom' option 
which lets you examine the effect of changes in great detail. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
D Good graph drawing facilities 

□ Can design your own area fill patterns 

□ Good range of clip art, which you can modify if you wish 

□ Can superimpose one image on another 
n Works with AMX and Kempston mice 

D Is also a good DTP package 

■ Undoing wrongly placed text is difficult 



£19.95 • CP Software • 099382 3463 

The full title is 'All you ever wanted to know about graphics, the 
universe and everything on PCW 8256/8512 ... but were afraid 
to ask PLUS' Phew. A wide range of little programs to do 
graphic things on the PCW like smooth scrolling, defining 
windows, moving sprites around. The programs are written in 
assembler, with the source code provided if you want to see 
how to program them for yourself. and adapt the routines Great 
for programmers. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

□ Wide range of useful functions 

□ Can be used from BASIC, machine code, or other language 
U The assembler source code is supplied 

□ Inexpensive 

□ Good manual 

a CP don't mind you using their routines in programs you sell 

(within reason!) 
m A bit long-winded to use from BASIC 
■ No easy way of loading just the routines you want 



£99.95 • Electric Studio • 0462 675666 

A black box which plugs onto the expansion port at the back of 

the PCW, into which you put a video camera or video recorder. 

It will then 'digitise' the picture it receives and display it on the 

screen. The result can be used as a normal graphic in any of 

the desktop publishing packages and can be edited, cut, pasted 

etc.. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

D Automatically picks a good contrast level for the display 

□ Can store pictures for Light Pen or Mouse to work on later 

□ Can print out on a full A4 page 

M Can't take simple TV signals - video only 
■ When used in a desktop publiscation, won't be as good as 
screened photographs 



GRAFPAD WITH 



£149.50 • Grafsales • 0923 43942 

A system allowing both freehand and technical design via a 
special pen. This works from a 'digitising tablet' which takes 
over the functions of the keyboard and fits into the expansion 
port at the back of the PCW. Wide range of features including 
object move, ability to define symbols for future use and 
sophisticated zoom feature for fine adjustments. Its potential is 
enormous though at the price may be limited to specialist 
drawing office applications. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 
D Combines best of freehand and technical drawing facilities 

□ Zoom feature allows drawing in of fine details 

□ Accurate 

□ Sophisticated, professional package 

■ Expensive - not really meant for the private user 

VIDI ■= 

£99.95 • Rombo Productions • 0506 39046 

A very similar package to the Electric Studio digitiser; not much 
to choose between the two. Rombo s works with the Fleet 
Street Editor, Electric Studio's with Newsdesk International. 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

□ Text can be inserted from within the program 

□ 16 levels of shading 

□ Can print images to screen in defined order and time apart - 
great for presentations 

■ Unhelpful manual 




■■I 

£19.95 • CRL (01 533 2918) • All PCWs 

The sequel to Tau Ceti. To qualify as an advanced skimmer 
pilot, you must complete successfully 20 missions. Blast 
enemy craft with your personally designed skimmer. 

GRAPHICS ■■■■ ADDICTIVENESS ■■■■■ 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■■ 

BACKGAMMON 

£15.95 • CP Software (099382 3463) • All PCWs 

A fairly good implementation of the gambling board-game. 
Playing speed is easily alterable and is totally unrelated to 
the games level of skill control. 

RANGE OF FEATURES ■■■■ STRENGTH OF PLAY MKH& 

GRAPHICS ■■■■- DOCUMENTATION ■■■ 






£14.95 • Ocean (061-832 6633) • 8000s only 

3-D animated graphics as you guide Batman around Gotham 
City, looking for hidden parts of the Batcraft. Good range of 
hazards, and even a tune! 

GRAPHICS ■■■■■ ADDICTIVENESS ■■■■■ 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■■ 



£14.95 • CRL (01-533 2918) « All PCWs 

A traditional text adventure with large playing area. You explore 
Castle Blackstar and its mysterious caverns in search of a 
power orb. 

ATMOSPHERE — INTERACTION ■■ 

CHALLENGE ■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■ 



£13.95 • Gremlin (0742 753423) • 8000s only 

A graphics bouncing-ball game . You have to direct the ball over 
a treacherous network of squares & hexagons. Persevere - or 
use the cheat mode! 
graphics mmmmm ADDICTIVENESS mmmmm 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■ 



BRIAN CLOUGHS 



£17.95 • CDS (0302 21134) . All PCWs 

A cross between Monopoly and Football Manager, combining 
board and PCW. Go for league and cup success - but keep 
the bank manager happy too! 

GRAPHICS M : ADDICTIVENESS ■■■■ 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■ 



£19.95 • CP Software (099382 3463) • All PCWs 

A few of the bids it makes seem a little strange, but as bridge 
programs on computers go this is pretty good. Claims not to 
cheat, even though it deals! 

GRAPHICS ■■■ STRENGTH OF PLAY ■■■ 

LASTING APPEAL Mil VALUE VERDICT ■■■:« 



£15.95 • CP Software (0993 823643) • All PCWs 

One of the better PCW chess programs. You can alter the 
level of play by specifying a time limit. Capable of very 
strong play and the 3D graphics are excellent. 

GRAPHICS ■■■ STRENGTH OF PLAY ■■■■ 

RANGE OF FEATURES ■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■ 



ESS 4.0 

£15.95 • CDS Software (0302 21134) • All PCWs 

A very strong chess game which manages to use time which 
you spend thinking to plan its strategy. Bags of features, 
including blindfold games. 

GRAPHICS ■■■ STRENGTH OF PLAY ■■■ 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■ 



£15.95 • Amsoft (0277 230222) . All PCWs 

Chess game with a stunningly detailed 3-D display. The play is 
quite strong, with several handy features like allowing you to 
take back a move. 

GRAPHICS ■■■■■ STRENGTH OF PLAY ■■■ 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■ VALUE VERDICT — 1 



£15.95 • CP Software (0993 82 3463) • All PCWs 

A merciless opponesnt, this game is capable of very strong 
play. The playing board is shown in 3D perspective, but there is 
no clock to limiit time on moves. You can set level of difficulty. 

GRAPHICS ■■■■ STRENGTH OF PLAY ■■■■■ 

RANGE OF FEATURES ■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■ 



RLIG 

£14.95 • The Edge (01-831 1801) • All PCWs 

Fine 3-D graphic adventure with similar screen display to 
Batman. You explore a castle prison, battle with numerous 
enemies and solve puzzles. 

GRAPHICS ■■■■ ADDICTIVENESS MBM 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■ 



£15.99 • Ariolasoft (01-386 3411) • All PCWs 

An icon driven adventure that works superbly well. Stop the 
Russians from setting off a nuclear device in the UK. Three 
excellent games on the one disc. 

ATMOSPHERE — ■ ■ ■• INTERACTION ■■■■ 

CHALLENGE ■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■• 
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GAMES 



£14.95 • Level 9 (0344 487597) • All PCWs 

You follow the adventures of Ingrid Bottomlow, the intrepid 
gnome, through a fairy tale landscape full of compelling 
puzzles. Humorous and rather quaint. 

ATMOSPHERE ■■» INTERACTION ■■■ 

CHALLENGE ■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■ 



GRAHAM GOOCHS 



£19.95 • Audiogenic (0734 303663) • All PCWs 

A good cricket match simulation with animated graphics. You 
can select your own teams, control the speed of bowling and 
striking. For cricket fans. 

GRAPHICS ■■•■ ADDICTIVENESS ■■■■ 

LASTING APPEAL Wmmm VALUE VERDICT ■■■« 

GUII-D OF 

THIEVES 

£24.95 • Rainbird (01-240 8838) • All PCWs 

To join the select Guild of Thieves in Kerovnia, you first have to 
show your worth by fleecing an island of all its treasures. An 
excellent adventure! 

ATMOSPHERE ■■*■!» INTERACTION ■■■■ 

CHALLENGE ■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■■ 



£15.95 • Coda (01-789 9551) • All PCWs 

You coach an American Football team, picking players and 
deciding tactics against real NFL teams and players. Incredibly 
detailed simulation - a must for NFL fans! 

ATMOSPHERE ■■■■ INTERACTION ■■■■■ 

CHALLENGE ■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■ 



£14.95 • Ocean (061 832 6633) • 8000s only 

A superlative, compulsive 3D arcade adventure where you 
control either Head or Heels. Escape from Castle Blacktooth 
and free the Empire's enslaved planets. 

GRAPHICS ■■■■■ ADDICTIVENESS ■■■■■ 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■* VALUE VERDICT ■■■■■ 



HITCH-HIKERS' 

GUIDE 
£24.99 • Activision (01-431 1101/2992) • All PCWs 

In many people s minds, the best adventure program ever 
written. Based on Douglas Adams ' series, it is ingenious, 
hilarious and mind-boggling. A must! 

ATMOSPHERE ■■■■■ INTERACTION ■■■■« 

CHALLENGE ■■■■* VALUE VERDICT ■■■■■ 

JINXSTER 

£24.95 • Rainbird (01 631 5373) • All PCWs 

This one's all about saving the civilisation of a place called 
Aquitania from the wicked Green Witches. All you have to 
do is find and reassemble a magic bracelet and redirect its 
errant powers. A very atmospheric game. 

ATMOSPHERE ■■■■■ CHALLENGE ■■■■■ 

INTERACTION ■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■ 



NEXT MONTH 

The guide continues next month with the 
categories of WORDPROCESSORS, 
ACCOUNTS/ PAYROLL, UTILITY and DTP. 
The month after that will cover DATA- 
BASES, EDUCATION and COMM- 
UNICATIONS software, and the month after 
that it's back to this month's topics. 

Our intention is to keep publishing the 
three parts of the guide in rotation, 



KNIGHT 

£19.95. Level 9 (01-631 5373) -All PCWs 

You are an ore in this typical Level 9 adventure by the name of 
Gridteguts. An addictive game with lots of action, plenty to 
explore and mind-bending puzzles. 

ATMOSPHERE ■■■■■ INTERACTION ■■■■■ 

CHALLENGE ■■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■■ 

LEATHER GODDESSES 



£24.95 • Activision (01-431 1101/2992) • All PCWs 

Lascivious, licentious and lewd - definitely not for feminists! An 
excellent adventure game, spoofing both sci-fi and Soho. With 
3D scratch 'n 'sniff card! 

ATMOSPHERE ■■■■■ INTERACTION ■■■■■ 

CHALLENGE ■■■■■ VALUE VERDICT — ■■■ 



£19.95 • Melbourne Ho. (01-377 8411) • All PCWs 

Excellent adaptation of the Tolkien classic. You take the role of 
Frodo or one ofhis group, and rove through Middle Earth 
meeting balrogs, ores, wargs and all. 

ATMOSPHERE ■■■■■ INTERACTION ■■■■■ 

CHALLENGE ■■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■■ 

LURKING 



£24.95 • Activision (01-431 1101/2992) • All PCWs 

Something nasty is lurking down in the bowels of the George 
Edwards Institute of Technology - find it before it finds you! 
Another great game from Infocom. 

ATMOSPHERE ■■■■ INTERACTION ■■» 

CHALLENGE ■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■ 

MATCH DAY II 

£14.95 • Ocean (061 832 6633)' All PCWs 

Excellent football simulation game with superb graphics. 
Tackling and jumping .volleying and heading etc. Play 
against the computer or against a friend. 

GRAPHICS ■■■■■ ADDICTIVENESS ■■■— 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■■ VALUEVERDICT ■■■— 

THE PAWN 

£24.95 • Rainbird (01-240 8838) • All PCWs 

An excellent adventure with dozens of superb screen 
illustrations, zany characters and a host of baffling puzzles. Will 
keep you entranced for hours. 

ATMOSPHERE ■■■■■ INTERACTION ■■«■* 

CHALLENGE ■■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■■ 



£19.95 • Rainbird (01-240 8838) • All PCWs 

A trilogy of intriguing adventure games. You are secret agent 
Kim Kimberley saving Snowball 9 from almost certain doom! 
With a humorous novella. 

ATMOSPHERE ■■■■ INTERACTION ■■•■ 

CHALLENGE ■■■■ VALUEVERDICT ■■■■ 



£19.95 • Virgin Leisure (01-727 8070) • All PCWs 

Excellent implementation of the famous game. 1 to 4 people 
can play the computer, which knows a fair few obscure words. 
Good graphical display. Eight levels of difficulty, and the top 



updating it each month to include all new 
products. If you would like to see other 
sections of the guide, back issues of 8000 
Plus are available at £1.75 each. 

Meanwhile, if you are aware of any 
significant omissions or errors in the File 
as published, please let us know. We 
intend to maintain it as THE authoritative 
guide to PCW software. 



level scores 350 or so regularly, so you have to be on top form. 

GRAPHICS ■■■■- ADDICTIVENESS 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■ VALUE VERDICT 



Itt 



£24.95 • Activision (01-431 1101/2992) • All PCWs 

Enter the world of necromancy and sorcery courtesy of another 
intriguing and mind bending adventure game from Infocom. You 
have to find out the correct spells which will locate your missing 
master, Belboz. 

ATMOSPHERE ■■■■■ INTERACTION »■■■ 

CHALLENGE ■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■ 

STARGLIDER 

£24.95 • Rainbird (01-240 8838) • All PCWs 

A sophisticated shoot-'em-up with 3D vector graphics and a 
dose of strategy too. Your task is to save Novenia, helped by a 
complex playing guide. 

GRAPHICS ■■■■■ ADDICTIVENESS ■■■■ 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■ VALUEVERDICT ■■■■■ 



£24.95 • Activision (01-431 1101/2992) • All PCWs 

Sequel to Planetfall. You explore a space station with your 
chums Floyd and the philosophical robot Plato. Usual Infocom 
standards -a great sci-fi adventure, a mix of 200 1 and Star 
Trek! 

ATMOSPHERE ■■■■■ INTERACTION ■«■■ 

CHALLENGE ■■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■■ 



£14.95 • CDS (0302 21134) • All PCWs 

Surprisingly realistic simulation of both pool and snooker games 
- not as easy as it looks either!. Foul shots, breaks etc. and 
allows for spin, side, strength of shot. Good value, despite all 
the balls being greens! 

GRAPHICS ■■ ADDICTIVENESS ■■■ 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■ 



■Ifl 



£19.95 • Mirrorsoft (01-377 4645) • All PCWs 

A combat simulation of a Hawker Harrier, designed in 
conjunction with British Aerospace. Very detailed and realistic 
but you'll need to put in a few hours with the manual, to get off 
the ground. 

GRAPHICS ■■■■ ADDICTIVENESS ■■■ 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■» 

TIME AND 
MAG IK 

£14.95 • Mandarin Software (0625 879920) 

An excellent trilogy of time travel adventure which can be 
played in any order. Your task is to protect the history tot the 
world from the destructive timelords -another very atmospheric 
game. 

ATMOSPHERE ■■■■■ INTERACTION ■■■■ 

CHALLENGE —■■■ VALUEVERDICT ■■■■■ 



£19.99* Mirrorsoft (01-377 4837) • All PCWs 

You fit together bricks of various shapes that drop out of the sky 
at the bottom of the screen. The better the fit, the higher your 
score. One of those ridiculously simple ideas which is very 
addictive! 

GRAPHICS ■■■ ADDICTIVENESS ■■■■■ 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■ VALUEVERDICT ■■— ■ 



£19.95 • Digital Int. (0276 684959) • 8000s only 

A sophisticated Apache helicopter flight simulator. Impressive 
cockpit view graphics as you engage in combat missions - can 
be used with a joystick too. 

GRAPHICS ■■■■ ADDICTIVENESS ■■■ 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■ VALUE VERDICT ■■■■ 



Hardsoft • international 

1a The Square, Sawbridgeworth, Herts 

0279 726488/406 



LEASE AN AMSTRAD PC 1640 

DDMD + EPSON PRINTER + WORDPROCESSOR + SPREADSHEET „ FOR 

UNDER £7.00 PER WEEK 

We offer all the Amstrad machines, various printers and software for sale, lease purchase or 
lease-rental. Short term hire available 

PCW 8256 -- £335 + VAT 
PCW 8512 -- £435 + VAT 
PCW 9512 --£484 + VAT 

ALL FREE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT WORTH £75 
Software also available at up to 1/2 normal prices 

AMSTRAD PPC's in stock 

' NATIONWIDE NEXT DAY DELIVERY " CONSUMABLES ' FREE TAX & 

FINANCIAL GUIDANCE ' CONTINUOUS STAIONERY ' 

*24hr MAINTENANCE* 



AMSOFT 3" DISCS - £22.95 FOR 10 

DISC BOXES - TO HOLD 48 x 3" DISCS 

ONLY £9.95 

8256/8512 FABRIC RIBBONS - £3.85 EACH 

9512 PRINTWHEELS - £5.99 EACH 

Full range of business & leisure software at lowest prices. 

All our prices include VAT & 1st class post (UK only) 

The price you see is the price you pay 

Order now. from- 

K&M COMPUTERS, UNIT 1, 

40, FAIRSTEAD, 

BIRCH GREEN, 

SKELMERSDALE, LANCS. WN8 6RD. 

24 HRS PHONE 0695 29046 
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EXPERT SYSTEM 



ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE FOR THE AMSTRAD PCW 

WiseOne provides the new Artificial Intelligence techniques to create a 
friendly interactive Expert System Consultant on any subject. Your 
WiseOne system will give expert advice using questions, answers, 
statements and explanations in a conversational manner. For 
diagnosing situations, decision-making and guidance. There are 
WiseOne users in: 

TRAINING, PERSONNEL, LOCAL AUTHORITIES, UNIVERSITIES 

LAW, INDUSTRY, SOCIAL SERVICES, COMMERCE, MEDICINE, 

LIBRARIES. 

WiseOne includes a tutorial package with many examples. If you can 
use a word processor you can use WiseOne to learn about Expert 
Systems. Note the Reviews: 

...a powerful expert system shell. ..genuinely useful... (8000 Plus) 

...could do valuable work for any user... 

may be used by non-experts... (Your Amstrad PCW) 

...manual clearly written and well laid out. assuming no prior knowledge. ..an 

excellent primer... 
...powerful and clearly versatile features of comparable shells for the PC costing 

many times more (Computing with the Amstrad PCW) 

Locoscript/RPED knowledge files * Help/Explanation/Don't know/Why 

True/false, numeric & option knowledge * Rule priorities * Text files 

Volunteering. Changed answers, Interruption * Printer logging * Trace 

Variable Matching * Reasoning stages * Multiple cva q/j 

qoals * Arithmetic 

a inc P&P 

SWALLOWSOFT PUBLICATIONS mm 

PO Box 107, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey, KT12 5PQ 



Comtec Systems 



13 Abington Square, Northampton NN1 4AE 

Telephone: 0604 24463/21763 

Telex: 265871 MONREF G Quoting 72: MAG31116 




ALL PRICES INCLUDE POST & PACKING 

Council. L.E.A., PLC & Corporate orders welcome 
All prices subject to change without notice 

OVERSEAS ORDERS 

Please add the following per item 

All payments in sterling drawn on UK Bank EEC Elsewhere 

Software. Books. Discs, Leads £2.00 £6.00 

Printers, Disc Drives £20.00 P.O. A. 

Computers £40.00 P.O. A. 



COMPUTERS 



PCW 8265 379.00 

PCW 851 2 479,00 

PCW 951 2 509.00 

Amstrad RS232Centronics I'F 55.50 

Amstrad FD2 Second Drive 143.00 

Amstrad FD4 Second Drive 9512 ....160.00 

8256 Memory Upgrade 45.00 

PCW Dust Covers 9.95 

PCW Printer Ext Cables 1 1 .50 

PCW Keyboard Ext Cables 4.95 

PCW Mouse Mats 3.95 

10Blank3"CF2 Discs 23.00 

PCW Joystick & Interface 25.50 

Lockable Disc Storage Box (40) 8.00 

Lockable Disc Storage Box (80) 1 1 .00 

PCW 8256 8512 951 2 Ribbon's each ..4.00 

PCW9512 Daisywheel Type Styles 

(each) 4.95 

Daatalax Basic Version 35.00 

Basic Version + Mouse 70.00 

Compact Accounts 170 00 

Compact Accounts Plus 1 99.00 

Camsoft Full System 110.00 

Camsoft Sales 43.00 

Camsoft Stock Control 43.00 

Camsoft Invoicing 43.00 

Sage Popular 73.00 

Sage Popular Plus 1 10.00 

Sage Combo 1 10.00 

Sage Super Combo 1 70.00 

Sandpiper Accounts 1 30.00 

MAP Intergrated 1 10.00 

Micro Simplex (8512) 90.00 

Money Manager Plus 25.00 



STOCK CONTROL 



DATABASES 



DAATAFAX 



PAYROLL 



Sage 

Sage Payshps (1000) 

Camsoft 

MAP 

Camsoft 
MAP 

dBase II (Ashton Tate) 

Card box 

Cambase 

Condor 1 

Atlast plus 

Datastore 

Locomail 

Masterfile 8000 

Magic Filer 

Sage Retrieve 

Pocket Infostar 

Matchbox 

Tasword 8000 

Tassprint 8000 

Taspell 

Protext 

Prospell 

Pocket Protext 

Pocket Wordstar 

Locoscript 2 

Locoscript 2 + Locospell 

Locospell (1 or 2) 

Locomail 

NewWord II 

Supercalc II 37.50 

Cracker II 37.50 



WORD PROCESSING 



54.00 
40.00 
40.00 
40.00 



43.00 
40.00 



75.00 
44.00 
37.00 
80.00 
35.00 
30.00 
30.00 
40.00 
60.00 
51.00 
30.00 
27.00 



19.00 
12.50 
13.50 
49.00 
24.00 
32.00 
36.50 
19.00 
30.00 
20.00 
25.00 
58.00 



SPREADSHEETS 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT POST & PACKING TO UK 



GENERAL & UTILITIES 



companion 18.00 

DR Draw 35.00 

DR Graph 35.00 

DR Pascal 35.00 

DR C Basic Compiler 35.00 

Electric Studio Lightpen 63.00 

Electric Studio Mouse 105.00 

Modula 2 40.00 

Mini Office Professional 22.50 

Knife Plus 18.00 



DESKTOP PUBLISING 



Fleet Street Editor Plus 44.00 

Newdesk International 35.00 

Newsdesk Int. & Light Pen 55.00 

The Desktop Publisher 24.00 

The Desktop Publisher with Mouse ...60.00 

Stop Press 39.00 

Stop Press with Mouse 75.00 

Video Digitiser 84.95 

Master Scan 57.00 

Master Paint 15.50 

Master Scan S Master Paint 63.00 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 



Air Combat Emulator 18.00 

Academy 18.00 

Bridge Player 2000 17.00 

Batman 13.00 

Blockbuster/ Gold Run 18.00 

Bounder 13.50 

Classic Collection 1 1 .00 

Classic Collection Vol 2 11.00 

Cyrus 2 Chess 15.00 

Fairlight 14.00 

Fairlight 2 14.00 

Fourth Protocol 14.00 

Football Fortunes 15.00 

Frank Bruno's Boxing 18.00 

Guardian/Blagger 20.00 

Graham Gooch Test Cricket 18.00 

Guild of Theives 19.50 



Heroes of Karn 17.00 

Head Over Heels 14.50 

Hitchhikers Guide 22.00 

Jewels of Darkness 18.00 

Leaderboard 17.50 

Leather Goddess 20.00 

Living Daylights 13.00 

Lord of the Rings :: 22.00 

Lurking Horror 22.00 

Night Ore 18.00 

Match Day 2 12.00 

The Pawn 18.00 

PSI 5 Trading Company 17.50 

Silicon Dreams 17.00 

Strike Force Harrier 17.50 

Stationfall 22.00 

Steve Davis Snooker 12.00 

Scrabble 17.00 

Scrabble Deluxe 22.00 

Star Glider 20.00 

Trivial Pursuits 16.50 

Tommahawk 16.50 

Tai Ceti II (Academy ) 17.50 

YES Primmister 22.00 



EDUCATION 



Chemistry/Biology'Maths/Physics 14.95 

Locoscript Tutorial 8.95 

Ian Key Typing Tutor 22.95 

Hands On CP/M Plus 19.95 

Hands On dBase II 19.95 

Hands On Supercalc 19.95 



BOOKS 



Word Processing on the 8256 6.95 

Using Amstrad Word Processor 8.50 

Users Gd To Amst PCW 8256/8512 .. 1 0.95 

Step by Step Gde to Locoscript 4.95 

Program Your PCW (Mallard) 7.95 

Pocket Wordstar PCW 7.50 

Mastering Amstrad PCW 8256/851 2 ...8.95 

Locoscript 2 PCW9512 9.95 

An Intro CP/M Plus on Amstrads 7.95 

Basic II Users Guide 9.95 



8000 BACK 
PLUS ISSUES 

We have limited quantities of the back issues 
listed below. The prices include a nominal 25p 
postage. All issues contain excellent TipOff 
sections and a selection of BASIC listings, plus 
the other regulars. Don't miss the chance to 
expand your collection. 

Issues 1-6 SOLD OUT! 

Issue 7 £1.50 Spreadsheets special. LocoScript troubleshooting. Reviews 
of Cavalier accounts, Personal Tax Planner, Stockmarket packages, Adrian 
Mole. Order code 801 5 

Issue 8 £1 .50 LocoScript 2 in depth review. Comms packages compared. 
AMX Desktop reviewed, plus Starglider, Southern Belle, Steve Davis 
Snooker, File Manager. Order code 8016 

Issue 9 £1.75 Free packet of disc labels. Fleet St Editor Plus. Expanding 
your memory. Using LocoMail. CPM's SID utility. Reviews of Head Over 
Heels, home finance programs. Accounts made easy. Order code 8017 

Issue 10 £1.75 Graphics packages compared. £10 database. More on 
LocoMail. LocoScript templates. Teach yourself Logo. Order code 8018 
Issue 11 £1 .75 How to recover lost disc data. Installing a second drive. 
The SUBMIT command. Reviews of Desktop Publisher, Red Boxes, 
Leaderboard. Order code 8019 

Issue 12 £1.75 Databases compared. Using Jetsam. Getting into 
LocoScript 2. Index to first 12 issues. Reviews of Amor's C, Bridge 
programs. Order code 8020 




Issue 13 £1.75 Linking to portables. PIP revealed. Genealogy software. 
Protext and Hitch-hiker's tips. Datastore. Fleet St. fonts. Order code 8021 

Issue 14 £1.75 Full review of the PCW 951 2. Connecting to a 
synthesizer. LocoScript 2 wallchart. Reviews of Poolswinner, low-cost 
business software, battery backups. Order code 8022 

Issue 15 SOLD OUT! 

Issue 16 £1 .75 Budget printer survey. Accounts packages. Programming 
languages. Mini Office Professional full review.Order code 8024 

Issue 17 £1.75 Specialist software. Stop Press review. SETKEYS 
command explained. History of computers series. Order code 8025 

Issue 18 £1 .75 LocoScript vs. Protext, Hard discs, CP/M for hackers, 
AtLast Plus review. Order code 8026 

Issue 19 £1 .75 Special Comms issue, CP/M Wallchart: Wordstar 4, 
Lightning Basic. Order code 80019 

Issue 20 £1 .75 Computer filofaxes Mini Office tutorial Add your own 2nd 
drive Cracker Turbospreadsheet Order Code 80020 

Issue 21 £1 .75 New LocoScript character sets. PCW Filofax. Microlink 
modem. Poster printing. PC/PCW link-up. Order Code 80021 



ORDER FORM No. 22 



You will notice that this month we have introduced an Order Code alongside each item. This because we 
are computerising the Mail Order section of 8000 Plus. Please tick the items you require. All goods are sent 
by first class post, normally within five days of order. But please allow 28 days in case of temporary shortage. 



Name 



Address 



Post code 



! SUBSCRIPTION £17.95 

(including free gift pack. ) 

Tick here if renewing an existing sub: □ 

Order code 8000 

□ 8000 PLUS GIFT PACK £8.95 

(existing subscribers only) 

i I THINGI (left of screen) £5.95 Order code 8002 

L I THINGI (right of screen) £5.95 Order code 8003 

....Pkt(s) DISK LABELS £1 .00 ea 
(Enter number required) Order code 8013 

1 ] DUST COVERS 8256/8512 £11.95 
Order code 8005 

i DUST COVERS 9512 £12.95 Order code 8006 

I .BINDER £4.95 Order code 8004 

Q 3 HIGHLIGHTER PENS £1 .50 Order code 8001 



L i MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL £23.95 
Order code 8011 

□ TAU CETI £9.95 Order code 8012 
[ I BASIC MANUAL (+ pens) £9.95 

Order code 8010 

□ DESKTOP PUBLISHING BOOK £8.50 
Order code 8035 

! LOCOSCRIPT 2 BOOK (+ pens) £1 1 .95 
Order code 8036 

PICK OF THE MONTH: 

□ THE PAWN £19.95 Order code 8009 

□ HEAD OVER HEELS £9.95 Order code 8007 

□ SCRABBLE £12.95 Order code 8008 
] TETRIS £14.99 Order code 8027 

BACK ISSUES: (Order codes) 



□ Issue 5 £1.50 (8014) 

□ Issue 8 £1.50 (8016) 

□ Issue 10 £1.75 (8018) 

□ Issue 12 £1.75 (8020) 
G Issue 14 £1.75 (8022) 

□ Issue 16 £1.75 (8024) 
Issue 18 £1.75 (8026) 

I l Issue 20 £1.75 (80020) 



I 1 Issue 7 £1.50 (8015) 
H Issue 9 £1.75 (8017) 
! 1 Issue 11 £1.75 (8019) 

□ Issue 13 £1.75 (8021) 
LJ Issue 15 £1.75 (8023) 

□ Issue 17 £1.75 (8025) 

□ Issue 19 £1.75 (80019) 
1 Issue 21 £1.75 (80021) 



PAYMENT DETAILS 



Value of total order 
(min order £2.00) 



Payment is by (please circle) 

Cheque • PO • Access • Visa 

Make payable to FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD. 

Your credit card number is 



Expiry date 



Send this form plus payment to 

SPECIAL OFFERS • 8000 PLUS 

SOMERTON • SOMERSET • TA1 1 7PY 

(valid untilJune30th 1988) 



PICK OF 
THE MONTH 

Save £5 on these top PCW entertainment 
programs! 




The incredibly-animated program from 
Ocean in which you control TWO 
separate characters, using their 
different abilities to solve some mind- 
bending puzzles. Huge playing area and 
probably the best graphics on the PCW. 
Plus totally absorbing gameplay. 
Only £9.95! (RRP £14.95) 
Order code 8007 



■ SCRABBLE 

This will appeal to anyone who 
enjoys playing with words. A 
super enhanced dictionary and 
full board displayed on-screen 
means you get the full feel of 
this classic game. Play against 
friends or take the computer on. 
Can you beat your PCW at word 
processing? 

Only £12.95! (RRP £19.95) 
Order code 8008 





■ THE PAWN 

Rainbird's graphic adventure 
game set in a mysterious 
kingdom of ice towers, golden 
palaces and dangerous forests 
The game combines gorgeous 
pictures with effective text 
descriptions and strong 
character interaction. 
Only £19.95! (RRP £24.95) 
Order code 8009 



■TETRIS 

The first Russian game to reach 
the West has won rave reviews 
everywhere. Don't miss this 
chance to play one of the most 
addictive games ever! All you 
have to do is guide blocks down 
the screen into complete rows 
on the bottom - but be warned it 
has a 'Just one more go' rating 
of 100 percent! 
Only £14.99 (RRP £19.99) 
Order Code 8027 




9512 software: 

Please note that the following titles 

do not run on the 9512: 

Tau Ceti; Head Over Heels ;Tetris 



HOW TO ORDER 

Just fill in the order form on the left 
of this page. Or use our Access/Visa 
hotline on 0458 74011. 



BARGAIN BUYS!! 



■ LOCOSCRIPT 2 & AMSTRAD PCW'S 

Now £11.95 - 

with FREE pack of highlighter pens! 

Published by Sigma Press, this John Hughes book is a 

friendly, down-to-earth and readable guide to LocoScript 2. 

Whether you're an 8256 or 8512 user converting from 

LocoScript 1 , or a 

brand new 9512 owner, 

this will tell you all you 

need to know. It covers 

the basics of layouts 

and tabs, the intricacies 

of LocoMail and 

LocoSpell, hooking up 

alternative printers to 

LocoScript, and even 

gives you an 

introduction to the 

world of CP/M 

software. If you find the 

Amstrad manual a bit 

daunting, then this is 

for you! 

Order code 8036 




■ DESKTOP PUBLISHING WITH THE 
AMSTRAD PCW 
Only £8.50! 

Your PCW is a powerful desktop publishing tool - with it you 

can do anything from photocopied newsletters to glossy 

printed magazines. Interested? Then this NCC book is an 

essential purchase - 

before you buy any 

expensive software! 

Marvellous things can be 

achieved with a DTP 

package, but it's as well 

to know what you can 

and can't do before you 

part with your money. 

Page layout, reproduction 

methods, printers, fonts, 

trim marks, photo layouts 

- all are explained in 

Michael Milan's 

heartening prose. An 

essential companion for 

DTPers. 

Order code 8035 



NCC PUBLICATIONS >»»»» 

Desktop Publishing 
AMSTRAD PCW 



1.8000 

PLUS 



8000 PLUS 
DUST COVERS 



3 piece set for 8256/8512 only £11.95 
3 piece set for 9512 only £12.95 

Dust is like a disease to your computer. Once it sets in it can only 
get worse, and leads to clogged keyboards, printers and even disc 
drives.These specially-commissioned 8000 Plus covers are made 
from high-quality, anti-static nylon fabric. The three 
piece sets are made from high-quality, anti- 
static nylon fabric, coloured 
soft grey with red 
piping (ivory piped 
with brown for the 
9512). 
The 
sweetest 
three piece 
you'll ever come 
across. 

Order Code 8005 (8256/851 2), 
8006(9512) 




HOW TO ORDER 

Just turn back one page and fill in 

the order form. Or use our 

Access/ Visa hotline on 0458 

74011. 



OFFICIAL BASIC 
MANUAL 

Only £9.95 - with FREE pack of 
highlighter pens! 

Your PCW system disc includes Mallard BASIC, an excellent 
version of the world's most-used computer language. But alas, the 
documentation is threadbare, and to fill this gap is the official 400- 
page Locomotive manual. 

It covers all commands available in Mallard BASIC in full detail, 
plus a much expanded tutorial 

section intended to teach 



BASIC programming from 



OV^T scratcn - Fu " coverage of 




the GSX graphics 
commands and the 
Jetsam filing system is 
also included. 

And just because we 
like to help you mark 
out key passages, 
we're including a 
free set of 
highlighter pens! 
Order Code 
8010. 




MAGAZINE 
BINDERS 

Store up to 12 issues 
for just £4.95 



We aspire to the belief that you would like to collect your 
copies of 8000 Plus, and to that extent we have produced this 
superb gold-embossed green binder, which allows you to 
collect 8000 Plus as it comes along. Buy one and watch your 
collection grow into the definitive library of PCW info. 
Order Code 8004 



1 




HIGHLIGHTER 
PENS 

Three for £1.50 

The idea is simple - you use 
these higlighter pens to mark 
out any key text you want to 
stand out in a document. For 
£1 .50 you get green, red and 
yellow 8000 Plus-stamped pens 
in a clear plastic wallet. 
Order Code 8001 




Only £9.95 - 
save £10!!! 

This graphic arcade 
adventure from CRL 
creates its own 
cosmology and 
combines the best 
features of shoot- 
'em-ups with 
intelligent 
gameplay. 

This unique 
offer means that 
you can buy one of 
the best games yet on the 
PCW for just £9.95 - under half 
price! 

Tau Ceti is set in 2140, on a planet whose 
defence systems are going wildly wrong. Your job is 
to sort out the situation before possible catastrophe. 

You start off with a cunning adventure, and then launch into a 
stunning arcade sequence. 

After a while, you'll realise just how much gameplay is in this 
game. It's a classic that breaks down the distinction between 
arcade and adventure gaming. 

Play it - you won't be disappointed! 
Order Code 8012 



8000 PLUS 
DISC LABELS 

Packet of 20 for £1 

(when ordered with another product) 



Spare labels for your 3" discs in four different 

colours - yellow, green, red and blue. You get 

five of each colour when ordering with another 

item from Special Offers 

Order Code 8013 




THE THINGI 

Only £7.50 (RRP £9.95) 

One of the most durable accessories you're likely to purchase 
for your PCW comes in the shape of this clever piece of plastic 
which attaches with Velcro to the top of your computer, and 
allows you to read text without endless fiddling about and 
breaking your concentration every time you need to look at the 
paper to see what comes next. Saves hours on any reading 
task! 

The Thingi comes in two versions - left- or right-sided. 
Please state either Order Code 8002 (left-sided), 
or 8003 (right-sided) when ordering. 



ubscribe to 
the leading 
Amstrad PCW 
magazine 
and we'll send 
you free 
goods worth 
over £12! 

YOU may find it interesting that 8000 Plus has one of the 
highest percentages of postal subscribers of any 
magazine in the UK. Which implies that you're very 
sensible, but you know that and you're intelligent 
enough to recognise flattery. It also means quite a lot to 
us, because we feel the PCW owner is a member of a 
tribe, and certainly is enthusiastic to his or her machine. 
And, hopefully, you use the magazine for a regular flow 
of tips, reviews and advice. It's the best way to keep 
properly in touch with the bubbling, constantly-changing 
PCW scene. 

So here's your chance. Paying £17.95 for a 
year's subscription doesn't save much on newsstand 
prices. But you get your copy right from the printers to 
your doorstep - so no more frustrating searches for a 
newsagent who hasn't sold out. 

That's not all! We're pleased to be able to offer 
new subscribers a special gift-pack containing goods 
worth £12.47 at recommended retail prices. All of which 
should add up to a big welcome to trie subscribers club! 



THE 8000 PLUS GIFT PACK 

■ THREE blank Amstrad 3-inch discs (suitable 
for any PCW, drive A or B) 

■ TWO packets of colour-coded disc labels 
(40 in total). 

■ ONE set of three highlighter pens. 
Order Code 8100 



Subscribe already? 

If you'd like a gift pack, but already have a subscription 
to 8000 Plus, you can buy the pack at a special discount 
price of £8.95. Just tick the relevant option on the form. 



8000 

PLUS 



Save £6 on the 
remarkable-value 5 
in- 1 program every PC W user 
should own. 



The January 1988 issue of 8000 Plus said that 
Mini Office Professional offers "five genuinely 
powerful programs for the price of one". The five 
programs - provided on two discs - are a 
database, a spreadsheet, a graphics program, a 
word processor and communications functions. 
Together they comprise the most useful 
integrated package you're ever likely to find on 
the PCW. Features include sideways printing 
(often not found on spreadsheets costing twice 
as much on their own), pie charts, line graphs, 
bar charts, Prestel compatibility, and word- 
processing speeds that surpass LocoScript 2. 

That's just for starters. The program is unusual 
in having been specifically written for the PCW 
using machine code - this goes a long way 
toward accounting for its speed and efficient use 
of disk space. 

This could be one of the best purchases ever 
for your PCW. Why pay more for single programs 
when you could get five of the best for under 
£25?! 

Call us now on 0458 7401 1 and ask for Mini 
Office Professional. Or turn back two pages and 
fill in the order form. 

Order Code 801 1 



MINI OFFICE 
PROFESSIONAL 



DATABASE • SPREADSHEET • WORD-PROCESSOR • COMMS • GRAPHICS 
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8000 PLUS SMALL ADS! 



HELP ADVICE TUITION Amstrad 
8000 9000 1512 Qualified experi- 
enced teachers training to meet your 
needs in your office or home week 
days / weekends reasonable rates 
free afterservice back-up. Molesey 
Educational services 01-941 1364 

"DESKTOP PUBLISHER" Users. 

Frustrated by choice of graphics? 

Now available Graphic Library Discs 

A,B and C. Over 100 Graphics per 

disc. Full details S.A.E Mr DTP, 32 A 

Rumburgh Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk. 

NR32 4JH 

CF2 DISC PRINTED LABELS £1.1 Op/ 

25, £2.00p/50, £3.50p/100. Printed 

index cards for CF2 plastic disc-case, 

£1.00p/10. £2.00p/25, £3.00/50. 

Printed red or blue, please specify 

(may be mixed) Cheques/PO's to, Mr 

S.G. Tonks, Audio & Computing 

Supples. Unit 106, 266-290 

Wincolmlee, 

HULL HU2 OPZ 

DISC TRANSFER SERVICE between 

PCW-CPC-IBM-BBC. £7.50 per disc. 

Details (sea please) from MP James, 

32 Carew Road. Mitcham, Surrey 

CR4 2JH 

Tel:01-640 7676 

ABERDEEN AREA. For tuition in 
Locoscript I & II, Wordstar, Basic pro- 
gramming & an (introduction to 
computing. 100% user satisfaction 

comprehensive course, notes 
provided. Contact: Pearbyte Comput- 
ing Services, Inverurie (0467) 24686 



DO YOU NEED A PROGRAM for 

your PCW, suited to your needs. 

Why not let me write it for you. It 

may not be as expensive as you 

think. Phone Martin on 

Corwen 2902 

NEXT GENERATION Word 
Processing will undertake all your 

word processing work at very 

reasonable rates with no charge 

for ammendments. Call Kathy on 

021-476 4968 for further details. 

NAME YOUR OWN INCOME 

Earn ££'s with your Amstrad. Easy 
to read manual "Money with your 
Microcomputer "explains all. Send 
£10 (Cheques payable S. Roodyn) 
or write for details. S. Roodyn, 37 
Danescroft, Brent Street, 
London. NW4 2QH. 

PRINT RIBBONS for 25p No! But 

Re-Ink for less. Full instructions 

with other money saving ideas 

£5 To Stonetoken Ltd, Least 

Street, Crowland. PE6 OEC. 

WORDPROCESSING SERVICE 

Let me type your documents on my 

Amstrad PCW. No job too large or 

too small. Margaret Nickolls, 

8 Fisherton Island, Salisbury. 

Wilts SP2 7TG 

Tel (0722) 25802 



RIBBON RE-INKING MA- 
CHINE. £59.50 Hand operated. 

Suitable for a wide range of 

nylon ribbons, including PCW's. 

Order form Aladdink (Dept 80), 

Freepost, Eyemouth, TDM 

5BR. Enquiries. 

Tel: 08907 50965 

AMSTRAD PCW 8256 51 2K 

Ram 2 months old ecxellent 
condition, dust covers, Plonker 

Box manuals and software: 

Stop Press etc plus geat basic 

programs phone (0502) 512778 

after 4pm 

HELP REQUIRED: professional 

biology lecturer needs advice, 

program, database for end - 

lecture instant printouts for topic 

reference questioners: PCW 

8512 set-up. Must cross 

reference indices. Torquay 

(0803) 64339 (evenings) 

SUPERCHARGER £13.95 

Latest innovations from 

composer of Lightning Basic. 

Other discs and services 

available. Supercharger or 

details, post free, no stamp 

required, David Wilson 

Computeronics 

FREEPOST, Chathill, 

Northumberland. NE67 5BR 



WRITE RIGHT! 20 sets of questions 
to tackle the most common spelling 
and grammar problems. Genuinely 

useful for kids and adults. £9.99 

from Wadd Soft, 227 Church Road, 

St Annes, 

Lanes. FY8 3NN 

URGENTLY WANTED, used 

Amstrad PCW 8256. Good money 

paid for nice machine. 

Tel Newport (0633) 895922 
after 5.30, Ask for Andrew Morley. 

DESIGNER STUBBLE: The 

Professional guide for "desktop 

Publisher" Users. Highly praised by 

reviewers and customers. £16.95 

(Two A-Format dies), £13.50 (One B- 

Format disc). John Evans, 20 

Grosvenor Place, Bath. BA1 6AX 

COMPUTER WINDOWS! Become a 

Jean Pierre sand consultant! Build a 

successful business whilst keeping 

him in the equipment he's become 

accustomed to! Phone Roy or Jan 

051 426 6919. Anytime 

HACKERS TOOLKIT. Fantastic 

collection of 20 PD Programs for 

serious PCW Hackers. Send 

formatted discs (State Drive/ 

Machine) Plus £4.00 for copying/ 

Postage etc. Hartland 10 Gains 

Road, Portsmouth, P04 0PL 



This section of the magazine offers you 
thechance to speak directly to the huge 
waitingworld of PCW owners. 

You can place an ad of up to 30 words for 
just £7.50. So you could use it to sell a 



or launch a user group or publicise a piece of 
software you've written. 

One thing you CAN'T advertise is the sale 
or swap of software you've purchased. Such 
ads can be misused by software pirates. 



To place an ad, just fill in this application 
form and send it to us together with payment. 
We'll then place the ad in the next available 
issue (published 2-7 weeks after we receive 
your order). 



Order form Sendto: 8000 Plus Small ads, Future Publishing Ltd, 4 Queen Street, BathBAl IEJ 



Name 



Address 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of 8000 Plus 

I enclose payment of £7.50 by Cheque/P.O. /Access/Visa 
Credit Card number 



Telephone 



Credit card expiry date 



Please make cheques and POs payable to Future Publishing Ltd 
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the 34k is what is left over after 
BASIC has taken its 27k of the 
61k TPA all CP/M programs have 
as their 'Transient Program Area'. 
Don't worry about the men in 
white coats. They have been very 
good to me and Josephine. 



A plenitude of pleas, placating and 
play plagiarised by a pleonastic Ed. 



Outraged? Delighted? Confused? Whether it's to do with things PCW or just the real 
world, here's your chance to put your money where your mouth is, bare your fangs, and 
speak out. This month has a mixed bag: BASIC, boxing, book indexing, brickbats and 
bouquets for Mini Office. Write to: PostScript, 8000 Plus, 4 Queen St, Bath BA1 1EJ. 
Sorry, we can't reply personally - even with an sae - we're already desperately busy 
writing the next issue... 



Scaling heights 

My problem is scale pitch in 
LocoScript 2: 1 agree with your 
remarks in issue 20 that Ms 
Gilmour has done a good job with 
the Locoscript 2 manual but why 
didn't someone tell her something 
about scale pitch. I don't claim to 
have read every word of the 
manual but I cannot find any 
explanation of scale pitch. Can you 
tell me what is it for? Can you 
define it? is there any advantage 
that can be gained by using various 
pitches? I solved my problem by 
ignoring all but scale Pitch 10, but I 
am still curious and hopeful that it 
can be exploited. 
H E Weston 
Cheshunt 

8000 PLUS Locomotive say that 
just as the ruler line at the top of 
the screen is marked out as the 
number of characters to help you 
judge margin and tab positions, 
the scale pitch determines the size 
of these characters on the page. 
So, if you have a margin set at 1 
inch on a 9512 with Scale Pitch 
10, it sits on character 10; if you 
then change the scale pitch to 12, 
your margin still starts the same 
place on the page but appears on 
the screen to have moved to 
character 12. 

You rarely need worry about 
Scale Pitch; the only time you use 
it is when you're working in a 
document in a pitch different to the 
one you normally use. Otherwise, 
keep it set to your usual working 
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pitch size, ie. probably 12 on an 
8000 and 10 on a 9512. If you 
want to know more, there's a 
feature in issue 3 of Locomotive's 
'Script' newsletter, Mar 88. 

Nasty spell 

I hav tride to run the 800 Pus spelll 
chekcer program but keap geting 
the folowing errer: 
"error 68 in line 380 - abandoning 
spell checking" 

I have tride the BASIC checker 
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witch prints all the corect end 
codes, so waht am I doing wrong? 
Can you pleas ehelp. 
T Cantwell 
Lodnon 

8000 PLUS These BASIC error 
numbers are listed in Appendix II 
of the Amstrad or Locomotive 
Mallard BASIC manual. Error 68 is 
'Read past EOF' - ie. the program 
is trying to read data after the end 
of the file, perhaps because your 
data file is empty, or because your 
data file has some spurious end- 
of-file markers in it, as it might if 
it's a LocoScript file not converted 
into ASCII. 

Check that your data file is not 
empty (by TYPEing it to the 
screen) and has been correctly 
made into a simple text ASCII 
from LocoScript. 

BASIC secrets 

Please, please - do you or any of 
your readers know the 'secret 
code' that gains access to extra 
memory for BASIC. On my 
Amstrad 8256, I can at the most 
get about 34K - surely CP/M and 
BASIC don't take up the remaining 
222K. Please someone tell me, 
because if I don't find out soon, it 
won't be long before the men in 
white coats come knocking at my 
door! 

Adam Smith 
Westbury-On-Severn 

8000 PLUS There's no way of 
extending BASIC'S workspace - 



Mini Office Mailing 

In your Mini Office mailmerge 
tutorial (8000 Plus, June 88) you 
said the space occupied by each 
slot for database items in a 
mailmerge is fixed. 

In fact, as stated on page 69 of 
the manual, 'a value of zero causes 
the room allocated for the specified 
field in Page Edit, Preview and 
Printer to equal the actual field 
length for the current record'. I've 
tried this and it works; so you can 
print out letters of the 'You, Mr 
Taylor, have been selected out of 
all the people in St Amiga fldto 
take part', etc. 
Carol Warren 
Manchester 

Ansible censor 

I thought your evaluation of Ansible 
Index (May 88, p 67) slightly 
grudging. Firstly, though the output 
is not a Locoscript document it is 
extremely easy to convert it to one 
by using the 'Insert Text'. Secondly, 
though it will not index summaries 
or general ideas it indexes topics 
very well; in fact that is one of its 
strong points. 

It is easy to run and is bug free. 
I indexed a book of 100,000 words 
in twenty chapters; indexing took 
me more time than I had allowed 
for, but that was because the 
indexing was so easy that I got 
carried away. On my first attempt, 
when quarter way through, I 
already had over 500 entries. I 
decided for a start to omit names 
referred to only in passing and 
once only. On the second attempt, 
when about half way through, it 
occurred to me that 40 page 
references to Sir Robert Peel was 
pretty meaningless; possibly 
impressive but nobody would ever 
look them up. 

So, with a little ingenuity, say on 
the Great Irish Famine, one got: 

potato, failure of 

potato, prices of 

potato, blight on 

potato, tests on, and so on. 

To get the best results it was 
advisable to edit the text slightly 
and to try to ensure that a phrase 
which summed up a paragraph 
occurred in the first sentence, as 
good writing requires it should. It 
was also necessary to ensure that 
the date of an Act always 
accompanied mention of it. A Poor 
Law Act (1833) is very different 
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from poor law act (1834), but the 
reader as well as the indexing 
program likes it spelt out. 

A word about the detestable 
GREASE, the program they include 
which tells you how often you have 
used each word. The authors 
mention the poor chap who used 
'fundamentally' seven times on ten 
pages. After each chapter I went 
through and weeded out all my 
own repetitions. My besetting sin 
was phrases like 'At the time' 'At 
the same time', 'After a time'. 
Des Keenan 
Wembley Park 



I am glad to say that I have 
found one excellent exception to 
the general rule about unhelpful 
documentation, which you 
mentioned in the May issue. That 
is, the documentation which 
accompanies the Ansible Index 
Software; it is a shining example to 
all software houses and really does 
make a pleasant change. 
S R Dalton 
Leeds 

Say cheese 

One of my hobbies is photography 
and I now have many hundreds of 
slides which I desperately need to 
catalogue, and then be able to sort 
out by various categories eg. 
mountain views with snow, native 
dwellings etc. for setting up a 
variety of slide shows. 

I have read somewhere of 
some software specially 
programmed to input a number of 
bits of information about each slide 
(I seem to remember 100 variables 
were accepted) which can be used 
on an Amstrad 8256, and which 
also provides a short identification 
of each slide in a printout set up by 
listing a given set of parameters. 
Can you help me in locating such a 
program? 
E J Holmes 
Stourbridge 

8000 PLUS Sounds like any 
standard database would do 
nicely. AtLast 2 allows you to 
define categories like those you 
specify which can be input with 
one keystroke. You can then sort 
the slides into these categories. 
However Mini Office, Masterfile et 
al would do fine too. 

Otherwise you could try writing 
your own database in Mallard 
BASIC - see this month's BASIC 
tutorial. 



Wallchart ripoff 

I have just bought issue 20 and 
went home in eager anticipation of 
using the Giant Locoscript 



Wallchart. 

But guess what? Another 
customer of the Asda Superstore in 
Brighton must be grinning to 
himself, as my magazine contained 
no chart! 

Please find herewith the 




ALL THAT we^T - TH& 
&ooo PLU<7 WALL -CM APT " 

wrapper that promised the goodies. 
Please may I have the copy that I 
never received. If necessary 
(gulp,gulp) I will even pay for it! 
G H Weatherall 
Brighton 

8000 PLUS Sorry - we got the 
magazines back from the printers 
with the posters already attached 
and have no separate copies. We 
will however be generous and let 
you have a poster for £1.50 and 
will throw in a free issue 20 with it 
as well. 



Trouble with the NUM 

In the December 1987 issue of 
8000 plus you suggested including 
the line OPTION RUN in a Basic 
program that required numerical 
data to be input, in order to disable 
the [STOP] key. This key can have 
a disastrous effect, if hit by mistake 
when a program is in full flow, the 
main problem being that open 
JETSAM data and index files will 
then be marked incompatible. 
I find it best also to set the 
'Num Lock' ([ALT] + [RELAY] when 
using such programs, so that data 
can be entered from the numeric 
keypad. It ought to be possible to 
do this automatically from CP/M, by 
combining the SETKEYS and 
PROFILE.SUB utilities (see Alec 
Rae's article in the February 1988 
issue) to set up and operate a 
suitable key to produce the same 



effect as hitting [ALT] + [RELAY]. 
But as yet all my attempts to do so 
have been in vain. The trouble 
seems to be that this combination 
of keys is neither a control code, a 
character nor a string, so that none 
of the methods of redefining the 
keyboard on pages 108-111 of the 
(8000 series) manual works. 

At present, I put reminders to 
set and reset the Num Lock on the 
screen at the beginning and end of 
programs that involve numerical 
data. But this seems a clumsy 
expedient. Can anyone suggest a 
more elegant solution? 
Cyril Coffin 
New Maiden 

I wouldn't be 81 again 

I have been shown a letter in your 
current issue from a Mr Medcraft 
who is using an Amstrad at the age 
of 81 . I am using an Amstrad and 
was 84 last November. 
J F Maunder 
Surrey 

More on BASIC 

In the May issue, Mr Ford raised a 
number of points about BASIC 



which I expect were of interest to 
many users as they all referred to 
points not explicit in the manual. 
Could I just add one or two points 
to some of the answers? 

The explanation of using DEF 
USR with a CALL is not quite 
correct. A DEF USR and 
subsequent USR can be used as 
an alternative to a CALL. This has 
always appeared to me to be a 
more complicated way of doing 
things, and I have found CALL both 
simpler and more flexible. The 
message 'Using file A' was 
probably 'Drive is A'. For some 
reason the 8256 never does. I have 
no knowledge why this is, but it 
may well be that it doesn't work 
quite correctly with two drives 
present and it was simpler to write 
it out than amend it. Mr Ford's 
observation suggests that the 
message may occasionally appear 
on the 8512. I have an 8256 so 
cannot confirm or deny this. 

The answer to the final query 
was not the simplest suggestion. 
Using LINE INPUT instead of 
INPUT accepts an initial space as 
a character. On this subject, a point 
was made recently to me 
thata$=INPUT$(1) is often 
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much simpler than the INKEY$ 
routine. Obvious, but judging by 
most published programs and the 
manual itself we all seem to have 
missed this point! 

The £ and # confusion can be 
sorted out by LPRINT 
CHR$(27)"R"CHR$(0) to obtain the 
USA character set CP/M (identical 
in all other respects). 
Geoffrey Childs 
Winchcombe 

Papering over the 
Cracker 

I recently had occasion to enter a 
list of examination candidates into 
a Cracker spreadsheet. The names 
were already in alphabetical order. 
However, some late candidates 
required entry and were therefore 
added to the end of the list and 
Cracker was instructed to place 
them in their relative positions. 

The results were a disaster, as 
Cracker proceeded to throw areas 
of the list into a non-alphabetic 
sort, which unfortunately, was not 
at first noticed. 

There is no indication in 
Cracker's manual that it is unable 
to sort names into proper 
alphabetic order, an essential 
requirement in educational fields, 
and numerous approaches to 
NewStar software have produced 
nothing other than a verbal 
acknowledgement that all was not 
well. 

Charles Stewart 
Chesham 



8000 PLUS The only anomaly 
Cracker has with sorting is that 
shorter words get sorted after 
longer words, ie. 'Bass' comes 
after 'Bassingthwaite' contrary to 
telephone book style. Quirky and 
possibly annoying, yes, but hardly 
a disaster. 

Pointing the index 
finger 

I feel your reply to Joyce Francis in 
the May issue rather missed the 
point of her enquiry. The indexing 
programs you mention are all 
intended for indexing a text in the 
form of a computer file. Mrs Francis 
however, wants to index printed 
books and periodicals and I'm sure 
has no intention of transforming 
them all into Locoscript files first. 

Without doubt the only 
adequate indexing program to fulfill 
her requirements is MACREX, 
available from Macrex Indexing 
Software, 38 Rochester Road, 
London NW1 9JJ (tel: 01-267- 
3793). It has innumerable 
ingenious features including 
automatic sorting and merging of 
page references and the possibility 
of hundreds of different printing 
layouts. 

Christine Shuttleworth 
London 

8000 PLUS I think you missed the 
point of our answer - perhaps we 
didn't explain ourselves too well. 
The first two programs we 
mentioned (the sorting programs 



we printed in 'Listings' in issue 12, 
page 56) will sort a list of items 
into alphabetical order. So, you go 
through your books typing each 
item you want indexed with the 
page number into a LocoScript 
document, make an ASCII file, 
then use the sorter to produce an 
alphabetically arranged list. We 
used it to make our Year Index in 
issue 12, we shall use it again for 
our Two Year Index in issue 24, 
it's fast and it's free. 

Screen test 

Compliments to your excellent 
magazine particularly this month's 
tip off for designing your own 
screens. It's brill, but how can I 
create and use screens actually 
within my BASIC programs and be 
able to call them back up onto the 
screen when ever I want them to 
appear. Please be super experts 
and be kind enough to pick your 
super brains for me. 

Help me before I eat my BASIC 
manual. Or is there anyone you 
know can help me. 
Craig Stevenson 
Basingstoke 

8000 PLUS You could waste the 
best years of your life learning 
assembler, or get Lightning BASIC 
(£19.95) by CP Software (0993 82 
3463). It gives you millions of 
useful things like the ability to 
save screens to disc and instantly 
recall them, full page screen 
dumps, graph and other drawing 



functions etc. 

We wouldn't advise eating your 
BASIC manual and certainly 
wouldn't tell you even if we did 
know anyone who could help you 
eat it. 

Cricket critic 

I would be grateful for any 
information you can give me on the 
existence of Cricket statistics 
programs. The program should be 
able to handle individual scores, 
both batting, bowling and giving 
cumulative totals for selected 
statistics, ie a running total for the 
season as well as career totals. 
Malcolm Ashton 
Bury 

8000 PLUS None are available 
commercially as far we know but 
no doubt some PCW owning 
scorer has whiled away the winter 
evenings writing one in BASIC for 
their club. Anyone out there help 



MOP again 

I am desperate to solve this 
problem that I have with the "Mini 
Office Professional". Please, 
please help, or I have lost £29.95. 

The problem is, I want to put 
total amounts from invoices 
received on a monthly basis into 
my database of which I want to 
keep a running total, ie Joe Bloggs, 
January £5, Joe Bloggs February 
£6, running total to February £11. 



More on Mini Office 

To all readers who sent you letters 
on the difficulties they were 
experiencing with Mini Office, a 
thousand thanks. I thought it was 
my own lack of experience that 
was at fault, I was beginning to 
think I should give up the idea of 
using my 9512 for anything except 
word processing. The review in 
your magazine didn't help much 
either, "it was an excellent buy, 
where else was one going to get 
so much for so little". On the 
strength of that I bought ft. 
However, until someone 
produces a manual that makes 
sense, or the makers of the 
programme offer to iron out all the 
bugs, Mini Office will stay on the 
shelf. And I shall read your 
reviews on programs with the 
proverbial pinch of salt. 
Arthur Titherington 
Oxon 

I was frankly suprised by your 
correspondents {p77 in the May 
issue) who went to such great 



pains to tell us more about 
themselves than about the alleged 
shortcomings of Mini Office 
Professional. They displayed both 
an unfamiliarity with the use of 
CP/M environments, and 
surprising inability to digest some 
of the contents of a very short and 
simple book. There is no reason to 



assume that such a software is 
automatically transferable to Drive 
M (and nowhere in the book is this 
suggested), and the problems with 
saving graphs etc. can only mean 
that the users have just not 
bothered to read the manual. 

I respectfully suggest that his 
use of Mr Griggs' word "junk" is 
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actually pure bunk. He evidently 
expects for his twenty-five quid 
(though he could have reduced 
this to £24.95 by buying direct 
from 8000 Plus as I did!) a system 
so elaborate and sophisticated as 
to be utterly idiot-proof. Does he 
really imagine that the amount of 
software he is recklessly pumping 
into his Drive M is going to leave 
any room at all for his PCW 8256 
(which I assume he uses since it is 
generally users of this model who 
assume that their M drive is a 
software dustbin) to do anything at 
all? Had he used the software 
properly, he would have 
discovered that even to load a 
document from disc completely 
cleans out the memory! 

Now I know there are bugs, 
and that these are annoying. 
Particularly regrettable is the fact 
that in printing fully-justified text 
the printer doublestrikes the text 
word by word making it quite 
useless except for those who have 
a macabre propensity for staring at 
a printer for five minutes while it 
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Can I make my database do this? 

Solve this one and my yearly 
subscription will be in the post. 
L R Thacker 
Midlothian 

8000 PLUS Your options are: 
i) Use your spreadsheet rather 
than your database. This eases 
calculations and totalling but 
means of course you can't use the 
names and addresses in 
mailshots; or 

ii) Have fields set up for every 
month of the year (say [1] to [12]) 
and another as a 'formula' field 
[13], defined as [1]+[2]+...+[12]. 
Unused entries default to 0, so 
[13] will always show the total. 

Remember to send your 
subscription money to Somerton 
and not to Bath. 

BASIC again 

Denis Crowley's idea of 
documenting BASIC program 
GOSUB and GOTOs as REMarks 
(8000 Plus, issue 20) is clearly 
good for small programs but, as I 
am sure he will find sooner or later, 
it is neither workable nor all that is 
needed for long and/or big 
programs because: 
- remarks occupy valuable 
memory space. As programs 
lengthen, the number of GOTOs 
and GOSUBs involved inevitably 
increases which would lead to 
correspondingly more remarks. 
When space runs out, the first thing 
to go when 'crunching' a program 



laboriously pumps out six lines 
of text - just don't use justified 
text! Likewise it is disappointing 
to find that enlarged letters can 
only be printed in draft quality 
(through the use of Bold for 
these make appearance rather 
better). It is a mistake, however, 
to assume that because the 
manual has been justifiably 
hammered in reviews it is 
simply not worth reading. Most 
of the "problems" complained 
about are actually dealt with in 
the book. I for one, have been 
perfectly satisfied with my 
£24.95 (post-free too!) returns, 
and have not had the least 
difficulty preparing this letter 
with Mini Office Professional! 
Roger Wibberley 
London 

8000 PLUS A book on Mini 
Office will be with us shortly - 
news next month. Looks like a 
good time to declare the Mini 
Office correspondence closed. 



to fit is all the REMark statements. 

- after a program maintenance 
session, it is all too easy to forget 
or not have time to amend the 
remarks. 

- there is no indication of where the 
routines are called from. When 
making changes, particularly to 
subroutine parameters, it is vitally 
important to trap all the calls to the 
affected code. 

Having developed many large 
programs covering a diverse range 
of topics, my answers to the 
problem are: 

1 . Adopt a line numbering 
standard. For example, I use 3000- 
3999 for common general purpose 
subroutines. Hence, although there 
will obviously have been 
customisation to suit the individual 
circumstances, I know that 
whatever program I pick up, 3150, 
for instance, will be a screen clear 
and headings print whilst 3990 will 
set the viewport. Development 
speed is increased, the risk of error 
is minimised and the standard 
routines can be culled as needed 
from previous efforts in complete 
safety using the 'Merge' 
command. 

2. Use RENUMber sparingly 
and even then confine its effect to 
the area where it is needed - if 
necessary, do this by using 
DELETE to create two files, one 
containing the lines to be 
renumbered and the other those 
not, RENUMber the former, then, 
having ensured that there is no 
conflict, MERGE the two back 
again. Remember that in Mallard 
Basic, unlike some other versions I 
could name, no memory space is 
saved by using low value line 
numbers. 

3. Run a GOTO/GOSUB/ 
RESUME line number analyser 
after all significant changes to 
produce fresh lists of all routines, 
the calls thereto and, most 
imporant of all, ensure that there 
are no jumps/calls to missing lines. 
A sample of its output is enclosed. 
No such analysis program was 
commercially available in this neck 
of the woods so I wrote my own. As 
Mr Crowley is liable to find likewise 
in his part of the Celtic empire, I 
should be only too pleased to let 
him have a copy in exchange for a 
donation to the First Air Ambulance 
Trust (Cornwall's pioneering 
helicopter ambulance service). 
Malcolm Surl 

Bodmin 

Letters of Protext 

I was astounded to read in the May 
issue of 8000+ magazine that you 
consider "printing labels is virtually 
impossible" using Protext. It is, on 
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the contrary, exceptionally easy. 
The template file listed in the 
Protext manual (page MERGE 3- 
1 0) does the job for you and merely 
needs to be typed and printed. 
With the default configuration as 
Protext is supplied, the address 
label example in the manual works 
perfectly on the PCW printer. I 
have just tried it again myself to 
make sure. 
Mark Tilley 
Arnor 

Expert computer journalists such 
as yourselves are very fond of 
reminding us poor ignorant 
downtrodden users that the third 
law of computing is 'when all else 
fails, read the manual'. On page 66 
of your May issue in the Good 
Software File you claim that a big 
minus of Protext is that 'printing 
labels is virtually impossible' 

RUBBISH! If only you had 
borrowed your Aunt Agatha's 
spectacles you would have noticed 
that on page Merge 3-10 section 6 
Arnor have kindly provided a 
template for doing just that, 
addressing labels, either one or 
two across. Better still it's even in 
the index under 'Labels'. 

If you don't like standard draft 
quality print just type >oc 27,69 
and your addresses print out in 



bold - near to letter 
quality and faster. 

If you only use one-across 
labels, just delete the section IE to 
El and if you want multiple copies 
of each address, use the REPEAT 
UNTIL command. Finally if you 
have taken Amor's advice and 
made all your address records 
constant length by putting the $ 
sign as an empty field marker, this 
will cause gaps in the printout. 
Remove these by using [FIND]$ ! 
and replace with nothing. 
John Smart 
Hitchin 

8000 PLUS Id like to make a 
comment, being the person who 
uses Protext for typing and 
Locoscript for labels. All the 8000 
writers tried unsucessfully to get 
the label side of Protext working 
for me, even with the manual's 
suggested templates etc. Maybe 
we had an old version. Using your 
advice, I will now try to print some 
labels using the latest Protext. 

I still think LocoScript is easier 
for someone like me who has no 
programming experience for 
labels. On screen commands are 
far more straightforward - Louise 
Cockroft, Secretary (poor person 
who has to type all the readers' 
letters and gets no credit!) 
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££ LOOK & SAVE ££ 

Micro Simplex Accounts 90.95 Fleet Street Editor Plus 39.95 

Sage Popular Accounts 74.95 Protext 46.99 

Sage Popular Accounts 99.95 Pocket Protext 32.99 

Locomailor 1 or 2 29.95 Loco 2 with Spell 34.90 

Loco Spell 2 18.95 Loco 2 19.95 

Signwriter 37.95 Cracker 2 38.99 

Money Manager 21.99 Supercalc 2 38.99 

Sage Payroll 60.95 Masterscan + Paint 65.95 

Easy Labeller 24.99 Desktop Publisher & Mouse 57.95 

Masterfile 8000 37.95 Desktop Publisher 20.00 

Personal Ancestral File 59.00 dBase II ver3.41 77.95 

• • SPECIAL •• 

STOP PRESS PCW 32.99 

STOP PRESS + MOUSE 60.00 

MINI OFFICE PROF 21.00 

MONEY MANAGER PLUS 24.00 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT/1ST CLASS P&P CHEQUES/P.O'S ONL Y PLEASE 

Telephone 0208 850176 

KINTECH COMPUTERS 

St Tudy Bodmin Cornwall PL30 3NH 



FORMS BOX 



FORMS BOX COMPENDIUM 

Just print and use - the stationers on a disc! 

PERSONAL ORGANISER FORMS Five Year Calendar. Diary. Address. Notebook. Personal Record. Appointments. Year. 
Month. Week and Day Planners. Time Management. Timetable. Parly and Birthdays List. Curriculum Vnae Schedule and more. 

BUSINESS FORMS including Sales. Invoice. Order. Delivery. Slock. Pcity Cash. Cusiomer Record. Drivers Log. Progress 

Reports and many oihers. 

FINANCIAL ORCANISFR FORMS give systematic personal money control for maximum efficiency. Personal Accounts. 

Cheque* Record. Credil Summary. Money Forecasting. Expenditure Records. 

HOUSEHOLD ORGANISER AND HOUSE LOG FORMS including Budget Planner. Wine Cellar. Insurance Inventory. 

Interior Decoranon Budget. Home Hunting Checklists. Frcc/er Food. Diet Forms. Appliance Record and Utilities Record. 

Oi^^^^J foomanj forms lolist more lhan a lin> fraction of them! Gives you the biggest and best range oforganisei 
k^H lOrms available anywhere. Compatible with Locoscripts 1 and 2. NLQ or draft. A4si/c for ring binding, fill 
B ■■ In ke> board 01 hand Basj to use. 
Jr^Hj ■ ad PCW X256/K512. 



Only £19.95 inclusive. Usually same day despatch! Cheques pavahU- lo 

DISC DESIGN (Dept. 8000), PO BOX 21, LINCOLN LN6 0TL 
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MASTER FILE 8000 
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CRACKER 2 TURBO 



MINI OFFICE 
PROFESSIONAL 



MAP INTEGRATED 
ACC'S 



1 £23.95 \ I £115.00 1 



dBASE 1 1 



NEW WORD 2 



1 £74.95 1 1 £51.75 1 



LOCOSCRIPT 2 WITH LOCOSPELL 2 



[ £32.90 1 
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AMSOFT 3" DISCS 



I £19.95 I 



H"X9'/2" LISTING PAPER 
1 pt PLAIN 60g + M/PERF 



PCW DUST COVERS 
ALL MODELS 



I £13.95 1 [ £8.95 1 



PCW 8256/85 12 
FABRIC RIBBON 



PCW 8256/85 1 2 
CARBON RIBBON 



I £3.75 1 [ £4.95 1 



PCW95I2 
FABRIC RIBBON 

[ £3.25 1 



PCW95 1 2 
MULTISTRIKE RIBBON 



£2.99 1 



DMP 2000/3160 FABRIC RIBBON 



£2.99 1 
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Complete 
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\ FOR AMSTRAD.IBMAND 

I ^ COM PAT IBLE PC'S 



D roblem solved .... with a range of software that offers complete solutions to 
J- all your business needs. 

Whether you want Professional Word Processing, the Ultimate Database, 
Versatile Payroll, Powerful Spreadsheet, or Superb all-round Accounts 
control, these Powerful and Affordable packages from 
Amstrad offer you 'Complete Solutions'. ^ 
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WORDSTAR EXPRESS 

The Complete Word Processor; 

Based on the market- leading WordStar 1512, this 
menu operated Word Processor combines 
, simplicity with total control. .f CQ .00 

M—%J& ex. vat 

AGGOUNTSMASTER 

The Complete Accounts Package; 

This remarkable package offers streamlining of ALL 
your Accounting Procedures. Whilst simple to 
operate, it adds up to an extremely powerful package. 

£149,# 

PAYMASTER 

The Complete P o y r o I I; 

This efficient package makes simple work of today's 
payroll management with speed and accuracy you'd 
find difficult to match. FA Q .00 

W LtJ7 iir^AT 

SUPERC ALG 3-21 

The Complete Spreadsheet; 

One of the most advanced Spreadsheet packages 
available, offering you total flexibility within its user 
friendly commands. f*f%Q .00 

LOJ7 EX VAT 

I NFO MASTER 

The Complete Database; 

The ultimate in efficient storage and retrieval of vast 
quantities of your data at lightning speeds. 

£69 ^°o 

^W%J EX VAT 






CompumartLtd.,(Dept. 80+ ), Jubilee Drive, Loughborough, Leics. LE1 1 OXS Tel. 0509 -610444 Fax. 0509 -61 0235 



COMPUMARTS SUPERB SERVICE |" 

FREE. 1 st Class Delivery. I 

Usually same day despatch. f 

Fast, efficient service. 

Immediate exchange service on any faulty 

software. 

Large stockholding for immediate despatch. 

We offer 28 day account facilities on official 

written orders from PLCs, Government and 

Educational establishments. 

Overseas Orders - Please contact us for 

delivery charges etc. 

Prices/ Delivery subject to availability and only 
appy to UK Mainland. N, Ireland and BFPOs. I 
Faulty software can only be exchanged for the i 
same title. Unfortunately, no refunds can be 
given on software. E. & O.E. 



Priority 



Please rush me: 



No.Reqd 


GOODS DESCRIPTION (inc. VAT) 


AMOUNT 




WORDSTAR EXPRESS £79,36 each 


£ 




ACCOUNTSMASTER @ £171.35 each 


£ 




PAYMASTER 9 £56.35 each 


£ 




SUPERCALC3.21 @ £79.35 each 


£ 




INFOMASTER @ £79.35 each 


£ 






80+ TOTAL 


£ 



Order 



Fo^m 



For IMMEDIATE RESPONSE simply phone and order wrth your 
Credit Card OR send this coupon (wrth your Cheque/P.O.) to; 
COMPUMART. FREEPOST. LOUGHBOROUGH, LE11 OBR. 



Please delryer to: 

Name 

Address .... 



| PLEASE SEND FURTHER DETAILS | "j-," 6 | 
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Postcode Date 
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PHONEBOOK 



DAATAfax for the 
AMSTRAD PCW 

8256/8512/9512 

This exciting new product is a computer- 
based personal organiser that generates 
Filofax (TM) compatible output using the 
Amstrad PCW printer, together with 
DAATAfax computer stationery, which is 
available pre-punched with six holes 
either in white or a range of pastel 
colours. 

The program, which consists of four 
modules, makes use of ICONs for ease of 
use and can be used either by the 
keyboard function keys or alternatively 
via the Kempston Mouse. 
The datafiles generated by the program 
can be backed up on disc so eliminating 
the heartaches associated with losing 
your Filofax! 
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This features six lines per day and four 
days per page. Printing is selectable 
for a range of weeks up to a complete 
year. The powerful on-screen text 
editing facilities include cut and paste, 
enabling entries to be moved to other 
parts of the diary via the clipboard. 



The phonebook allows names, 
addresses and telephone numbers to 
be stored in abbreviated one or two 
line formats, or as full entries. An 
alphabetic index is provided enabling 
fast access to the entries. The 
powerful search facility enables 
entries to be located by matching 
phone numbers and/or part of the 
name and address. 

This option allows text entry in free 
format and can be used to hold notes 
in greater detail than those held in the 
diary. As well as comprehensive text 
editing; facilities which include word- 
wrap, cut and copy, cut and paste, tab 
setting are provided which are 
particulary useful for printing 
timetables, expense sheets, bank 
balances etc. 

A graphics conversion program is 
provided enabling graphic images 
generated from within "The Desktop 
Publisher" (Database) to be read into 
the Notepad Option, which can then 
be printed onto DAATAfax paper. 

A further conversion program is 
provided for Locoscript files enabling 
these also to be read into the Notepad. 

This option prints three months per 
page for any year. The selected month 
is also shown whilst in the Diary 
Option (standard mode). 




► IN THE OFFICE 



► AT THE RACE CIRCUIT 



► IN THE STUDIO 



DAATAfax Software 


39.95 


DAATAfax Gift Pack (includes binder) 


49.95 


DAATAfax and Kempston Mouse 


79.95 


DAATAfax Stationery (250 sheets white) 


8.95 


DAATAfax Stationery (250 sheets pastels) 


9.95 



KEMPSTON 



I 

Kempston Data Ltd 

21 Linford Forum, Linford Wood, 

Milton Keynes MK14 6LY. Tel 0908 677886 



